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PREFACE. 



THE Nqrth Consociation of Hart- 
jford county, at their session, 
September 27th, 1803, at East-Hart- 
ford, first society, impressed with a 
sense that the worship of God, in its 
various forms, is so important and es- 
sential a part of religion, and desirous 
of promoting what might directly tend 
to assist the iacts of religious worship 
in God's people of all communions, 
passed the following vote, *' That a 
** committee be appointed to prepare 
*^ for publication a small cheap vol- 
" ume on the subject of prayer, con- 
^* sisting of an abridgment of Henry 
** on Prayer, with such additions as 
** they shall judge proper." In pur- 
suance pf their appointment, the com- 
mittee have abridged Mr. Henry's 
method of Prayer, which is a judicious 
collection of scriptures, proper to the 
several parts of the duty : and have 
concluded to accompany it with an 



Essay on the nature of the duty of 
Prayer ; the foundation of it ; the man* 
ncr in which it is to be performed ; the 
ends and design of it ; and the en* 
couragements to the duty. And also 
some forms of Prayer are annexed to 
teach, as a sample, the people of God, 
in what way it is proper to address the 
Throne of Grace ^ and hold cbrrespom 
dence with the fountain of being and 
blessedness. There are, indeed, sev- 
eral well composed forms of devotion 
in the world, written by ministers of 
the greatest talents and piety. These 
may be of excellent use to instruct us, 
both in the matter and language of 
prayer. The committee now offer 
this small vciume on the great subject 
of prayer, to the public; hoping, jthat 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit, it may 
be the means of assisting the pious of 
all denominations, in prayer, which is 
the principal branch of religious wor^ 
ship. 

JHnrt/ord, Dec. ISO.n. 



AN 

ABRIDGMENT 

OF 

HENRY ON PRAYER. 



CHAPTER I. , 

Invocation and Adoration, 

LET us now attend upon the Lord with. 
I out distraction, and let not our hearts be 
fer from hini) when we draw nigh to him 
with our mouth, and honor him with our 
lips, a 

Let us now worship God, who is a Spir» 
it, in spirit and in truth ; for such the Fa» 
ther seeks to worship him.^ 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, 
which art, and wast, an<i art to comcc 

O thou, whose name is Jehovah,' and art 
the most high over all the earth.t/ 

a Matt. XV. 8. b John iv. 23, 24. « Rev. iv. 8. 
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6 Inweation and Adoration* 

God, thou art our God, early will we 
seek thee;£r our God, and we will praise 
thee ; our Father's God, and we will ex^t 
thee.y* 

Thou art the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableness or shadow of turning, and 
from whom proceeded every good and perfect 

gift'^' 

Thou art the blessed and only Potentate ; 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, who 
only hatli immortality, dwelling in the light, 
which no man can approach unto, whom 
tLo man hath seen or can see. A 

We therefore comfe to thee believing that 
thou art, and that thou art the bountiful re- 
warder of all them that diligently seek thee.t 

We cannot by searching find out God, 
we cannot find out the Almighty unto perfec- ^ 
tion.A* 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
and his greatness is unsearchable./ 

Who is a God like unto thee, glorious 
in holiness, fearful in praises, doing won- 
ders ? m 

As heaven' is higj^ above the cafth, so a^e 
thy thoughts above our thoughts, • and thy 
ways above our ways.n 

All nations before thee are as a drop of 
the bucket, or the small dust of the balance, 

e Psal. Ixiii. 1. /Exod. xv. 2. g James i. 17. 
b 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. i Heb. xi. 6, k Job xl 7, 

1 Psalm cxly. 3. m Exod. xv. 11. n Isa. Iv. 9. 



Invocation and Adoration* 7 

V 

and thou takest up the isles as a very littld 
thing : they are as nothing, and are counted 
to thee less than nothing and vanity .0 

Thou art the King eternal^ immortal, in- 
visible, the only wise God.fi 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, from everlasting to everlasting thou 
art God :v the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever.r 

Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the 
earth, and the he^vensare the works of thy 
hands : they shall perish, but thou shalt en- 
dure ; yea, all of them shall wax old, like a » 
garment, as a vesture shalt thou change them, 
and they $hall be changed ; but thou art the 
same, and thy years shall have no end.« 

We cannot go from thy presence, or fly 
from thy Spirit : if we ascend into heaven 
thou ait there ; if we make our bed in hell, 
behold thou art there ;. if we take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead 
us, and thy right hand hold us.r 

All' things are naked and open unto the 
eyes of him, with whom we have to do ; ev- 
en the thoughts and intents of the heart .m 

Thou searchcst the heart, and triest the 

o Isai. xl. 15. 17. p 1 Tim. i. 17. q Psalm xc. 2. 

r Heb. xiii. 8. * Psalm cii. 25. 26, 27. 

t Psalm cxxxix. 7, 8, 9, 10. u Heb. iv. 12, 1«. 



8 Invocation and Adoration* 

reins, that thou mayest give to every man ac» 
cording to his ways, and according to the 
fruit of his doings.w 

O God, thou hast searched us and known 
us, thou knowest our down*sitting and up* 
rising, and understandest our thoughts 
afar off: thou compassest our path and our 
lying«down, and art acquainted with all our 
ways : there is not a word in our tongue but 
lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether .x ' 

Thy understanding, O Liord, «s infinite.^ 

Thou art wonderful in counsel and exceU 
lent in working.z 

O Lord, how manifold are thy works, in 
wisdom hast thou made them all/x 

Thy dominion is an everlasting dominion^ 
and thy kingdom is from generation to gen* 
eration : thou dost according to thy will in 
the armies of heaveni and among the inhabi« 
tants of the earth, and none can stay thy hand, 
or say unto thee, what doest thou ? or why 
dbest thou so ?6 

We know, O God, that thou canst do ev* 
ery thing, and that no thought can be wither 
holden from thee tr and that with thee nothing 
IS impossible.^;? 

All power is thine, both in heaven and in 
earth.^ 

w Jerem. xvii. 10. x Psal. cxxxix. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 
y Psalm cxlvii. 5. z Isaiah xxviii. 29. 
fl Psal civ. 24. A Daniel iv. 34, 55. cjob.xlii.2. 
dtMkti.Z7. tf Matt. xxvHi. 18. 
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m 

Thou killest, an4 thou makest alive ; thou 
woun^esty and thou healest, neither is ther^ 
any that can deliver out oiihy hand./ 

What thou hast promised} thou art able 
also to perform.^ 

Thou art of purer eyes than to behold ini* 
^uity^ neither shall evil dwell with thee^' * 

Thou art holy in all thy WQrks.i(r 

And holiness becomes thy house, O Ix>rd» 
for everi 

And though clouds and darkness are round 
about thee, yet judgment a^d justice are th^ 
habitation of thy throne«m 

Thou hast proclaimed thy name; the 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy<for thousands, forgivs 
ing iniquity, transgression, and sin.n 

Thou art good, and doest good ; and thy 
tender mercy is over all thy works.o 

Thou hast prepared thy throne in the heat 
vens,/^ and it is a throne of glory, high and 
lifted up, and before thee the seraphims cover 
their faces.g 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive bles- 
sing, and honor, and glory, and power, f«r 
thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created.^ 

/Dcut. xxxii. 39. g Rom. iv. 21. h Hab. i. 13, 
I Psalm V. 4. i Psal. cxlv. 17. / Psal. xciii. 5. 
m ysal. xcvii. 2. n Exod. xxxiv.6, 7. 
o Psal. cxix. 68. j> Psla. ciii. 19. y Isai. vi. t, ?. 
r Rev. iv. lit 



10 Invocation and Adoration. 

• 

Thou" upholdest all things by the word of 
thy power,* and by thee all things consist.? 

The earth is full of thy riches ; so is the 
great and wide sea also.i^ 

The eyes of all wait on thee, arid thou giv- 
est them their meat in due season ; thou 
openest thy hand, and satisfiest the desires of 
every living thing.tv 

Thou preser\'est man and beast? ai)d givest; 
ibod to all flesh .X 

Thy kingdom ruleth over all.y 

A sparrow falls not to the ground without 
theejr v 

Thou art the most high, who rulest in tho 
kingdom of men, and givest it to whomso- 
ever thou vrilt.a 

Thou workest all things after the counsel 
of thine own will.* 

The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; let 
the multitude of the isles be glad thereof.c 

We pay our homage to the three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Hdy Ghost ; for these Three arc 
One.rf 

And since it is the will of God, that all men 
should honor the Son, as they hdnor the 
Father,^ we adore him as the brightness of 

^ Heb. i. 3. t Col. i. 17. •• u Psal. civ. 24, 95. 
%t Psal. cxlv 15, 16. X Ps. xxxvi. 6. v Ps. ciii. 19. 
z Matt. X. 29. a Daniel iv. 35. b Eph. i. Jll. 
f Pa^l. xcvii. 1. d\ John v. 7. e John v. 23. 



InwcattM and Adoratiotu 1 1 

his Fathet's glory, a»d the express image of 
his person.y 

Thou, O God, madest us and not we our- 
selves, therefore we are not our own but 
thine, thy people and the sheep of thy pas- 
ture \g let us worship and bow down before 
the Lord our maker .A 

Thou, Lord, art the former of our bodies, r 
and they are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Thou art God, our maker, who teachest ui 
more than the beasts of the earth, and mal^est 
.us wiser than the fowls of beaven.A: 

In thee, O God, we live and move and have 
our being, for we are thine offspring./ 

In thy band our breath is, and thine are 
all our ways \m for the way of man is not in 
himself, neither is it in man that walketh to 
direct his ateps,n but our times are in thy 
hand.o 

Thou art the God that has fed us all our 
hfe long unto this day, and redeemed us from 
all cvil./f 

It is of thy n^rcies that we are not con- 
ftuttied, even because thy compassions fail 
not ; they are new every morning j great is 
tliy faith^lness.^ 

y Heb. i. 3. g Psal. c- S. b Psal. xcv. 6. 
i Psal. cxxxix. 14. k Job xxxv 10, 11. 
/ Acts xvii. 28. m Daniel v. 23. n Jerem. x, 25. 
o Psalm xxxi. 15. p Genesis xlyiii. 15. 
f Lam« iii. 32, 23. 



12 Invocation and Adoration. 

If thou take away our breath we die, and 
return to the dust.r 

Our souls have said unto the Lord, thou art 
our God, though our goodness extendeth not 
unto thee.* 

Thou hast commanded us to pray al- 
ways, with all prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, to continue in prayer, and 
in every thing with prayer and supplication 
to make our requests known to God.^ 

Thou hast directed us to ask, and seek, and 
kn«ck, and hast promised, that we shall re- 
ceive, shall find, and it shall be opened to 
us.u 

Thou hast appointed us a great high priest, 
in whose name we may come boldly to the 
throne, of grace, that we may find mercy and 
grace to help in time of*need.w 

Thou sayest, seek ye my face, and our 
hearts answer, thy face. Lord, will we seek jr 

Whither shall we go but unto thee ? Thou 
hast the words tf eternal life.y 

What is man, that thou art thus mindful 
of him, and the son of man that thou visitest 
him, and dost thou magnify him ?z 

Oh, let not the Lord be angry, if we that 
are but dust and ashes take upon us to speak 
unto the Lord of gloryui 

r Psalm civ. 29. « Psal. xvi. 3. 

* Col. iv. 2. Eph. vL 18. PhU. iv. 6. 
u Matt. vii. 7, 8. ho Heb. iv. 14. 16. x Psal. xxvii. I* 
7 John vi. 68. e Psal. viU. 4. « Gen. xviii. 27| ^^ 



Invocation and Adoratim. 13 

We are not worthy of the least of all the 
mercieil which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servants.^ 

Whom have we in heaven but thee : and 
there is none upon earth that we desire besides 
theet or in comparison of thee ;( when our 
fiesh and our heart fail, be. thou the strength 
of our heart and our portion for ever : as the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, so pant- 
eth our souls after thee, O God ; our soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living God.(/ 

Oh, that we may come hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness \e for thou fiUest 
the hungry with good things, but the rich 
thou sendest empty away.y 

Oh, that our souls may thirst for thee, that 
we may see thy power and thy glory, as we 
have seen thee in the sanctuary.^ 

In thee, O God, do we put our trust, let us 
never be ashamed ; yea let none that wait on 
thee be ashamed^ 

There be many that say, who will shew 
us any good ? but, Lord, lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon us, and that shall put 
|;ladness into our hearts, more than they have 
whose eom and wine increasethi 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, give ear to our 
supplications ; in thy faithfulness answer us.^* 

h Gen. xxxii. 10. c Psal. Ixxiii. 25, 36. 

d Psal. xlii. 1,2. c Matt. v. 6. / Luke i. S3. 
I Psal. Ixiii. 1,2. b Psal. zzxi. 1. s Psal. iv. 6, 7, 
\ Psal. cxUU. 1. 

B 



14 Invocation and Adoration. 

And be nigh unto. us in all that which xr« 
call upon thee for ; / for thou never saidst to 
the seed o{ Jacobs seek ye me in vain.m 

Let our prayer be set forth before thee at 
incense, and the lifting up of our hands be 
acceptable in thy sight as the evening sacri- 
fice .n 

Lord, we know not wTiat to pray for as we 
ought, but let thy Spirit help our infirmities, 
and make intercession for us.o 

Oh, pour upon us the Spirit of grace and 
8upplication,/i the Spirit of adoption, teach- 
ing us to cry, Abba, Father .§r ' 

O Lord, open thou our lips, and our mouth 
shall shew forth thy praise.r 

We do not present our supplication before 
thee for our righteousness ;« for we are be- 
fore thee in our trespasses,/ and cannot stand 
before thee because of them ; but we make 
mention of Christ's righteousness, even of 
his only, who is the Lord our righteousness.tt 

We come in the name of the Great High 
Priest, who is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, who was touched with the 
feelings of our infirmities, and is therefore 
able to save to the uttermost all those that 
con>e unto God by him.w 

/ Deut. iv. 7. m Isa. xlv. 19. n Psal. cxli. 2. 
o Romans viii. 26. p Zech. xii. ]0. q Romans viii.15. 
r Psalm li. 15. * Daniel ix. iS. t Ezra ix. 15. 
u Jer. xxiii. 6. w H«b. iv. 14. 
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CHAPTER II, 

OOUR GOD ! we are ashamed, an4 
blush to lift up our faces before thee, 
pur God; for our iniquities are increased 
over our head, and oyr trespass is grown up 
vnto the heavens. a 

To us belong shame and confusion of face, 
l)ecause we have sinned against thee.6 

Behold we are vile, what shall we answer 
thee ? c we will lay our hand upon our mouth, 
and put our mouth in the dust, if so be there 
may be hope,(/ cr3ring with the convicted le* 
per, unclean, unclean.<; 

If we justify ourselves our own mouths 
shall condemn us ; if we say we are perfect, 
that also shall prove us perverse ; for if thou 
contend with us, we are not able to answer 
thee for one of a thousand./ 

If thou shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who should stand ! but there is forgiveness 
with thee, that thou inayest be feared ; with 
thee there is mercy, yea, with our God there 
is plenteous redei^ption.^ 

Thy sacrifices, O God, arc a broken spirit ; 
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise .A 

a Ezra ix. 6. ADaniclix.8. c Job xl. 4. 
d Lam. iii. 29. e Lev. xiii. 45. /Job ix. 3, 20. 
^ Psjilm cxxx. ;J, 4, 7' k Psalm U. 17* 



16 Confessiofi. 

Though thou art the high and lofty one, 
that iQhabitest eternity, whose name is holy ; i 
though the heavens be^ thy throne and the 
earth thy footstool^ yetlo this man wilt thou 
look that is poor and humble, of a broken and 
contrite spirit, and trembleth at thy word, to 
receive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones. Thou hast 
graciously assured us, though they that cov- 
pr their smt^ sh^jU not prosper, yet those that 
ponfess and forsake them^ §hall find mercy./ 

If we say w§ have np sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us.m 

Lord, thou madest man upright^ but they 
have sought many inventions.n 

By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin ; and so death passes upon all 
inen, for that all have sinned.o 

The nature of man vras planted a choice 
and noble vine, wholly a right seed, but it 1$ 
become the degeperatp plant pf a strange 
vine./t ' • 

We are by nature cl^lildrcn of wrath, 
because children of disobedienc^i ^ven at 
others.^ 

We arc all gone out of the way, we arc 
altogether become filthy, ther^ i% none that 
doth good ; no, not pn^,r 

i Isa. Ivii. 15. > Isa. Ixvi. 1,2, / Prov. xxviii. IS. ^ 
fn IJohn i. 8. nEccl.vii. 29. o Rom. v. 12. 
p Jerer^. ii. 21. q EpU* u< % 3, r Fsal. xiv. 3. 
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By nature our understandings are darken- 
edy being alienated from the life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in us^ because 
of the blindness of our }iearts.« 

The things of the 3pirit of God are fbo!« 
ishness to the natural man ; neither can he 
know them) because they are s^Hritually dis- 
cerned*^ 

We are wise to do evil, but to do good we 
liave no knowledge.^ 

We have within^us a canial mind which is 
enmity against God ; and is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be.w 

Arid our corrupt hearts have been some- 
times ready to say, what is the Almighty that 
we should serve him jc 

Every imagination of the thoughts of our 
hearts is evil, only evil, and that continually ; 
and it has been so from our youth .y 

Oh, how long have vain thoughts lodged 
within us ! z 

Of the rock that begat us we 'have been un- 
mindful \a and have forgotten the God that 
formed us; 6 we have forgotten him days 
without number, and our hearts have walked 
after vanity. We have set those affections on 
things beneath, which should have been set 
on things above .c 

t Eph. iv. 18. 1 1 Cor. ii. 14. « Jer. iy. 22. 
fo Rom. viii. 7. x Job xxi. 15. y Gen. vi. 5. 
% Jer. iv. 14. a Deut, xxxii. 18. b Jer. ii. 33. 
« Colosfiiaiis ill' 2* 

B 3 



18 Confession. 

We- have followed after lying vanities, and 
forsaken our own mercies \d — have forsaken 
the fountain of living waters, for cisterns, bro- 
ken cisterns, that can hold no water .<? 

We have a law in our members, warring 
against the law of our minds, and bringing us 
into captivity to the law of sin, that is in our 
members ;f so that when we would do g6od> 
evil is present: with us. We acknowledge 
that by nature we are dead in sin,^ and that 
there dwelleth no good' thing in us.A 

We have within us an evil heart of unbe- 
lief, which inclines us tp depart from thefe 
the living Godi 

We are carnal, and sold under sin.^ 

Our hearts are deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked, who can kno\r 
them ? / 

We have been as fig-trees' planted in the 
vineyard, and thou hast come many year^, 
seeking fruit from us, but hast found hone ; in 
and therefore we might justly be cut down, 
and cast into the fire for cumbering the 
ground.n 

Thou hast come looking for grapes, but be- 
hold wild wrapes ; for we have been empty 
vines, bringing forth fruit unto ourselves.o 

d Jonah ii. 8. e Jere. il. 13. /Rom. viii. 21, 23. 
g Eph. iL 5. h Rom. vii. 18. / Heb. iii. 12. 
k Rom. vii. 14. / Jerem. xvii. 9. m Luke xiu.6, 7. 
n Matt. iii. 10. o Isiuah v. 4. 
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We have known to do good and have not 
done it ; therefore deserve the doom of the 
wicked and slothful servant. /i 

We have been unfaithful stewards, that 
have wasted our I-.ord's goods.y 

We have cast off fear and restrained prayer 
before God.r 

We have sinned, Father, against heaven 
and before thee ; s we have all sinned and 
come short of the glory of God ; / for the ' 
God in whose hittid our breath is and whose 
3ffc all our ways, have we not glorified.^ 

Against thee, thee only have we sinned and 
have done much evil in thy sight ; w neither 
have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our 
Qod, to walk in his laws, which he hath set 
before us^c though they arc holy, just, and 
good.y 

In many things we all offend ,z and our ini*- 
quities are more than the hairs of our head.a 

We have all reason to be humbled for the 
pride of our hearts,^ that we have thought of 
ourselves above what is meet ; c and have 
not thought soberly nor walked humbly with 
our God.£f 

Our conversation has not been without 
covetousness ; <? nor have learned in every 

/rMatt. XXV. 18. 26. q Luke xvi 1. r Job xv. 4. 
* Luke XV X8. t Rom. iii. 23. u Daniel v. 23. 
w Psalm li. 4. x Danid ix. 10. y Rom. vii. \% 
z James iii. 2. a Psal. xl. 12. b 2 Cor. xxxii. 2*, 
c Rora. xii. 3- d Mich. yi. 8. e Heb. xiii. 5. 
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state to be content with such things as ve^ 
have./ 

We have made provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts of it \g even those lusts which 
war against the soul^ and in many instances 
have acted as^ if we had been lovers of pleas* 
ure more than lovers of God.j 

We have put far from us the evil day.A* 

We have been ready to trust in uncertsun 
riches, more than in the living God ; / to say 
to gold thou art our hope, ai^l to the fine gold 
thou art our confidence .m 

We have either despised the chastening'ot 
the Lord, or fainted when we have been re* 
buked of him.n 

We have been desirous of vain glory, pro- 
voking one another, envying one another ; o 
when we should have considered one another 
to provoke unto love and to good workS./t 

We have been slothful in the business of 
religion and not fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord. 5' 

Our goodness hath been as the morning 
cloud, and the early dew, which soon passeth 
away.r 

Oh, that sin may appear i^in to us, may ap- 
pear in its own colors, and that by the com- 

/Phil. iv. 11. g Rom. xiii U. /& 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
i 2 Tim. iii. 4. k Amos vi. 3. /I Tim. vi. 17. 
m Job xxxi. 24. n Prov. iii. H* o Ga|. v. 26. 
J> Heb. X. 24. ^ Rom. xii. 11. r Hesei^ vi. 4. 
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mandment we may see it to be exceeding 
sinful ; b because it is the transgression of 
thelaw.r 

By every wilful sin we have in effect said, 
we will not have this man to reign over us ; u 
and who is the Lord that we should obey his 
voice ? CI' O God, thou knowest our foolish* 
ness, and our sins are not hid from thee ;^ 
we were foolish in being disobedient^ aud QiU' 
lust are foolish and hurtfuLz 

Our way hath been our >folly,a and in many 
instances we have done foohshlyt very fool* 
ashly.6 

Sin hath deceived us, for our hearts havt 
been hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin ; c and we have been drawn away of our 
own lusts and enticed.£f 

By breaking the law we have dishonored 
God^e and have provoked the Holy One of 
Israel to anger.y* 

W© have grieved the holy Spirit of God, 
by whom we are sealed to the day of redemp* 
tion.jT 

Our sins have separated .between us and 
God}^ and hsive kept good things fr«m us, and 

tRom. vikld. tlJohniH. 4. u Luke'icix. 14. 
w Exod, V- 2. X Psalm Ixix* 5. y Titus Hi. 3. 
S 1 Tim, vi. ix. a Psa. xlix. 13, ^ 2 Sam. xxiv. 1(^. 
« Hcb. iii. 13. d James i. 14. e Rom. ii 23 
fhiiah i* 4» f £ph«ftianf iv, ^. b Isa^iivh Ux. ^. 
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by them our minds and consciences hare 
been deiiled.f 

We bewail before thee all our sins and 
transgressions. We have known our Mas- 
ter's will, but have not dpne it, and therefore 
deserve to be beaten with niany stripes.^: 

For we have dishonored that worthy name 
by which we are called, and given great oc- 
casion to the eneniies of the l-ordto blas- 
pheme./ 

We have named th^ name of Christ, an4 
yet have not departed from iniquity.m 

Thou hast nourished and brought us up as 
children, but we have rebelled against thee.n 

We have ill requited thee, O Jxird, as a 
foolish people and unwise.o 

Thou art our Father, that made us and 
bought us ; yet we have not rendered agai|i 
according to the bAefits done unto us.^ 

Thou hast stricken us, but we have not 
grieved ; we have refused to receive correcr 
tion, and have made our faces harder than a 
rock ; q and the rod hath not driven the fooK 
ishness QUt of our hearts.^ 

And when thy hand has b^en lifted up, 
we have not seen it.« 

And now, Q pur God, what ^hall we say 

} Tiius i 15. , k Luke xii. 47. / 2 Sam* xu. 14w 
m 2 Tim ii. 19. n Isaiah i* 9- o Deut xxxii 6- 
p 2 Chroa. xxxii. 25. q}ptt* y, 3. r P^rov.xxii* X$\. 
e Is^^iah^v; H* 
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after this, for we have forsaken thy com- 
niandraents ; t we have sinned, what shall 
we do unto thee, O thou preserver of men ? u 

Thou naighlest justly swear in thy wrath, 
that we should never enter into thy rest.w 

Thou art just in whatever thou art pleased 
to lay upon us ; for thou hast done right, but 
we have done wickedly «r 

Nay, thou our God hast punished us less 
than oar iniquities have deserved.^ 

Thou therefore shalt be justified, when 
thou speakest) and clear when thou judgest' ; z 
and we will accept of the punishment of our 
iniquity,a and humble ourselves imder thy 
mighty hand^ and say, the Lord is right- 
eous.r 

Oh, the riches of the patience and forbear- 
ance of God I d how long-suffering is he to 
US-ward, not willing that any should perishi 
but that all should come to repentance.^ 

Thou hast not dealt with us according to 
our sins, nor rewarded us after our iniquities,/* 
but thou waitest to be gracious to us. 5* 

And, oh, that this goodness of God might 
lead us to repentance .A 

Wherefore we abhor ourselves, and repent 
in dust and ashes.t 

*Ezra ix 10 u Job. vii. 20. w Psal. xcv 11. 
X Neh. ix 33. y Ezra ix. 13. z Psalm li, 4. 
a Lev. xxvi 41 6 1 Pet v. 6 c2 Chron. xii. €• 
d Rom ii. 4 ^2 Pet iii 9 /Psalm ciii. 10. 
I Isaiah XXX. 18. h Rom. iu 4. i Job xlii. 6. 
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Oh, that our heads were waters, and our 
ey«s fountains of tears, that we might weep 
day and night for our transgressions^: 

Our iniquities are gone over our heads as 
a heavy burden, they are too heavy for us ; t 
but weary and heavy laden under this burden^ 
We come to Christ, who has promised that in 
him we shall find rest to our souls.m 

Oh, that knowing, every man, the plague 
•f his own heart,n we may look unto hinriy 
whom we have pierced by our sins, and may 
mourn, and be in bitterness for them, as one 
that is in bitterness for a first-bom ; p that we 
may sorrow after a godly sort, with that sor- 
row which worketh repentance unto salvatioi) 
not to be repentedof./i 

And, oh, that we may bring forth fruits, 
meet for repentance. 7 

k Jerem ix. 1. / Psalm xxxviii. 4. 

m Mattl xi 29. n 1 Kings viii. 38. o Zech. adl. i0« 
p 2 Corintkians tU. 10. f Matt. iu. 9. 
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\ CHAPTER III. 

Fetitiouh 

LORD) all oar desire is before thee, and 
our groaning is not hid from thee \a 
even the groanings which cannot "be uttered: 
for he that searcheth the heart knoweth what 
is the mind of the Spirit.^ 

Lord, we come to thee, as the poor publi- 
call) that stood afar off, and would not so much 
as lift up his eyes to heaven, but smote upon 
his breast : and we pray his prayer, God bo 
merciful to us sinners.c 

The God of infinite mercy be merciful un- 
to us. Oh, wash us thoroughly from our ini- 
quity, and cleanse us from our sin, for we 
acknowledge our transgressions, and our sin 
is ever before us.rf 

Oh,purge uswithhysopandwe shall be clean, 
wash us and we shall be whiter than snow; 
hide thy face from our sins, and blot out our 
iniquities. Be thou merciful to our unright- 
eousness, and our sins and our iniquities do 
thou remember no more.ff 

Let us be justified freely by thy grace,/* 
through the redemption that is in Jesus. Blot 

a Psalm xxxviii. 9. b Rom. viii. 26, 27 ^ 

9 Luke xviii. 13 d Fsalm. li. 2^ $,7* e Heb. viii. Vk» 
/Rom. iii. 3*. 

€ 



26 Petition. 

out as a cloud our transgressions, and as a 
thick cloud our sins.^ 

Enter not into judgment with thy servants, 
O Lord, for in thy sight shall no flesh living 
be justified^ 

Take away all our iniquity, and receive us 
graciously ; heal our backslidings, and love 
us freely, and let thine anger be turned away 
from usi 

Thou Lord art good, and ready to forgive ;k 
and rich in mercy to all them that call upon 
thee. Thou art a God full of compassion, 
and gracious, long-suiferipg and plenteous in 
mercy and truth. For who is a God like un- 
to thee, that pardonest iniquity, and passest 
by the transgression of the remnant of thine 
heritage ; who retainest not thine anger for 
ever, because thou delightest in mercy. O h, 
that thou wouldst have compassion upon us, 
and subdue our iniquities, and cast all our 
sins into the depth of the sea./ 

We have sinned, but we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, 
who is the propitiation for our sills, and not 
for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world .m 

We desire to count every thing loss for 
Christ, that we may win him, and be' found 

g Isa.xliv. 22. i» Psalm cxliii. 2. t'Hos. xiv. 4. 
k Psalm Ixxxvi 5, 15, / Mic vii. 18, 19, 
9n 1 John ii. 1, 3. 
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in him, not having our own righteousness, 
but that which is through the faith of Christ.n 

To thee, Lord our God, belong mercies 
and forgiveness, though we have rebelled 
against thee.o 

For thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon our 
iniquity, for it is great./^ 

For innumerable evils have compassed us 
about, our iniquities have taken hold upon us, 
so that we are not able to look up. Be pleas- 
ed, O Lord, to deliver us ; O Lord, make 
haste to help us.^ 

Oh, let us have the blessedness of those, 
whose transgression is forgiven) and whose sin 
is covered ; ofthat man unto whom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile .r . 

Oh, let us have redemption thro' Christ's 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of thy grace. Being justified ^^. 
by faith, let us have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and through him let 
us have access into that grace, wherein be* 
lievers stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God .9 

Oh, let us acquaiht ourselves with thee, 
and be at peace, that thereby good may come 
unto us./ 

n Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. o Dan ix. 8. p Psalm xxv. 11» 
q Psalm xl. 12, 13. r Psalm xxxii. i, 3, 
# Rom» vUi. 1, 2% » Job xxii. 21. 
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Heal US9 and we i^all be healed ; save u«^ 
find we shall be leaved ; for thou art our 
praise .2< 

Be not angry with us for ever, but receive 
us again, that thy people may rejoice in thee. 
Shew us thy mercy) O Lord, and grant u5 thy 
salvation .w 

Be thou to us a God, and take us to be to 
thee a people^r and ms^e us a willing people 
in the day of thy power .y 

We mtreat thy favor, O God, with our 
whole hearts ;z be merciful to us according 
to thy word ; for in thy favor is life, yea, thy 
lovingi-kindness is better than life itself.a 

Lord make thy face to shine upon us ^d 
be gracious unto us. I^ord lift up the light of 
thy counten^Bce upon uV and give us peace.6 

O God, be merciful unto us, and bless us^ 
fkfid cause thy face to shine upon us.c 

The Lord that made heaven and earth, 
bless us out of Zion \d bless us with all spirit- 
ual blessings in heavenly things by Christ 
Jesus.(? 

Oh, that thou wouldst bl^ss us indeed/ 

Command the blessing upon us, even life 
for ever more xg for thou blessest, O Lord, 
and it shall be blessed.^ 

u Jer, xvii. 14, w Psal Ixxxv. 5, 6. tc Heb. viii 10 
y Psalm ex. 3. 2 Psal. cxix. 58, a Psal, Ixiii. 3. 
b ^umb< vi. 25, 26. cPsal. Ixvii. 1* </Psal. cxxxiv.3« 
i Eph i 3. /I Cbron iy, IQ. g Psalm ci^xxiU- 3. 
b I Chron. xvii. 27* 
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Hast thou but one blessing ? yea, thou hast 
many blessings ; bless us, even us> O our 
Father .J 

Oh, cast us not away from thy presence, 
nor ever take thy Holy Spirit from us.X: 

Let the blood of Christ, who tlirough the 
etemai Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God, purge our consciences from dead works, 
to serve the living God./ 

Let thy Spirit witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God, and if children, 
then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ, to an inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for us.w 

The Lord of peace give us peace, that 
peace which Jesus Christ hath left us, such 
a peace as the world can neither give, nor 
take away.w 

Let the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep our Iiearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus ;o and let that peace 
rule in our hearts unto which we are called./^ 

Now the God of hope fill us with all joy 
and peace in believing, that we may abound 
in hope through ti)e power df the Holy 
Ghost .y 

iGen. xxvii 38. k Psalm li, 11. / Hcb. ix: 14, 
m Rom» viii. 16,, 17. and 1 Peter i 4. 
n John xiv, 27. o Phil. iv. 7. p Col; iii 15. 
q Rom. XV 12. 
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* 

We come to the throne of grace, that w« 
may obtain not only mercy to pardon, but 
grace to help in every time of need.r 

From the fulness that is in Jesus Christ, in 
ivhom it pleased the Father that all fulness 
should dwell,* let every one of us receive ; 
and grace for grace. f 

Oh, let no iniquity have dominion over us, 
because we are not under the law, but under 
grace.« 

But being made free from sin, let us be- 
come the servants of righteousness .w 

Let the law of the spirit of life, which is in, 
Christ Jesus, make us free from the law of 
sin and death. ;r 

Give us grace to put off the old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, that 
we may put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true ho- 
liness.y 

We pray that we may not enter into temp- 
tation :z or however that no temptation may 
take us, but such as is common to men, and 
let the faithful God never suffer us to be 
teifipted aboVe what we are able, but with the 
temptation make way for us to escapes 

Let Christ be made of God to us, not only 

rHeb iv. 16. * Col i 19. fjohni. 16- 
« Rom, vi. 14. w Rom. vi 18. :scRt)m, viii 2. 
y Epb. iv. 22, 24. z Matt. x.wi. 41. 

a 1 Cor. X. 13. 
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righteousness, but wisdom, sanctiitcation, and 
redemption .6 

Let us be planted together in the likeness 

of Christ's death and resurrection ; that as he 

"was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we also may walk in newness of 

lifc.c 

Lord, teach transgressors thy ways, and 
let sinners be converted unto thee ;rf and let 
the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of 
thejust.e 

Let those be quickened who are yet dead 
in trespasses and sinS;/* 

Open their eyes, and turn them from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins, and an inheritance among them, who 
are sanctified.^ 

Fulfil in U8^ all the good pleasure of thy 
goodness, and the work of faith with pOwer.A 

Lord, let thy grace be sufficient for us, and 
let thy strength be made perfect in weakness, 
that when we arc weak, then we may be 
strong,/ strong in the Lord, and the power of 
his might.Ar 

Give us all to know thee, from the least 
even unto the greatest ;/ and so to know thee, 

b 1 Cor, i. 30. c Rom. yi. 4- d Psalm H, 13. 
* Luke' i. 17 ^Eph ii 1. ^Actsxxvi 18 
b 2 Thess, i. 11. i 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10. i Eph. vi. 10. 
/Heb.viii. 11. 
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the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent, as may be eternal life unto us.m 

Open thou our eyes, that we may see won- 
derous things out bf thy law and gospeLn 

Let the Spirit of truth guide us into all 
truth,o and cause us to understand wherein 
we have erred /r 

Lord, grant that we may not be as childreni 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with ev- 
«ry wind of doctrine by the slight of men ; 
but speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into Christ in all things, who is the head.^ 

Lord, let thy Spirit teach us all things^ 
and bring all things to our remembrance^ 
whatsoever thou hast said unto us ;r that the 
word of Christ may dwell richly in us, in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding.^ 

Lord, give us a wise and understanding 
heart,r that wisdom which in all cases is pro- 
fitable to direct. Oh, that we may be filled 
with the knowledge of thy will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding ; that we may 
walk worthy of God unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful hi every good work> and increasing 
in the knowledge of God.u 

Order our steps by thy word, and let no 
iniquity have dominion over us.ictr 

m John xvii* 3. n Psalm cxix. 18. o Johr^ xvi 13, 
p Job vi. 24. ^Eph. iv. 14, 15. r John xiv. 26, 
« Col. iii 16 1 1 Kings ui. 9. u Col. I 9, 10. 
w Psalm cxix. 133. 
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Create in us a clean heart, O God, and re- 
new a right spirit within us ; and cast us not 
away from thy presence, and take not thy 
Holy Spirit away from ^s ; restore unto us 
the joy of thy salvation, and uphold us with 
thy free Spirit. x 

Write thy law in our hearts, and put it in 
our inward parts. y 

May we delight to do thy will, O God, and 
delight in the law of God after the inward 
iaaD.r 

Unto us, Lord, let it be given to believe ; 
for the fidth by which we are saved is not of 
ourselves, it is the gift of God. a 

Lord, increase our faith,i^ and perfecl what 
is lacking in it,^ that we may be strong in 
fiiith giving glory to God.d 

We beseech thee work in us that faith^ 
which is the substance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not seen,e by which 
we may look above the things that are seen, 
jthat are temporal, and may look at the things 
that are not seen, that are etenial/ 

Wilt thou work in us to will and to do.^* 

May we have that faith which overcometh 
the world,^ and that hope which is an anchor 
to the soul sure and stedfasti 

X Psal. U 10, 11, IS. ' y Heb. viii. 10. 
Z Rom vii, 22. a Eph, ii- ft. 6 Luke xvii. 5. 
c 1 Thess. iii 10. d Rom. iv. 20. e Heb, xi. 1, 
/2 Cor. iv 18. g jPhil. ti. 13. b 1 John v 4. 
I Hebrews vi. 19. 
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May we be watchful against all sin, and 
abstain from all appearance of evil .A: 

Let our hearts be purified by faith./ 

Oh, put thy fear into our hearts, that we 
may never depart from thee.m 

Let us all be devoted to thy fear ;fi and let 
us be in the fear of the Lord all the day long.9 

Give us grace we beseech thee, to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, whicli is the 
first and great Commandment./^ 

Oh, that the love of God may be shed a-» 
broad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.7 

Oh, that Jesus Christ may be precious to 
us,r as he is precious to all that believe, that 
he may be in our account the chiefest among 
ten thousand, and altogether lovely, and that 
he may be our beloved and our friend :a that 
though we have not seen him, yet we may 
love him ; and though we novr see him not, 
yet believing, we may rejoice with, joy un- 
speakable and full of glory .^ ^ 

Lord take away the stony heart out of our 
flesh, and give us a heart of fiesh.u 

Lord, give us to love our neighbor. as our- 
selves, with that love which is the fulfilling 
the law,w to love one anothisr with a pure 



i 1 Thess. v. 22. / Acts xv, 9. m Jcr. xxxii« 40. 
n Paal. cxix 38. o Prov. xxiii. 17. fi Matt, xxii 37. 
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heart fervently,^ that thereby all men may- 
know that we are Christ's disciples.y 

And as we are taught of God to love one 
another, give us to abound therein more and 
more \z and as we have an opportunity to do 
good to all men ;a and as much as in us lies 
to live peaceably with all men, always follow- 
ing after the things that make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify another. 3 

Lord, make us able to love our enemies, 
to bless them that curse us, and to pray for 
them that despitefuUy use us, and to do good 
to them that hate us, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another in love,c as Christ 
forgave us. Lord, give us grace to deny our- 
selves, to take up our cross daily, and to fol- 
low Christ ;rf to keep under the body, and 
bring it into subjection. ^ 

Lord, keep us from being lovers of our 
own selves,/ from being wise in our own 
conceit, and leaning to our own understand- 
ing.5^ 

Lord, give us all to learn of Christ, to be 
meek and lowly in heart, that we may find 
rest to our souls ;A and that herein the same 
mind may be in us, that was in Christ Jesus.t 

Lord, hide pride from us, and clothe us 

X I Pet. i. 22. y John xiii 35. z 1 Thess. iv. 9, 10. 
«Gal. vi 10 JRom. xii.l8' c Matt v. 44. 
rfMatt. xvi 24. e 1 Cor- ix. 27. / 2 Tim. iii. 2. 
S Prov. iu. ^, 7. b Matt. xi. 2». i PhU. ii. S. 
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with humility/, and put upon us the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which in 
thy Sight is of great pricciw 

Lord, give us grace to walk worthy the vo- 
cation, wherewith we are called, with all low-' 
liness and meekness, with long-sufTering^ 
forbearing one another in love.n 

Lord, teach us whatsoever state we are in, 
therewith to be content. Lord, grant that our 
conversation may be without covetousness ; 
and we may always be ccHiteat with such 
things as we have.o 

Enable us in patience to possess our souls./^ 

Let patience work experience in us, and ex- 
perience hope, such a hope as maketh not 
ashamed.^ 

We pray God, that we may do no evil, but 
be blameless and harmless as the children of 
God,r wiitieut rebuke in the midst of a crook- 
ed and perverse generation .« 

Oh, cleanse us from secret £aiults, keep 
back thy servants also from presumptuous 
sins ; let them not have dominion over 
us.f 

Let thy word be hid in our hearts that 
we may not sin against thee,tt and thy grace 
be at all times sufficient for us,w and mighty 

/ Job xxxiii. 17* nt 1 Pet. iii« 4. 

n £ph. iv. ly 2. o Heb. adii. 5. p Luke xxi. 19* 
q Rom. V. 4, 5. r %Cor* xiii. 7. *'Phil ii 15. 
/ Psalm xix. 13. u Ifealm cxix 11* w 3 Cor, xii. &. 
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in us ; and never give'us up to oar own heart's 
lust, to walk in otir own counsels.* 

Enable us to walk circumspectlf, not as 
fools, but as wise,t that we may cut off occa- 
sion from them, who desire occasion to blas- 
pheme that worthy name by which we are 
called ;x and with well doing may put to si- 
lence the ignorance of foolish men,y and 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things.z 

Lord, enable us to take heed to our ways, 
that we offend not with our tongue.a 

Thou hast said, if any man lack wisdom^ 
he must ask it of God, who gives to all iftcn 
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be; 
given him ib Lord, we want wisdom, make 
us wise as serpents and harmless as doves.c 

Oh, that we may always have our conver- 
sation in the world in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of Ged.rf 

Let all in every relation dwell together in* 
unity, that it may be as the dew of Hermon, 
and as the dew that descends upoli the moun- 
tains of Zion.^ 

Oh, that we may dwell together as joint 
heirs of the grace of life> that our prayers 
may not be hindered./ 

• Psalm Ixitxi, It. + Eph. v. 15. * $ Cor. xi 12» 
^l.Pet ii. 15. ^Titasii 10 a Psal xxxix. 1. 
b James i. 5. c Matt. k. 16. d 2 Cor i. 12. 
e Ptalm cxxxiii. 4, 3. /I Peter iix. 7» 
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Oh, that our ways were directed to icep* 
thy commandments, then shall we not be 
ashamed when we have respect to them all.jr 

Lord, give us to increase with the increas- 
es of God,A to grow in grace and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ;» 
to hold on our way, and having clean hands 
to grow stronger and stronger.^: 

Let our path be as the shining light, that 
shines more and more unto the perfect day./ 

Lord, quicken us to work the works of 
him that sent us, while it is day ; because 
the night comes wherein no man can work \m 
and what good our hands find td do, may we 
do it with all our might, because there is no 
work or knowledge in the grave, whither we- 
are going.n 

lx)rd, grant that we may never be slothful 
IB any good business, but fervent in spirit 
serving the Lord.o 

Lord, enable us to do the work of every 
day in its day, according as the duty of the 
day requires- ;/^ redeeming the time because 
the days are evil.y . 

Lord teach us to endure hardness, as good 
Soldiers of Jesus Christ ; r that we may not 
fear the reproach of men, or their revilingsy 
nor be ashamed of Christ or of his words ; » 

g Psal. cxix« 5, 6. b C%\. ii. 19. i 2 Pet iii. 18; 
ijob xvii. 9. / Prov, iv. 18. m John ix. 4. 
n Eccl. ix. 10. o Rom. xii. 11» p Ezra iii. 4. 
q Eph., V. 16. r 2 Tim. ii. 3. s Mark vdii. 38. 
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loiowing whom we have believed, even one? 
who is able to keep what we have commitied 
to him against that day./ 

Grant that forgetting the things that are 
behind, we may reach forth to those things 
that are before for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.tt 

We know, that we are bom to trouble at 
the sparks -fly upward ; but in six troubles 
be pleased to deliver us, and in seven let no 
evil touch us.w 

Lord, deliver us from every evil work, 
and preserve us unto thy heavenly kingdom^ 
being kept from falling, x that we may b6 
presented feultless at the coming of thy glory 
with exceeding joy-y 

Let the eternal God be our refuge and, 
underneath be the everlasting arms.z 

Let us be kept from the evil which is in the 
world, and sanctified through truth, thy word 
is truth.a 

Build us up, we pray thee, in our most holy 
faith, and keep us in the love of God, looking 
£br the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life.d 

Lord, make us to know our end, and the 
measure of our daysi, what it is, that we may 
knew and consider how frail we are,c and tliat 

1 2 Tim. i. 12. u Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. 

w Job V. 7. 19. X 2 Tim. iv. 18. y Jude 24. 
aTDeut. xxxiii. 27- a John xvii. 15. 17. 
h Jude 20, 21. « Pssdm xxxix. 4, 5. 
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Qur days are as an kand breadth, and that 
every man at his best state, is altogether 
vanity, and our days upon earth are as a 
shadow, and there is no abiding. Lord, teach 
us so to number our days, that we may apt 
ply our hearts unto wisdom, </ and make us 
to consider our latter end.f 

' Make us ialways ready with our loins gird-, 
ed about, and om* lights burning, because the 
Son of man comes at an hour that we think 
not./ 

And when we walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, be thou with us, that we 
may fear no-evil, let thy rod and thy staff 
comfort us.^ 

Guide us by thy counsel, ^d afiterward 
receive us to glory .^ 

Oh, that we may have our conversation in 
heaven, that we may from thence with com- 
fort look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus, 
who shall change our vile bodies, that they 
may be &shione3 Hke unto his glorious 
bodyi 

Oh, that we may set our affections on things 
that are above, and that our life may be hid 
with Christ, in God, that when Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, we also may appear 
with him in glory .^ 

d Ptalm. zc. 12. e Deut. xx^ii.SP. 

/Luke xii. 35. 40. g Psalm xxiii. 4. 

k Psal. Uxiii. 24- i PhU. ui. 2Q, 21. I Cd. iii.,2,3,4. 
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Wbcn we fail, kt us be received into ever- 
lastiog habitations, into tbe city that hatli 
habitations, whose builder and maker is 
God./ 

For Temporal mercies* 

THOU, Lord, art our rcfage, and our for- 
tress, and under thy wings will we trust, thy 
troth shall be our shield and buckler ; let us 
therefore not be afraid for the terror by night, 
nor for the arrow that fiieth by day. Having 
made the Lord our refuge, and the Most 
High our habitation, let no evil befal us, nor 
any plague come nigh our dwellings*<i 

Let the Lord be our keeper, even he that 
keepeth Israel^ and neither slumbers nor 
sleeps.^ 

Lord, make a hedge about us, - and about 
our houses, and about all that we have,c and 
take sickness away from the midst of us.^ 

Let us be blessed in the city and in the field, 
in our basket and in our store ; let us be 
bleiied when we come in, and when we go 
out.e 

Lord, let thy good providence so order all 
events concerning us, that they may be made 
to work for good to us, as thou hast promised? 

/Luke xyi. 9; a Psalm xci. 2, 4, 9, 10. 

b Psal. cxxi. 4, 5. c Job i. 10. d Exod. xxiii. 25. 
e Deut. xxviii, 3, 5, 6. 
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they shall to all that love thee, and are called 
according to thy purpose .y* 

Deal with us according to the tenor of the 
everlasting covenant, which is well ordered 
in all things and sure, and which is all pur 
salvation, and all our desire.^" 

Look upon us and foe merciful to us, as thou 
usest to do unto those that love thy name,^ 
and do more for us than we are able to ask or 
think,! and supply all our needs according to 
thy riches in glory by Christ Jesus.^ 

/Rom, viii. 28. g 2 Samuel xxiii* 5. 

A Pial. cxix. 132. i Eph. iu. 20. i PhU. iv. 19. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Thanks^ing. 
For Temfioral Mercies* 

LET our aouls bless the Lord^ and let all 
i that is within us bless his holy name ; 
yea, let our souls bless the Lord, and not 
forget any of his benefits^ 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the 
Lord,^ and to sing praises untcrthy name, O 
Most High, and to shew forth thy loving 
kindness in the morning, and thy &ithfulness 
every night.r 

Thou art gracious, and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and of great mercy /if and hast 
told us, that thou dost not afflict willingly ; or 
grieve the children of men ; but though thou 
cause grief, yet thou wilt have compassion 
according to the multitude of thy mercies.e 

Thou causest thy sun to shine on the evil 
and on the good ; and sendest rain on the 
just and on the unjust./ 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness, 
and thy paths drop fatness.^ 

Thou causest the grass to grow for cattle, 
and herb for the service of man. Thou giv- 

«Psal. ciii. 1, 2. b Psal. cxlvii- 1. c Psal xcii. 1,2. 
i/lPsal. cxlv. 8. e Lam. iii. 32, 33. /Matt. v. 45. 
xP8almIxv.9,10, 11. 
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est to all life and bitath, and aU things^ and 
the earth, O Lord, is full of thy mcrcyi 

All creatures wait upon thee, that thot; 
mayest give them their meat in due 8eason.i(: 

Thou hast made us of that nmk of beings, 
which is a little lower than the angels, and is 
crowned with glory and honori 

Our bodies are capable of being the tcm* 
tiles of the Holy Ghost, and our aculs of hav- 
ing the Spirit of God dwell in them ; we 
therefore desire to glorify thee with our bo- 
dies, and if^th cmr spirits^ which are thine j^t 

We lay us dowti and sleep, for thau> Lord, 
itiakest us to dwell in safety .n 

When the sorrows of death have compus* 
aed us, and the pains of hell gat hold upon us, 
Wtt have c^Hed upon thy name, and have, found 
that the Lord is gracipus and rigiiteous, yea, 
our God is merci^l : we have been brought 
low, and he hath helped us, aitd delivered our 
souls from death, our eyes from tears, and 
our feet from &lling ; we will therefore walk 
before the Lord in the tod of the livings 

Blessed be God, who daily loa(is us. ^vith 
his benefits. /i 

Thou hasW^veil us all things richly to en- 
joyj7 and into our hcmds bast brought pitnti- 
fuHy.r 

b Acts xvii-. 25. i Psal. cxix. 64. i Psal civ. 2?' 
/ Psal. viii. 5. onl Ccr. vi. 19, 20. n Psalrti iii. 5. 
o Psalm cxvi. 3, 4, 5, 6, 8. f> Psalm Uviii. 19. 
^ 1 Tim. vi. 17. r Job xiL 6. 
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Our houses have been safe from fear, and 
there hath been no rod of God upon us ;* so 
that the voice of rejoicing and salvation hath 
been in our tabernacle from day to day.? 

We thank thee that the lines have fallen 
to us in pleasant places, and that we enjoy a 
goodly heritage.^" 

When we have eaten and are full, we have 
reason to bless the Lord for the good land 
which thou hast given us ;«> a land which 
the eyes of the Lord our God are always 
upon, from the beginning to the end of the 
ycar.J7 

Thou makest peace in our borders and fil- 
l?st us with the finest of the whe^t.y 

For spiritual Mercies^ 

BUT especially blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesua^ 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all Spiritual 
blessing in heavenly things, in Christ.z 

Oh, how wonderfully did the kindness and 
love of God, our Saviour, towards man apr 
pear, not by works of righteousness which we 
had done, but according tp his mercy he sav- 
ed us :a we had destroyed ourselves, but in 
thee, and thee only was our help.d 

ff Job xxi.9. t Psalm cxviii 15. u Psal. xvi 6. 
tv Dcut. viii. 10. x Deut. xi. IG y Psal, cxlvii. 14. 
z Ephesians i. 3« a Titus iii- 4, 5. b Hosea xiii. % 
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When thou sparedsj: not the angels that 
sinned, but didst cast them down to hell ;c 
thou saidst concerning the race of man de- 
, stroy it not, for a blessing is in it^ 

We are boimd to give thanks always to 
thee, O God, because thou hast from the be- 
ginning chosen some to salvation through 
s^nctification of the Spirit : e that there is a 
i*emnant according to the election bi grace,y 
whom God hath chosen m Christ before the 
foundation of the world that they should be 
holy, g 

We have great cause for gratitude and 
.prsdse that God so loved the worlds as to give 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.A 

We bless thee that as soon as man had sin- 
ned, it was graciously promised, that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpept's 
head ; i and that in the Old Testament sac- 
rifices, Jesus Christ was the lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world.>S: 

We bless thee for the promise made to 
Abraham, that in his seed all the families of 
the earth should be blessed./ 

We bless thee for all that thou didst at sun- 
dry times, and in divers manners, speak in 

c 2 Pet. ii. 4. d Isaiah Ixv. 8. e 2 Thes. ii. 13. 
yRpm- xit 5. . ^Eph. i 4,5. ib John iii. 16* 
i Gen. iii. 15. iRcv. xili. 8. / Gen. xii. 3' 
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fimee past unto the fjithcrs by the prophets,m 
these holy men of God who spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost,n and pro- 
phecied of the grace that should come unto 
us. 

We bless thee, that when the fulness of 
time was come, thou didst send forth thy Son, 
.made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that 
we n>ight receive the adoption of sons.o 

We bless thee, that the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost ;A and that for this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested that he might destroy 
the works of the devil .^ 

Lord, we receive k as a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Je- 
sus came into the world to save sinners, even 
the chief.r 

We bless thee, that as forasmuch as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself took part of the same : that he 
took not on him the nature of angels, but 
our nature, and was in all things made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a merci- 
ful and faithful High Priest, in things per- 
taining to God, to make reconciliation for the 
sins of the people, and that he is not ashamed 
to call them brethren.^ 

m Heb. i. 1. n 2 Pet. i. 21. o GaL iv. 4. 
p Luke xix. 10. q 1 Johniii. 8. r 1 Tim. i 15, 
# Heb. ii. 14, 16. 
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We bless thee, that thou wast in Chnst, 
reconciling the world to thyself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them, and that thou 
hast committed unto us the word of reconcile 
iation.r 

Glory be to God in the highest^ that in and 
through Jesus Christ there is on earth peace 
and good will to men j£ 

We bless thee, that he hath left us an ex- 
ample, that we should follow his steps, in that 
he did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
jnouth, and when he was reviled, he reviled 
not again ; w and his meat and drink was to 
do the will of his Father ; x and he was holy, 
harmless, vmdefiled, separate from sinners.y 

Oh, that we may be armed with the same 
mind that he was,? and we may so walk as 
he walked. 

We praise thee, that Jesus Christ came not 
to call tjie righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance. a 

We thank thee for the gracious invitations 
he gave to those who arc weary and heavy 
laden, to come to him for rest,d and for the 
assurance he hath given, that whosoever 
comes to him, he will in no wise cast him 
out : c that he made a gi^acious offer, that 

t 2 Cor. v. 19. u Luke ii. U. w 1 Pet ii, 21, 22, 25. 
X John iv. 34. y Heb. vii. 26, z 1 Pet. iv. 1. 
a Matt. ix. 13. b Matt, xi, 28. c John vi. 3r. 
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inrliosoevei^ thirsts might come unto him and 
drink, (f 

Herein indeed God commendeth his love 
to us, in that while we were enemies, Chf-ist 
died fior us,^ that we might be reconciled to 
him by the death of his Son./ 

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world ; g that he 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us.A 

We bless thee, that Jesus Christ was 
wounded for our transgressions, and bruised 
for our iniquities and the chastisement of oui' 
peace was upon him, and by his stripes we 
are healed ; and the Lord having laid upon 
hini the iniquity of us all, it pleased the Lord 
to bruise him and put him to grief ;i that he 
hath loved us and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood, and hath made us unto our 
God kings and priests.^- 

Worthy is the Lamb, that was slain, to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and Messing ; 
for he was slain, and hath redeemed us to God 
by his blood./ 

.We thank thee, that as he was delivered 

d John vri, 37. e Rom. v, S. f\ John ir. 10. 
f 1 John ii. 2. b Gal. iii. 13. i Isaiah liii* 5, 6, 10. 
k Rev. i. 5. 6. / Rev v 9. 12. 

E 
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for our offences, so he arose again for our 
justification,m and was declared to be the Son 
of God with power by the resurrection frona 
the dead.n 

That though he was dead, yet he is alive, 
and lives for evennore> and hath the keys of 
death and of bell.o 

We bless thee, that our Lord Jesus is as- 
cended to his Father and our Father, to his 
God and our God \ti is ascended up on high, 
having led captivity captive, and hath received 
gifts for men, yea^ even for the rebellious alsoy 
that the Lord God might dwell among them : q 
that as the fore-runner he is for us entered inr 
to heaven itself,r now to appear in the pre- 
sence of God for us : that he is set on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
the heavens,^ angels, and authorities, and 
powers being made subject to him : u that he 
is gone before to prepare a place for us in his 
Father's house, where there are many man- 
sions .^o^ 

We thank thee, that having borne the sins 
of many he makes intercession for transgres- 
sors ; X and prays not for those only, that 
were given him when he was upon earth, but 
for all that shall believe on him through their 

m Rom. iv. 25. n Rom i 4. o Rev i. 18. 
p John XX. 17. q Psal Ixviii 18. r Heh. vi 28. 
f Heb.viii. 1. » 1 Pet. iii. 22- w Jehu xiv. 2, Ji. 
.V Isa. liii. 12. 
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word ; that they all may be one : y that vre 
have an advocate with the Father, even Jesus 
Christ the righteous, who i$ therefore able to 
save to the uttermost all those that come to 
God as a father by him,z seeipg he ever lives, 
making intercession .a 

'We thank thee, that because our Lord Je« 
9US humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross, there* 
fore God hath highly exalted him, and g^vcn 
him a name above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee might bow, and cv** 
ery tongue confess, ;that Jesus Christ is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father : b that he is 
Kingof kings and Lord of Iords,c that the An-r 
cient of Days hath given him dominion, and 
glory, an everlasting dominion, and a king- 
dom, which shall not be destroyed : d that 
the government is upon his shoulders, and 
that his name is called Wonderfiil, Counsel* 
lor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
and the Prince of Peace ; and that of the in* 
crease of his government and peace, there 
shall be no end.e 

We bless thee, that thou hast appointed a 
day, in which thou wilt judge the world in 
righteousness by that man, whom thou hast 
ordained, whereof thou hast given assurance 

y John xvii. 20, 21. Z 1 John ii 1. a Heb. vii.25; 
b Phil ii. 8, 9, 10* c Rev. xix. 16. d Daniel vii. U. 
f Ifaiah ix. 6, 7. 
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unto all men, in that thou hast rsused hin^ 
from the dead;^ 

That in that day the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven> with his mighty an<* 
gels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; g an4 
shall come to be gloriBed in his saints, and 
admired in all them that believe ; for them 
that sleep in Jesus he will bring with him^ 

We bless thee, that when our Lord Jesus 
went away, he sent us another comforter to 
abide with us for ever, even the Spirit of 
truthi 

And blessed be God for the promise, that 
as earthly parents, though evil, know how to 
give good g^fts to their children, so our hea* 
Tenly Father will give the Holy 6pirit to 
them that ask him.i6r 

We thank thee, that in Jesus Christ thou 
hast made an everlasting covenant with us» 
even the sure mercies of David, I and that 
though the mountaini^ may depart, and tho 
hills be removed, yet this covenant of thy 
peace shall never be removed : m that thou 
hast given unto us exceeding great land pre- 
cious promises, that by these we might bo 
partakers of a divine nature : n that thougl^ 

/ Acts xvii 31. g 2 Thes. i. 7, 8. 10. 
b 1 Thes. iv. 14. f John xiv. 16 17. 

i Luke xi. 13. / Isa. iv. 3. m Jsaiah liv. 10. 
» 2 Peter j. 4. 
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thou chasten our transgressions with the rod, 
and our iniquities with stripes, yet thy loving 
kindness thou wilt not utterly take away, nor 
cause thy faithfulness to fail ; thy covenant 
thou wilt not bi^ak, nor alter the thing that is 
gone out of thy lips.o 

That baptism is appointed to be a seal of 
the righteousness of faith, as circumcision 
was ;/) that it assures us of the remission of 
sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, and that 
this promise is to us, and our children.^ 

And that the cup in the Lord's supper is 
the blood of the New-Testament, which was 
shed for many for the remission of sins.r 

We thank thee, that we have the scriptures 
to search, and that in them we have eternal 
life, and that they testify of Christ,^ and that 
all scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine,for reproof,for cor- 
rection, and for instruction in righteousness it 
that whatsoever things were written afore- 
time, were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the scrip- 
ture might have hope ; u and that we have 
this most sure word of prophecy, as a light 
shining in a dark place.w 

We thank thee, that thou hast made known 
unto us thy holy Sabbaths,ir and that still 

o Psalm Ixxxix. 32, 33, 34, p Rom. iv 11. 
9 Acts ii. 38, 39. r Matt, xxvi 28 t John v. 39. 
t 2 Tim. iii 16. u Rom. xv. 4, w 1 P«t. i. 9. 
X Nehemiah ix. 14* 

E 2 
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there remains the keeping of a Sabbath to the 
people of God : y and that when the Lord 
Jesus ascended up on high, he gave gifts un- 
to men, not only prophets, apostles, and evan- 
gelists, but pastors and teachers, for the per- 
fecting of the saints, for the work of the min- 
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
€)f the fulness of Christ : z and that while 
they teach us to observe all things which 
Christ hath commanded, he hath promised 
to be with them always even unto the end of 
the world : a that Jesus Christ hath built his 
church upon a rock, which the gates of hell 
cannot prevail against,^ but his seed shall en- 
dure for ever, and his throne as the days of 
heavenx 

We bless thee for the cloud of ^vitnesse8 
with- which we are encompassed about.rf for 
the elders that have obtained a good report,^ 
and are now through faith and patience in- 
heriting the promises.^* 

Lord, give us to follow them, as they fol- 
lowed Christ. 5" 

We thank thee for the crown of life, which 

y Eph. iv. 9. z Epb iv. 8, 11, 12, 13. 

a Matt, xxviii. 20. b Matt. xvi. 18. 

c Psal h.\xix. 29. d Hcb. xii. I. e Hcb. xi. 2. 
y Heb. vi. 12. g 1 Coj. xi !• 
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the' Lord hath promised to them that love 
him ; the inheritance incorruptible) undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for us : A that having no continuing city^ 
we are encouraged to seek the better country, 
that is, the heavenly, the city that hath foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is Godi: 

Wc bless thee, that thou hast not given 
us over to a reprobate mind,/ that our con- 
sciences are not seared, that thou hast not 
said concerning us,m they are joined to idols 
let them alene,n but that thy Spirit is yet 
striving with us.o 

Hath God by his grace translated any of 
us out of the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of his dear Son Ifi not unto us, O 
Lord, but unto thee be all the glory. 

We adore the riches of thy mercy, that any 
of us have any reason to hope that we have 
passed from death unto life,^ and are made 
to differ from those who are dead in trespas- 
ses and stns.r 

It is by thy grace that we are what we are,t 
and all praise and glory belongs to thee. 

We bless thee for the redemption we have 
through Christ's blood, even the forgiveness 

b James i. 12. i Hcb. xiii. 14, i Heb. xi- 10, 16. 
/ Rom. i 28. ml Tim. iv. 2. n Hosea iv. 17. 
Gen. vi. 3. p Col. i 13. q John v. 24. 
r Eph. ii. 5. * 1 Cor. xv. 10 
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of fiins> according to the riches of thy grace, 
wherein thou hast abounded towards us.^ 

Thou hast not quenched the smoking flax, 
nor broke the bruised reed ; u but having ob« 
tained help of God we continue hitherto.w 

In the day when we cried, thou hast an- 
swered us, and hast strengthened us with 
Strength in our souls. x 

Unless the Lord had been our help, our 
souls had almost dwelt in silence ; but when 
we said our foot slippeth, thy mercy, O Lord, 
lield us up : and in the multitude of our 
thoughts within us, thy comforts have been 
the delight of our souls.y 

Thou hast brought us to thy holy mountain, 
luid made us joyful in thy house of prayer ; z 
and we have found it good to draw nigh unto 
God.a 

We have had reason to say, that a day in 
thy courts is better than a thousand, and that 
it is better to be a door-keeper in the house 
of our God than to dwell in the tents ofwick- 
«dness.6 

We have sat down under thy shadow with 
delight, and thy fruit hath been sweet unto our 
taste ; thou hast brought us into the banquet- 
ing house, and thy banner over us has been 
love.c 

* Eph. i. r. " a Matt. xii. !30. to Acts xxvi 22. 
9c Psal. cxxxviii. 3. y Psal. xciv. 17* 18. 
z Isaiah Ivl. 7. a Psal Ixxiii. 28. 

^.Psal. Ixxxiv. 10, 11, 12. c Cant, ii- 3. 4. 
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'We have reason to love thee, O Lordy be- 
4:ause thou hast heard the voice of our sup- 
plications^ .and because thou hast inclined 
thine ear unto us, we will therefore call upon 
tthee as long as we live.</ 

Lord) thou hast heard the desire of the 
bumble^ thou wilt prepare iheir hearts, and 
cause thine ear to hear.tf 

Though no af^iction for the present hath 
jbeen joyous, but grievous, nevertheless after- 
ward it hath yielded the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness, and hath proved to be for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of thy ho- 
liness./ 

We have had reason to ^ay? Uiat it wa9 
good for us we were afflictedj that we might 
learn thy ccmnnandments ; for before we 
were afflicted we went astray, but afterwards^ 
liiive jcept thy word, jr 

Thou hast dealt well with thy serva^ts^ O 
X>ord, according to thy word^A 

And now, what shall we render unto the 
Lord for all bis benefits towards us ? let our 
sduls return to him as their rest, because h« 
hath dealt bountifully with us, we will take the 
icup of salvation and call upon the name of 
' the Lordi 

rfPsal. cxvi. 1, 2. e Psal x. 17. /Heb. xii. 10, H. 
f Psal. cxix. 67, 7%. i6 J^^al-^cxix, 65. i P«aJ. cxvL 7* 
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CHAPTER V. 

Intercession, 

OH, look with compassion upon the world 
that lies in wickedness^ let the prince 
of this world be cast out,^ that has blinded 
their minds.c 

Oh, let thy salvation and thy righteousness 
be openly shewed in the sight of the heathen, 
and let all the ends of the earth see the sal* 
vation of our God.rf 

Oh, give thy Son the heathen for his in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for his possession. e 

Let all the kingdoms of this world become 
the kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Christ.y 

Let the people that sit in darkness see a 
great light, and to them which sit in the re* 
gion and shadow of death, let light spring 
up.^ 

Add unto thy church daily such as shall 
be saved ; h enlarge the place of its tents, 
lengthen its cords, and strengthen its stakesJ 

Oh, let the earth be full of the knowledge 
©f the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.* 

a 1 John V. 19. 6 John xii. 31. c 2 Cor. iv.4. 
d P«alm xcviii.2. 3. e Psal ii. 8. /*Rev. xi. 15, 
g Matt. iv. 16. b Acts ii. 47. i Isaiah liv. % 
* Jsaiah xi. 9. 
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Let the branches, which are broken off, not 
abide still in unbelief, but be grafted in again 
into their own olive tree. And though 
blindness is in part • happened to Israel, yet 
let the fulness of the Gentiles come in and 
let all Israel be saved. A: 

Let them be made to look unto him, whom 
they have pierced ; / and that they may turn 
to the Lord, let the veil which is upon their 
bearts be taken away.m 

Our hearts' desire and prayer to God for 
the gospel Israel, is, that it may be saved.n 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion, 
build the walls of Jerusalem.© 

Save thy people, O Lord, and bless thine 
heritage, feed them also, and lift them up 
for ever.^' 

May grace be with all them that love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity ; r and give 
to all that name the name of Christ to depart 
from iniquity .« 

We pray for all that believe in Christ that 
they all may be one.r 

Oh, teach transgressors thy ways, and let 
sinners be converted unto th^e.w 

Oh, give them repentance to the acknowl- 
edging of the truth as it is in Jesus ; that 

k Rom. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26. / Zech. xii. 10. 
tn 2 Cor. iii. 16. n Rom. x. 1. a Psal. li, 18. 
9 Psal xxviii. 9. r Eph. vi. 24. * 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
t Jokn xvii 20, 21. u Psal. U. 13. 
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they may retover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil .w 

Let those, that are as sheep going astray, 
return to Jesus ChriSt, the shepherd and 
bishop of our souls. j: 

•Lord, let thy Spirit be poured out upon thy 
churches from on high.t/ 

Let pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father, flourish and prevail every 
where.z 

Oh, revive thy YX>rk in the midst of the 
years, in th« midst of the years make known/i 
and let oux* times be times of reformation .6 

Let them be confounded and turned back 
tbat hate Ztm, and be as the grass upon the 
house-tops, which withereth before it grow- 
cth up.c 

Let no weapon formed against thy church 
prosper, and let every tongue that riseth a- 
gainst it in judgment be condemned .rf 

Lord, let the man of sin be consumed with 
the Spirit of thy mouth, and be destroved 
with the brightness of fhy coming ; and let 
those be undeceived, that have been long un- 
der the power of strong delusions to belfcve 
a lie, and cause them to receive the truth in 
the love of it.ff 

w 2 Tim. ii 25, 26: x 1 Peter ii. 25. 
j» Isai xxxii. 15. t James i. 27. a Hab ill 7. 
b Heb. ix. 10. c Psal- C5cxix. 5, 6. d Isaiah liv. 17. 
t2 Thes. 2, 3, 8, 10, IJ. 
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We desire in our prayers to remember those 
that are in bonds £or the testimony of Jesus > 
as bound with them^ and those which suffer 
adversity, as being ourselves also in the 
body/ 

Lord) arise, and have mercy upcm Zum^ 
and let the time to favor her, yea, the set 
time come ; yea, let the Lord build up Zron, 
and appear in his gloiy. Lordr regard the 
prayer of the destitute and do not despise 
their prayer.j^ 

Oh, cause thy face to shine upon those 
parts of thy sanctuary, whicli are desolated 

Lord> hasten the time, when thou wilt 
make wara to cease to the ends of the eail:h,£ 
wlien nation shall no more lift up sword 
against nation, nor kingdom against king- 
dom ; but swords shall be beaten into plow- 
sliares,.and spears into pruning hooks, and 
they shall not learn wax: any moi*e.it 

Make kings nursing Others,, and their 
queens nursing mothers to the Israel of God./ 

Lord, thou hast dealt favorably with our 
land ; in we have heard with onr ears, and 
our Others have told us, what work thou 
didst for us. in their days, and in the times of 
old.n 

/HcU x4ii. 3, g Psal, cSl. 13, 16, 17. 
h Dan. ix 17. i Psak xlvi. 9* kU^M^i, ii. 4. 
/ Isaiah xUx. 33. 97t>Psal. Ixxxv. 1. n P»al» xI4v. "k- 

F 
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May the glorious times, which thou pre- 
dicted, soon come ; when all shall know thee 
from the least to the' greatest,© and the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.^^ 

But we are a sinful people, a people laden 
with iniquity, a seed of evil doers,^ and great 
reason we have to sigh and cry for all the a- 
bominations committed among us.r 

Iniquity abounds among us, and the love of 
many is waxen cold.« 

Turn us to thee, O Lord God of hosts, and 
cause thy face to shine, and we shall be sa- 
ved.^ 

Let not our candlestick be removed out of 
his place, though we have deserved it should 
be, because we have left our first love.w 

Let wisdom and knowledge be the stabil- 
ity of our times, and strength of salvation ; 
and may the fear of the Lord be our treas- 
ure iw let the righteous flourish among us, 
and let there be those that shall fear the Lord 
in our land,a? as long as the sun and moon 
shall endure. 

May God himself be a wall of fire round 
about us, and the glory in the midst of us.y 
May peace be in our borders, and prosper- 

o Jer. xxxi. 34. p Isaiah xi. 9. q Isaiah i. 4. 
r Ezek. ix. 4. s Matt. xxiv. 12. t Psal. Ixxx. 2, 3. 
u Rev. ii. 4, 5. w Isaiah xxxiil 6. 

X Psal. IxxU. 5, r. ;; Zcch. ii. 5. 
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ity in our palaces. Appoint salvation to us 
for waHs and bulwarks ; make our officers 
peace^ and our exactors righteousness ; let 
violence never be heard in our gates, wasting 
and distraction in our borders, but let our walls 
be called salvation, and our gates praise.z 

Let our peace be as a river, and in order 
to that, may our righteousness be as the waves 
of the sea^a 

Let that righteousness abound among us, 
Tvhich exalteth a nation, and deliver us from 
sin, which is a reproach to any people .A 

Never make our:heavcns as brass, and our 
earth as iron,c nor take away thy corn and 
thy wine from us, but give us the former and 
the latter rain in due season,(f and reserve to 
us the appointed weeks of harvest.^ 

Abundantly bless our provision, and satis- 
fy our poor with bread,/ that they who have 
gathered it may eat, and praise the Lord.^ 

Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked come 
to an end, but establish thou the just.A 

Let all iniquity stop her mouth,i and let the 
infection of that plague be stayed by execut»» 
ing judgment. A: 

Let those that are striving aga^'nst sin, nev- 
er be weary or faint in their minds./ 

sisaiah Ix. 17. 18. a Isa xlviii. 18. b Prov. xiv. 34. 
c Deut. xxviii. 23. d Joel ii. 23. e Jer. v. 24. 
y Psal. cxxxii 15. g Isaiah Ixii. 9' b Psal. vii. 9. 
/ Psal. cvii. 42. k Psal. cvi. 30. / Hcb. xii. Z, 4. 
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We beg in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that there may be no divisions among 
us, but that we may be perfectly joined togeth- 
er in the same mind, and in the same judg- 
ment.m 

Now the God of patience and consolation 
grant us to be like minded one towards anoth- 
er ; according to Christ Jesus, that we may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify God,72 
and promote the common salvation.© 

Give us to follow after the things that 
make for peace, and things ^vherewith one 
may edify anofher,/^ that living in love and 
peace, the God of love and peace may be 
with- 03 .7 

Let nothing be done through strife and vain 
glory, but every thing in lowliness of mind,r 
and grant that our moderation may be known 
to all men.a 

Give us beip from trouble, for vain is the 
help of man j through God let our forces do 
valiantly .r 

Those that jeopard their lives for us in the 

*higii places of the field, teach their hands to 

wiir,tt and their fingers to fight, give them the 

shield of thy salvationjW and let thy right 

m 1 Cor. i 10. n Rom xv. 5, 6. o Jude 2. 
/)'RoiTi. xiv. 3, 19. q 2 Cor. xiii. 11. r Phil. ii. S. 
« Phil. iv. 5. t Psal.ix. 11, 12. u Judges v- 18. 
f» psal. xviii. 34, 35. 
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hand hold them up, and caver their heads in 
the day of battle.^? 

Counsel our counsellors, and teach our sen? 
ators wisdom ly Oh, give them the spirit of 
■wisdom and understanding, a spirit ©f coun- 
sel, of knowledge, ^nd of the fear of the 
Lord.z 

. Nor ever let the things that;belong to our 
national peace, be hid from the eyes of those 
\yho are intrusted with its counsels.^ 

Make those that rule over us just men ml- 
ing in the fear of God.6 

And let those that judge remember, that 
they judge not for man, but for the Lord, who 
is with them in the judgment, that therefore 
the fear of the Lord may be ujjon them.c 

Make them able meiii and men of truth, 
fearing God, and hating covetousness,fir4,hat 
judgment may run down like a river, and 
righteousness as a niighty stream«i? 

And let rulers never be a terror to good 
works, but to the evil.y 

Teach thy ministers how they ought to be- 
have themselves in the house of God, which 
is the church of the living God,^ that they 
may not preach themselves,^ but Christ Jesus 

X Psal. clx. 7. y Psal. cv. 22. z Isaiah xi. 23. 
a Luke xix. 42. b 2 Sam. xxxiii. 3. 

c 2 Chron. xix. 6, 7. d Exod. xviii. 21. 

e Amos v. 34. fl Pet. ii 14. g 1 Tim. ui. 17. 
b 2' Cor. IV. 5. 

F 2 
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the Lord, and may study to shew themselves 
approved to God, workmen that need not tp 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truthi 

Let utterance be given to them, that they 
open their mouths boldly, to make known the 
mystery of the gospel, that they may speak 
as they ought to speak,A: as able ministers of 
the New-Testament,/ and let them obtain 
mercy of the Lord to be faithful. m 

Let the arms of their hands be made strong 
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacpb ; n 
and let them be full of power by the Spirit of 
the Lord of hbsts,Q to shew thy people their 
transgressions, and the house of Jacob their 
sins, fi- 

Loixi, grant that they may not labor in 
vain or spend their strength for nought, and 
in vain;^ but let the hand of the Lord be 
with them, that many may believe, and turn 
to the Lord.r 

Let the schools of the prophets be replen- 
ished with every good gift and perfect gift 
from above, from the Father of lights.* 

Cast salt into those fountains, that from 
thence may issue streams, yihich. shall make 
glad the city of our God.^ 

I 2 Tim. ii. 15. i Eph. vi. 19, 20. / 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
m 1 Cor vii 21. n Gen. xlix. 24. o Mich, iii 8. 
p Isaiah Iviii. 1. q Isaiah -\lix. 4.^;;^ r Acta xi. 'x\ 
f» James i. 17. t 2 Kings ii. 21. 
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Give grace to all the subjects of this land, 
that they may, under the government God 
hath set over us, live quiet and peaceable 
lives in all godliness and honesty .u 

Let all of every denoininatioii that fear 
God, and work righteousness, be accepted of 
him.w 

Lord, give to those that are young to re- 
member their Creator in the days of their 
youdi, that thereby they may be kept from 
the vanity v^rhich childhood and youth arp 
subject to, and may be restrained from walk- 
ing in the way of their heart, and in the sight 
of their eyes, by considering, that for all 
these things God wiU bring them into judg- 
ment.x 

May the aged reflect on the evil days that 
lu'e come to them, and the years of which 
they say there is no pleasure in them,^ as 
earthly comforts are failing, may thy com? 
forts delight their souLz 

Nor also when they are old and gray-headr 
ed, leave them not ; cast thenj not off in their 
old age, fail theip not when their strength 
faileth^ 

Let every hoary head be a crown of glory 
to those that have it, being found in the way 
of righteousness..^ 

u 1 Tim W. 2. w Acrs x. 35. xEccl. xii.l, 9, 10. 
;; Eccl- xii. 1. z Psalm xciv. 19 

a Psal. Ixxi, 6, 17, 18. b Prov. xvj. 31. 
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Lord, keep those that are rich in the world 
from being high-minded, and trusting in un- 
certain riches, and give them to trust in the 
living God ; that they may do good, and be 
rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing 
to communicate, that they may lay up in 
store for themselv^ a good security for the 
time to come.c 

Lord, make those that are poor in the 
worid rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, 
and give to them to receive the gospel. 5 

And though no affliction for the present 
seems to be joyous, but grievous, nevertheless 
afterward let it yield the peaceable fruit of 
ri^teoosness to them that are exercised 
thereby.^ 

Lord, give us to love o»jr enemies, to bless 
them that curse us, and to pray for them that 
despitefully use and persecute us./ 

And grant, that our ways may so please the 
Lord, that even our enemies may be at peace 
with us. ^ 

And we pray for all tho^e whom we love in 
the truth, that they may prosper and be in 
health, especially that their souls may pros- 
per.A 

c 1 Tim. vi 17, 19. d James ii. 5. 

e lieb. xii. 11. /Matt. v. 44, ^ Prov. xvi T. 
h 3 John 2. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Occasional Mdresaes, 
Mornings Prayer. 

OXJR voice shalt thou hear in the mom- 
ix)g, m the morning will we direct our 
prayer unto thee, and will look up ; for our 
souls wait for thee^a 

It is thou> O God., that hast commanded 
the morning, and caused the day spring to 
know its place. The .day is thine, the night 
also is thine, thou hast prepared the light and 
the &un.^ ^ 

With the light of the morning, lift upoU 
us the light of thy countenance ; let the day 
«priBg from -on high visit us, .to give us the 
knowledge of salvation, through the tender 
mercies of our God ; c and leil the sun of 
righteousness arise upon our souls with heal- 
ing under his wings ; d and let our path be as 
the shining light, that shines more and more 
unto the perfect day .^ 

It is of thy mercy^ O Lord, that we ai^ 
not consumed, even because thy compassions 
fail not, they are new every morning./* 

a Psalm v. 3 i Psalm Ixxiv. 16 cLuke i. 77, 78. 
d Mai. iv. 2. e Prov. iv. 18. /Lam. iii. 22, 2^^^ 
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We thafH^ thee that we have laid us down,^ 
have had where to lay our head^ and have 
not been wandering in desarts and mountains, 
in dens and caves of the earth ; i and have 
slept and have not been full of tossing to and 
fro till the dawning of the day, and that wea- 
risome nights are not appointed to us.A* 

Thou hast preserved us froiH the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness,/ and from the malice 
of the rulers of the darkness of this world,m 
the roaring lion that goes about seeking 
whom he may devour ; n he that keeps Israel, 
and neither slumbers nor sleeps, has kept us, 
and we have been safe.o 

And now may the Lord preserve and keep 
us from all evil this day, yea, may the Lord 
preserve our'' souls : Lord, preserve our going 
out and coming m.fi 

Give thine angels charge concerning us, to 
bear us up in their hands, and keep us in all 
our ways.y 

And give us grace to do the work of the 
day in its day, as the duty of the day re- 
quires.r 

g Psalm lii. 5. h Mark viii. 20. i Heb. xi. 38» 
k Job vii. 34. / Psalm xci. 6. m Eph. vi. 12. 
n 1 Pet. T. 8. o Psalm cxxi« 4. pV%, cxxL 7> 8. 
fl Psalm xci 11, 12. r Ezra iii. 4. 
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In our jEvening Prayers* 

THOU, O God, makest the out-goings of 
the evening and the morning to fejoicca 

Blessed be the Lord, ivho daily loads us 
■with his benefits, and who hath this day pre- 
served our going out and coming in : r 

And now we have received from thee our 
daily bread, we pray thee, forgive us our 
trespasses.!^ 

Ajid may >ve lay us down and sleep ; for 
thou, Lord, makest us dwell in safety .w 

Let the angels of God encamp round about 
uSyT that we may lie down and none make ui 
afraid.* 

Into thy hands we commit our spirits.^ 

Give us to remember thee upon our beds, 
and to meditate upon thee in the night watch* 
es.z 

Enable us to commune with thee and with 
our own hearts upon our beds.a 

In craving a Bltuing before Meat, 

THOU, O Lord, givest food to all flesh, 
for thy mercy endures for ever.d 

The eyes of all wait on thee ; c but espe- 

9 Psalm Ixv. 8, t Ps. Ixviii. 19. u Matt. vi. 11, 12. 
w Psalm iv. 8. x Ps. xxxiv. 7. * Job xi. 19. 
y Psalm xxxi, 5. z Psalm. Ixiii. 6. a Psalm iv. 4. 
b Ps, cxxxvi. 25, c Ps. cxlv. 15. 
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cially thou givestmeat to them that fear 
Ihce, being ever mindful of thy covenant.cf 

Thou art our life and the length of our 
day9,e the God that hath fed us all our life 
long unto this, day./ 

Thou givest us all things richly to enjoy, 
though we serve thee but poorly. 5- 

We acknowledge we are not worthy of the 
least crumb that falls from the table of thy 
providence .A 

According to our Master's example, we 
look up to heaven, and pray for a blessing 
upon our food ; i abunda^y bless our pro- 
vision.X' 

Grant that whether we eat or drink, op 
whatever we do,, we may do all to the glory 
of God./ 

In returning Thdnkn after Meat 

NOW we have eaten and are full, we bless 
thee for the good land thou hast given us.m 

Especially we bless thee for the bread of 
life, which came down from heaven, and 
which was given for the life of the world : 
Lord, evermore give us that bread, and wis- 
dom to labor less for the meat that perishetb, 



5 



c^Ps. cxi. 5. cDeut. xxx. 30. /Cren.xtviii. 15. 
1 Tim. vi. 17. h Matt. xy. ST. i Matt. xiv. 19, 
Ps. cxxxii. 15, / 1 Cor. x. 3X. w Deut.viii. la 
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aiid more for that i¥hich endures to everlasting 
life.n 

The Lord give food to the hungry, and 
send portions to the needy.o 

Let us be of those blessed ones that shall 
tat bread in the lungdom of God. fi 

In the Mvening before the Lofd'9 Day. 

• # 

NOW give us to remember that to-mor- 
row is the Sabbath of the Ldrd,^ and that it 
is a high day, holy of the Lord, and honora-* 
ble,r and give us grace to sanctify ourselves \* 
and may the Lord do wonders among us.r 

Give us rest from ddl our own works, and 
may we leave all our worldly cares. , 



For the Morning of the Lord** Day. 

W£ bless thee, Lord, that the light we see, 
is the Lord's,^ that we see one more of th« 
days of the Son of man,w a day to be spent in 
thy courts, which is better than a thousand, 
elsewhercar 

Oh, that we may be in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day,y and that we may call the Sab* 

n John vi. 2r, 33, 34. ' o P»al. cxWi. 7. 
p Luke xiv. 15, <g £^xod. xvi, 2^. r John xix. 31. 
* Isaiah Iviii, 13. f Joshua iii. 5. u Psal. cxviii. 27. 
%i Luke xvii. 22. x Ps. Ixxxiv. 10» y Rev, i. 10. 

G 
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bath a delight ; z and may honor the Son of 
man, who is Lord also of the Sabbath-day^ 
not doing our own ways, nor finding our own 
pleasures, nor speaking our own words. 

May that God, who on the first day of the 
world commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, or this first day of the week shine 
in our hearts, to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.6 

This is the day the Lord has made, we will 
.rejoice and be glad in it.c 

Oh, that we may this day experience the 
power of Christ's resurrection ; d that as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we also may walk in 
newness of life ; e and by seeking the things 
that are above may make it appear that we 
are risen with him./ 

Oh, that this day we may be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and that the fruit of the Spirit 
in us may be in all goodness and righteous- 
ness and truth .5* 

In our Frefiaratioiifor the Lord'* Supper, 

NOW we are invited to come and eat of 
wisdom's bread, and drink of the wine she 

z Isaiah Iviii. 13 a Mark ii. 28. b 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
c Psal. cxviii. 23, 24. d Phil. iii. 10. * Rom. vi. 4, 5^ 
/Col. iii. 1. ^Eph. V. 18. 
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iiath mingled,* give us to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness \h and being called unto 
the marriage supper of the Lamb,? give us the 
wedding garment.^ 

Awake, O North wind, and come thou, 
South, and blow upon our garden, that the 
spices thereof may flow forth > and then let 
our beloved come into his garden and eat his 
pleasant fruits./ 

Draw us, and we will run after thee. 

In the celebrating the Lord*9 Supfier. 

OH, let this cup of blessing, which we bless, 
be the communion of the blood of Christ.m 

Let this bread which we break be the com- 
munion of the body of Christ, and enable us 
herein to shew forth the Lord's death till he 
come.n 

Now let us be joined to the Lord Jn an ev- 
erlasting covenant ;o so joined to the Lord, as 
to become one flesh with him. A 

Now let us be made partakers of Christ, by 
holding fast the beginning of our confidence 
stedfast unto the end.y 

Let Christ's flesh be meat indeed to us, and 
his blood drink indeed, and give us so by faith 

* Prov. ix. 5. h Matt, v 6. / Rev. xix. 9. 

i Matt xxii 11. / Cant. iv. 16. m 1 Cor. x. 16. 

n 1 Cor. xi. 26. • Jer. 1. 5. pi Cor. vi. 17. 
€[ Heb. iii. 14. 
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to eat his flesh, and drink his blood, that he 
may dwell in us and we in him, and we may 
live by him.r 

Give us grace, as we have received the 
Lord Jesus, so to walk in him,< that our con* 
versation may be in erery thing as becomes 
the gospels 

Thy vows, O God, are upon us, Oh, that 
we may daily perform them.u 

Upon occasion qfthe Baptism cjfa ChUd^ 

TO thee^ O God, whose all souls are, the 
souls of the parents, and the souls of the chil* 
dren,v we present this child a living sacrifice^ 
-which we desire may be holy and acceptat> 
ble,w and that it may be given up and dedi« 
cated to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost jt 

It is conceived in sin, but there, is a foun* 
tain opened \y Oh, wash the soul of this child 
in that fountain,? now it is by thy appointment 
washed with pure waters 

Oh, make good thine ancient covenant, 
that thou will be a God to believers and to 
their seed \b for this blessing of Abraham 
comes upon the Gentiles ;c and the promise 
is still to us and our children.^/ 

r John V. 54f, 56, 57» * Col. ii. 6. f Phil. i. 27. 
u Psal. Ivi. 12. V Esrek. xviiL 4. w Rom. xii. 1. 
X Matt. xxviiL 19. y Psal. Jl 5. z Zech. xiii. 1, 
a Heb. x. 22. h Gen. xvil. 7. c Ga|. iH. 14i 29, 
</Aet5u. 39. 
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Thou hast encouraged us to bring littje 
children to thee ; for thou hast said that of 
isuch is the kingdom of God. Blessed Jesus, 
take up this child in the arms of thy power 
^nd grace, put thy hands upon it, and bless 
it :e let it be a vessel of t^onor sanctified, and 
meet for the Raster's use,/ and owned as one 
of thine in that day, when thou makest up 
thyjewels.jg" 

Oh, pour thy spirit upon pur seed, thy 
blessing upon pur offs^ring.^^ 



Upon occasion of a Funeral, 

LORD, give us to find it good for us to go 
to the house of mourning, t that we may be 
minded thereby of the end of all men, and may 
lay it to our heart, and may be wise to con? 
sider our latter end \k for we must be gathr 
cred to our people, as our neighbors ^and 
brethren are gathered./ 

We know that thou wilt bring us to death, 
and to the house appointed for all livihg,m but 
let us not see death, till by faith we have seen 
the Lord Christ, and then let us depart ii) 
peace.n 

e Mark x. 14. 16 / 2 Tim. ii. 21. g Mai iii. If, 
b Isaiah xliv. 3. / Bed. vii. 3. k Deut. xxxii. 29, 
/ Numb xxvii. 13. 4n Job xxx. 23. 

n Luke ii. 2p, 27* 

'. G 2 :. 
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And when the earthly house of this taber- 
nacle shall be dissolved, let us have a building 
of God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heaven s.o 

Give us to know, that our Redeemer liveth 
and though after our skin, worms destroy 
these bodies, yet in our flesh we shall see God^ 
whom we shall see for ourselves, and our 
eyes shall behold, and not another./^ 

Ujion occasion of Marriage. 

GIVE those that marry to marry in the 
Lord.^' 

Make them helps meet for each other, and 
instruments to promote one anothers salva- 
tion ;r and give them to live in holy love, that 
Ihey may dwell in God and God in them.« 

And may they dwell together as joint heirs 
of the grace of life, that their prayers be not 
hindered, and make us all meet for that world, 
where they neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage .r 

Ufion occasion of the Ordaining of Mimstera. 

LET the things of God be committed to 
faithful men, who may be able also to teach 

•» 

o 2 Cor. V. 1. p Job xix. 25, 26. 

q 1 Cor. vii. 39. r Gen. ii. 18. * 1 John iv. 16. 
* Luke XX. 35. 
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others ;u and make them burning and ishin- 
ing lights in thy golden candlesticks ;w that 
it may appear, that it was Christ who put 
them into the ministry^ 

Give to them, who are ordained, to take 
heed to the ministry which they have received 
of the Lord, that they fulfil it ;y and make 
full proof of it by watching in all things.z 

Let those, who in Christ's name are to 
preach repentance and remission of sins, be 
endued with power fronton high.a 

Give them another spirit, and make them 
good ministers of Jesus Christ, nourished up 
in the words. of faith gnd good doctrine.6 



In timea of Drought, 

THOU hast said, when heaven is shut up 
that there is no rain, because we have sinned 
against thee ; if we confess thy name, and 
turn from our sins, thou wilt hear from hea- 
ven, and forgive our sins, and give rain upon 
our land.c 

We ask of thee the former and latter rain, 
and depend ujpon thee for it \d for there are 
not any of *the vanities of the heathen, that 
can give rain, nor can the heavens give show- 

u 2 Tim. ii 2. w John v. 55. x 1 Tim. i 12. 
y Col iv, 17« z 2 Tim. iv. 5. a Luke xxiv.47',49. 
y 1 Tim. iv. 6. c 1 Kings viii« ^5, d Zech* x. 1. 
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crs ; but we waiton tbcc, for thou hast inad« 
all these t)un^s.r 

In times of l^cknets. 

TAKE sickness atray ftom Ae midst of 
us,/ and deliver P» fro>n the noisome pestir 

Appoint the destroying angel tp put lap hi^ 
l^word into his ^heath, and to stay his tiand.A 

ISpiritiuU Troublts* 

LET those who no'^f repienibcr God and 
^rfc troubled, whose spirits are overwhelmed, 
and wh6se souls refuse to be comforted,! be 
enabled to trust in 1:hy mercy, so that at length 
they may rejoice in thy salvation,i: and tho' 
thou slay them^ yet to trust jp thee./ 

Ohj renew a right spirit within them. Cast 
them not away fro||^ thy presence, and take 
not thy Holy Spirit from them ; but restore 
unto them the joy bf thy salvation, and up- 
hold them with thy free Spirit ; that their 
tongues may sing aloud pf thy righteousness, 
and shew forth thy salvation.m 

Oh, bring them up out of this horrible pit, 
^nd Uiis miery clay ; set their feet upon a 

e Jer. xiv. 22. f^xod xxiii. 25. g Psal. xci. 3, 
b 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. / Psal Ixxvii. 2, 3- 

i Psal, xiii. 5. / Job xiii. 15, m Psal. li. 10, 11, :|2, 14. 
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rock, establish their goings and put a new ^ 
fiong in their mouth, even praise to our God.?? 

Oh, comfort them again now after the time 
that thou hast afflicted them :o And thougl^ 
for a small moment thou hast forsaken them, 
and hid thy face from them ; yet have mercy 
on them and pomfort them with everlasting^ 
kindness./^ 

Oh, let thy Spirit witness with tlieir spirit, 
that they are the children of God ;g and by 
the blood of Christ let them be purged froni 
an evil conscience.r 

Those that are asking the way to Zion,« 
^rith their faces thitherward, that are lament* 
ing after the Lord,f and are pricked in th^ 
heart for sin ;u Oh, shew them the good and 
right way, and lead them i?i itw 

To those that are asking, what they shal} 
>do to inherit eternal life,ar discover Christ as 
the way, the truth, and the life, the only truQ 
and living way.y 

Oh, do not quench the smoking fiax, nor 
break the bruised reed ; but send forth judg9> 
ment unto victory .r 

n Psalm xl 3, 3. o Psal Xc. 15. fi Isa. liv. 7, 9, 
^ Rom. viii. 16. r Heb. x. 22. * Jer. 1. 5, 
1 1 Sam. vU. 2. u Acts ii. 37* w 1 Sam. xii. Sf* 
M Matt. ^x. l^. y John xiv. $. % M»tt. x^. S^. 
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For the Sick* 

LORD, thou hast appointed those that are 
sick to be prayed for, and prayed with, and 
hast promised, that the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick : l^ord, help us to pray in faith 
for the sick as being ourselves in the body.* 

When our Lord Jesus was upon earth, we 
find they brought to him all sick people, that 
were taken with divers diseases and torments, 
and he healed all manner of sickness and all 
manner of diseases among the people ; and 
he hath still the same compassion and power 
over bodily diseases that he ever had la he 
saith to them, go, and they go : come, and 
they come : and when he speaks ^he word 
the sick are healed.i^ 

He is still touched with the feelings of our 
infirmities \c in the belief of this, we do by 
prayer bring our friends that are sick, and 
lay them before him.cf 

Lord, grant that the siclt may neither des- 
pise the chastening of the Lord, nor faint 
when they are rebuked of him le but that 
they may hear the rod, and him that hath ap- 
pointed it, and may kiss the rod,/ and accept 
the punishment of their iniquities.^;' 

* James v. 14, 15. a Matt. iv. 23, 24 

b Matt viii. 8, 9 c Heb. iy. 15. d Luke v. 18. 
f Heb. xii. 5. /Mich. vi» 9. g Lev. xxvi. 41- 
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Give tjicm to see, that affliction cometh 
not forth out of the dust, nor springs out of 
the ground ;A that they may therefore seek 
unto God to the Lord more than to the phy- 
sician,z because unto the Lord our God be- 
long the issues of life and death-A* 

Lord, shew them wherefore thou contend- 
est with them,/ and give them in their afflic- 
tion to humble themselves greatly before the 
God of their fathers,m and to repent and turn 
from every evil way. O Lord, rebuke theiR 
not in thy anger, neither chasten them in thy 
hot displeasure ; have mercy upon theni, O 
Lord, for they stre weak : Lord, heal them, 
for they have need of healing. Return, O 
Lord, and deliver their souls : save them for 
thy mercy's sake.n And lay no more upon 
them than thou wilt enable them to bear ; 
enable them to bear what thou dost lay upon 
them.o 

Oh, spare a little, that they may recover 
strength, before they go hence, and be no 
more./i 

Let the eternal Ggd be their refuge, and 
underneatli them be the everlasting arms.^' 

Consider their frame, remember they are 
but dust.r 

b Job V. 6, 8. / 2 Chron. xvi. 12. 

h Psal. Ixviii. 20. / Job x. 2. m2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 
tt Psal. vi 1, 2, 3, 4. ol Cor x. 13. 

p Psal. xxxix. 13. q Deut. xxxiii. 27. 

r Psal. ciii. 14. ' 
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CHAPTER VII. 



. Conclusion qf Prayer^ 

NOW the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our lx»rd Jesus 
Christ ; that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the pverlaa^g covenant, 
make us perfect in every good work to do his 
^11, working in us that which ife well pleasing 
in his sight ; through Christ Jesus^ do fop 
^s exceeding abundantly abov< what we are 
able to ask or think according to the power 
that worketh in us.d 

Npiv the God of Israel grant us th^ thingt 
we haVje rsquested of him^c 

Let th6 words of our mouthv) and the 
meditations of out hearts, be acceptable in 
thy sight, O Lord, ptir strength and our Re* 
deemer-rf 

Lord, thou hast assured us, that whatever 
we ask the Father in Christ-s name, he wilj 
give it us z€ we ask ^1 these things in that 
name. 

Now to God only wise, be glory through 
Jesus Christ for ever, Amen.y* 

a Heb. xiii. 20. b Eph. lii. 20. c 1 Sara. i. If. 
d J>sal. xix. 14. e John xyi. 23. /R<^n. xyi. 2f , 
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Ncv^ to the King eternal, immortal, invisi- 
bic, the only wise God, be honor and glory, 
for ever, Amen .5^ 

Now unto him that is able to keep us frofti 
falling, and present us faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to 
the only wise God our Saviour be glory and 
znajesty, dominion £nd power, now and for 
ever, Amen.A 

Blessing and honor and glory and power be 
unto hiro that sitteth upon the throne and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever, Ameni 

X 1 Tim. i. ir h Judc 14, 25. i Rev. v. 13. 
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AN ESSAY 

ON THE NATURE OF THE DUTY OF 

PRAYER. 



IT 1$ proposed, in these few pages, to lay before the 
ireader, some thoughts and pbservations on the 
important subject of prayer. And the thoughts 
which ^ill be suggested, are intended to illustrate 
the nature of the duty — the foundation of it — the 
aid* and design of it — the manner in which it is to 
be performed — and the great and potverful encou- 
ragements to the stated and constant practice of it. 

SECTION I. 

THE nature of the duty of prayer, will 
now be attempted to be explained. 
Prayer . is ^ essential to religion ; and of 
course, no person, who lives in the allowed 
omission of it, can have any good grounds 
to hope for the divine favor, or for a seat 
at last, in the mansions of peace above. It is 
a duty, likewise, of the greatest importance 
in itself, and more than any other, tends to 
keep alive in us, a sense of the presence of 
God— of our need of his mercy— of our e^- 
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tire dcpcfldance cm him^-^and the high obli- 
gations, under which we are to him for his 
Jdnd care over, and rich goodness towards us. 
It is in truth, the great medium of com- 
munion and intercourse with him. Had we 
po revelation from heaven to instruct us, in 
the right way thither, the light of reason alone 
would oblige us to be constant and devout in 
calling upon the name of God^ It is a piece 
of respect and homage so exactly consonant 
to the natural ideas, which all men have of the 
Supreme Being, that it is certain that those 
who live without prayer, live without God in 
f he world. 

What, then, is the nature of the duty I 
The scriptures speak of it, under the idea of 
our drawing near to God'^ifting lip our souh 
to hhii'^fieuring Ota our hearts before, him— 
and seeking his face. It is a religious calling - 
upon God founded upon the belief, both of 
his infinite knowledge, power, and presenter 
and of his abundant goodness and tendermer- 
icy in Jesus Christ : in consequence of which, 
he is always ready to hear and receive our 
prayers ; perfectly acquainted with all our 
peeds, and fully able to supply them. Pray- 
er, therefore, is the solemn oficring up de- 
vout acknowledgments and the desires of the 
heart to God for things a'greeable to his will, ^ 
through the Mediator. It is tlie lifting up of 
the mind to God, by whatever way it is made, 
liFhethcr w^e utter our > requests with our 
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mouths^ or b»ly offer the thoughts of the 
heart. Prayer is expressing a constant re- 
ligious dependance upon his wise and good 
J^rovidence, gratitude for the benefits which 
«re recievc, a patient submission to his will 
binder a;fiilctions9 an ingenuous trust in him— -^ 
and relying on hi^ gracious assistances to 
help our sincere endeavors. And it is ci»- 
ther public in the house of God, or private 
in our fa^uilies, or secret in our closets — or 
iejaculatory, often ascending to the Suprfeme 
throne, through all the business of the day, 
and silence of the night, upon all emergen^ 
cies *ud occasions^ The times, when itMs to 
be preformed are eminently, morning and 
evening, at the opening and closing of each 
revoivipgday. There must be Uie morning 
jtnd evehing sacrifice. Nature aofd reason, afc 
livell as the ordinance of heaven, in the Jewish 
worship, point out the commencement and 
close of every day, as the fit and proper stated 
aeaBortB of family, and closet devotion. W6 
are commanded to pray continually ; and 
without ceasing^ alluding to the morning and 
evening oblations under the ancient dispensar 
tion-r-the daily sacrifice. The meaning can- 
t^ot be that we should spend our wAo/erfw^ 
in this duty, because there are other duties 
and concerns to be regarded, of equal mo* 
tnetit ; but that we should, constantly and 
diligently, attend upon the duty, every day, 
^ our state an4 condition shall peripit ; ^4 
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on such occasions also as the Providence of 
God may minister. And we are further to 
cultivate a prayerful temper of mind, or ha- 
bitual disposition to seek to heaven for a sup- 
ply of all our wants, and to go to God on all 
occasions of trouble, as readily, cheerfully, 
and natuarlly, as a dutiful child to a kind pa- 
rent. " God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble. But ye have 
received the spirit of adoption, "whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father. Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need." 

The things for which we are to pray, are 
the blessings of this life, and of grace, tempo- 
ral and spiritual mercies. Life — health— food 
—raiment — friends— all that we have, or 
hope to enjoy proceed from the Suprenie 
Being :— «-and in all, we entirely depend on 
his Providence. Every good and perfect gift 
Cometh down from above, fix)m the Father of 
lights. For the favors and bounties of God, 
in relation to the present life, we are earnestly 
and constantly to pray ; and to acknowledge 
the divine hand, in all our ways, with a full 
submission to the divine will, in whatever a 
Holy Sovereign shall please to allot or order 
for us. But that for which we ought to be 
.more especially concerned, and have still 
more need to beg the divine assistance, is the 
supply of our dpiritual wants: that God would 
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bestow on u& his eternal salvation and all the 
qualifications and prerequisites of it— would 
pity and bless, renew and forgive us— would 
enable us to fulfil all duty — ^belidvc his truths 
—obey his precepts — rest on his all-suffi- 
ciency — persevere in holiness— patiently to 
continue in well-doing — ^adopt us into his 
family — entitle us to the privileges of his 
children — to the promises of his word— and 
glories of his kingdom— recievo us into his 
favor here, and accept of us, when we come to 
die. For spiritual life, peace, forgivness of 
tsin, divine influence, justification, adoption, 
increase of grace, perseverance therein to 
the end we are to pi'ay, particularly, earnest- 
ly, and absolutely, without any qualifications, 
because we know these things to be always 
proper for us to ask, and always agreeable 
tothe iifrillofGod. The'parts of prayer are 
invocation^^-adoratioTU^-^onfession'-^fietition'--' 
thankfigiving^-~2ind intercession, — Invocation is 
making mention of one or more of the names 
or titles of God, expressing our purpose to 
■worship him, and desiring his assistance and 
acceptance, under a sense of our insufficiency 
and unworthiness. Adoration is that part of 
prayer which contains the mention of the na- 
ture of God with the highest admiration and 
reverence, his infinite glories, unity of es-" 
sence, and inconcievable subsistence in three 
persons, the Father, the Son, and Holy Spir- 
it—his several attributes, various works, and 
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relation to us. — Confession is that part of 
prayer which consists in a humble sense and 
acknowledgment of our low liature— »our de- 
pravity of heart-— entire destitution of all ho- 
linessy as we come intolhe world— our sins— . 
gyilt—desert of punishment,Jand our wants.-*T' 
Petition or pleading, is that part of prayer 
which 'includes the desires of deliverance 
from all evil, temporal? spiritual, and eternal 
-— ^nd bestowjnent pf all good, temporal, spir- 
itual and eternal on ourselves and others.—** 
Thanksgiving i* that part of prayer which, 
gives unto God the honor and glory due unto 
his holy name, and ascribes blessing, and 
glory to him for all the benefits received from 
his infinite fulness.-^Intercession is that part 
of prayer which seeks favors and mercies 
for others, — Blessing God for what lie is in 
himself, and for what )ie has done for us and 
wishing and ascribing honor and glory to 
him, is the proper conclusion of prayer.-*- 
Such is the nature, and these are the severs^! 
parts of prayer, a word used in scripture, in a 
very extensive sense, " including not only » 
request and petition for mercies, but the whole 
address of a creature on earth to God in 
heaven, about every thing that concerns his 
God, his neighbor, or himself, in this world 
or the worjd to come.' *^ Doctor Watts, in his 
Guide to prayer, says, ". I know not a more 
natural order pf things than this. is : To be- 
gin with invocation, or calling upon Godj 
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then proceed to adore that God whom we in- 
voke because of his various glories ; we are 
then naturaUyr led to the^work of confession, 
considering what little, contemptible creatures 
we are in the presence of so adorable a God; 
and to humble ourselves because of our a^ 
bounding sins, and out* many necessities. 
When we have given praise to a God of such 
holiness, and having spread our wants before 
him, petitions formerly, naturally follow, and 
pleading, with such divine arguments, as the 
Spirit and W03*d of God put into our mouths, 
should accompany our requests ; "after all 
we resign ourselves into the hands of God, 
and express gur self-dedication to him ; then* 
we recollect the mercies that we have receiv- 
ed, and out of gratitude pay him our tribute 
of honor and thanks* And as he is glorious 
in himself, and glorious in his works of pow- 
er and grace, so we bless him and ascribe ev- 
erlasting glory to him. 

^^ I cannot but think tt a very useful thing fov 
young beginners in the work of prayer to re- 
member all these heads, in theirorder— .to dis- 
pose of their thoughts, and desires before God 
m this method, proceeding regularly from one 
part to another. And as this must needs be 
useful to assist and teach its to pray in public^ 
so sometimes in our secret ^retirements, it 
may not be improper. to4)ursue the same prac- 
tice." Yet it must be grantee^, there is no 
necessity for confining ourselves to this, or a* 
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ny other set method any more than there is of 
confining; ourselves to a form in prayer. 

SECTION II. 

WE will next inquire into the foundation 
of prayer. 

The foundation of this duty lies in our 
wants and weaknesses, and in a belief of the 
power and goodness of him > to whom we ad- 
dress ourselves, and of his particular as well 
as general Providence. Of him, through 
him, and to him are all things.' In him we 
live, move, and have our beings. As posses- 
sed of all possible perfections — having an in- 
finite fulness — and standing in the relation to 
us, of creator, preserver, benefactor, law-giv- 
er, and judge, and as exercising a general and 
particular providence, we are to worship be- 
fore him. He is absolutely independent and 
all-sufficient. He has an eye to pity — an car 
to hear— and an arm to save. Infinite wis- 
dom and infinite power constitute his all-suf- 
ficiency. All \\\% attributes and glories indeed 
combine in laying a proper fouiidation for the 
duty of prayer. Were he not omnipresent 
and omniscient ; did he*not know all things, 
and had he not an infinite fulness, there would 
be no grounds to prefer our petitions and 
supplications to him. • Had he not power to 
bestow, and goodness to incline him to bless 
and assist us^ there would be no foundation 
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to seek to him. .'Had he po ability or willing* 
ness, or were he not present by a particular 
providence, to attend to the situation and con- 
dition of all his creatures, there would be no 
foundation fop our addresses to his throne^ 
and no hope of relief in our wants or fears. 

Our wants, likewise, constitute a part of 
the foundation of prayer. Had we no wants, 
there would be no need of prayer, and the 
duty would be superfluous. But all rational 
creatures have many wants, and therefore all 
should seek to God for a supply. We are 
poor, frail, dying creatures. We arc also 
miserable, guilty sinners, odious to divine pu- 
rity, and obnoxious to divine vengeance. We 
have wants, which we cannot supply. We 
are surrounded with evils, which we cannot 
remove, and liable to calamities, which we 
can only deplore. We are exposed to dan-» 
gers both seen and unseen, against which we 
cannot sufficiently provide. There is, conse- 
quently, a just foundation for the duty of 
prayer. All reasonable and candid minds 
cannot help perceiving it. " Let us therefore 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need. Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found, and call ye upon him while he 
is near." 
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SECTION III. 

THE enda and dengn of prayer were the 
jiext thing to be considered. After opening 
the nature, and pointings out the foundation of 
the duty, it seems requisite to show its ends 
and design. What good do our prayers, 
howeyer sincere and constant, accomplish ? 
What is the use or purpose of them ? This 
is an important and interesting branch of the 
subject ; and what will be offered, it is hoped, 
will convince all) at least, of th^ reasonable^ 
fiess and necessity of the duty. 

The ends and design of prayer, it ought to 
be particularly remembered are not to mako 
any alterations, either in the mind or pur- 
poses, or affections of God. I^titions and 
requests, to meftlike ourselves, are designed 
to cause them to pity us, and change then* 
purposes. But we grossly err, and betray 
great ignorance, if we imagine that the de- 
sign of our petitions to God, the holy Sove- 
reign of the universe, is to change his mind. 
Yet many, it is to be feared, have no higher 
or more consistent notions of se plain a duty, 
than that it is intended to bring about some 
change in the object, either to make him 
more friendly and lenient, or to produce some 
alteration in his nature, will, and purposes. 
But it i« not any part of the design of our ad- 
^iTSsesto God to alter his mind or purposes. 
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He would be imperfect, were he capable of 
'9Xiy change. A being who is all'-perfect can 
never < change. The Almighty Jehovah is 
the same from eternity to eternity ; the same 
in wisdom, goodness, and power ; the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, " Before the 
mountains were brougl^t forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed the earth and the world \ even 
from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.^ 
His mit)d is always the same, and can never 
alter. " He is of one mind and who can tjirn 
him ? and what his soul desireth that he doth : 
for he performeth the thing appointed for me." 
His purposes are, likewise, fixed, beyond all 
possibility of change. He seeat things ju^ as 
they are, in all cases ; and consequently 
there can be no room or ground for any alter- 
ation. ^^ I know that whatsoever God doth, it 
shall be for ever : i>othingcanbe put to it: nor 
any thing taken from it, and God doth it that 
men should fear before him." C^ his im- 
mutability rests the stability of the universe. 
Were he changeable, often altering his de- 
signs and counsels, we could have no depen- 
dance upon him, trust in his promilses, or 
hopes of his lasting favor. But he is the Fa- 
ther of lights, with whom there is no varia- 
bleness or so much as shadow of turning. 
Thus, therefore, he speaks of himself, " I am 
the Lord, I change not, therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed." 

I 2 
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Equally fvident it is, that the ends and de- 
sign of prayer are not to excite divine com* 
miseration and clemency. Many >viU be 
ready to allow that God is immutable, but 
still conceive that our abundant and affection- 
ate cries to him are designed to draw forth 
his tender mercy, or to make him nuild and 
relenting when he beholds our distresses 
^uid sorrows. Such a notion of the ends 
of prayer, though entertained by many, pro- 
ceeds from defective and unworthy views of 
the divine nature and attributes* What has 
given rise to such a mistaken idea, in the 
minds of people, and especially children, is 
that our requests to our fellow creatures are 
intended to excite their feelings of sympathy 
and commiseration. When we, in an aifec- 
tionate and lively manner, describe to others, 
our calamities and wants, it is to move their 
bowels of compassion. Thus, the transition 
is easy to the supposition that God is moved 
to compassion by our pathetic supplications to 
him for relief. But the design of prayer is 
by no means to excite the pity of the Deity. 
Were this the end of our homage and cries 
to God, it would imply that he was not, in 
his own nature, sufficiently inclined to mercy, 
but was hard-hearted and cruel, inexorable 
and unkind. This would be the highest re- 
proach to him : For he is, indeed, infinitely 
merciful, benevolent, and kind ; the Father 
of mercies ; slow unto anger \ abundant in 



0f Prayer. 103 

goodness^ in long-sufTering, and in every 
amiable attribute. He is said to delight in 
mercy, which is a most endearing view of the 
clemency of his nature. " Who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and 
passeth by the transgression of the remnant 
of his heritage .? He retaineth not his anger 
for ever, because he delightcth in mercy." 
He is said, also, to extend his pity over all his 
works. " The Lord is gracious • and full of 
compassion, slow to anger and of great mer- 
cy. The Lord is good to all ; and his tender 
mercies are over all his works." Hence we 
are commanded to imitate his merciful na- 
ture. " Be ye, therefore, merciful, as your 
Father who is in heaven, is merciful." Cer- 
tainly, then, the end of prayer cannot be to 
move him to compassion, as he is infinitely 
merciful, in his own nature, and always ready 
to exercise his tender pity, when it is wise and 
best. We are, of course, never oncd to ad- 
mit the supposition that God stands in need 
of being stirred up to compassion by affect- 
ing descriptions of our misery, eloquent ad- 
dresses, mournful complaints, or ardent 
petitions. 

Neither can the purpose of prayer be to 
■suspend or interrupt the laws of nature or 
operations of second causes, and bend the 
government of God to the wants of the crea- 
ture. Our supplications and homage are 
not designed to induce him to work miracles 
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or to interfere with the order and harmony of 
his government. In this age of the world, 
we are not to expect miraculous interposi- 
tionsy in our behalf, or in behalf of our. friends, 
our country, or the church of Christ. We, 
consequently, form very wrong ideas of the 
ends and design of prayer, if we conceive that 
H is intended to destroy or atfcr the plan of 
the divine government, to suspend the. power 
of second causes, or to work miracles for us. 
It was not instit\]ted for these purposes. 
Such purposes, indeed, would destroy all or- 
der, and bring the utmost confusion into both 
the natural and moral wdrld. If none ef the 
things now mentioned be the ends ahd design 
of prayer, the question still returns^ what are 
its purposes, or what valuable ends does it 
answer? 

One is, to impress deeply upon th« mind, 
a sense of the presence of God— our depend - 
ance on, and acCountableness to him. Wo 
are naturally unapt to realize the being and 
perfections of the First Cause of all things. 
We sec him not with our bodily eyes, for he 
is invisible, and are inclined to forget his uni- 
virsa^ presence, and all the attributes and 
glories of his nature, and out constant and 
entire dependance on him. Prayer is adapted 
in itself to bring to the mind the divine ex- 
istence and glories ; and our accountableness, 
as rational creatures ahd moral agents. We 
cannot address ourselves to the throne of 
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^;racc, without conceiving of the being and 
l^resence of God, and that we are dependant 
tipon him for. all mercies^ and respoosible te 
him for all oar thoughts, words, and actions, 
the temper of our itiind, and co^nduct of our 
lives. Hence, the apostle to the Hebrews 
says, ^* He that comoth to God must believe 
)hat he is^ and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him." Those who never 
<ome to him by prayer, ^ho live, day after 
day, habitually without it, cannot be supposed 
to have any realising and impressive jpractic* 
al persuasion of his being and glories, or their 
<»wn dependance gcl hiifvi, or accounliblenes« 
to him. It is impossible for them to have 
the same sense of his existence, and their de- 
pendance, as those have, who give themselves 
to this d^y- We ought to feel our entire 
and constant dependahce en him, every mo* 
ment, for life and all the blessings of life, for 
|>ardon a!nd all the hopes of happiness in a 
iitture world. All we have, and are, or hope 
to have, er enjoy, cometh froin the exuberant 
fountain of all being and blessedness. In him 
we live, move, and have our beings. He is 
not far from every one of us, however much 
we may neglect or forget him, or his provi- 
dence. " Whither shall I go from thy Spirit, 
or whither shall I flee from thy presence : if 
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there ; if I 
make my bed in hell, behold thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, and dweS 
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in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
hold me.'* God is omnipresent, confined to, 
and excluded from no part of space. And to 
make us feel that he is present, possessed of 
all possible excellencies, that he sees us, that 
ive are altogether dependant on him, and ac- 
couhtable to him is one important end of 
prayer. 

Another great and leading purpose of the 
duty, is suitably to dispose and prepare the. 
mind for the reception of divine favors. — 
"While we have no sense of the being, pre- 
sence, and attributes of God, of our absolute- 
ly dependant state, s(nd infinite obligations to 
him, we are not in a meet situation to have 
favors and blessings bestowed on us. ^e 
should not feel ourtieed of them, or obliga- 
tions gratefully to acknowledge them, when 
bestowed. There is a direct and natural ten- 
dency in this duty of religion to fit the mind 
to receive pardon, and all favors and mercies. 
It softens the affections. It lays us open to 
good impressions. It brings us to the foot- 
stool of a. holy and sovereign God, where we 
ought to feel ourselves. It necessarily leads 
us to look up to the Majesty of heaven and 
earth, as seated on a throne of glory, as the 
omnipresent, omniscient, all-powerful, and 
original cause of all things — ^the Maker, Gov- 
ernor, Lawgiver, Judge, and Disposer of the 
"^^ated universe. Addresses and supplica- 



of Prayer. Vyi 

tions to heaven tend, therefore, necessarily to 
make us realize our own state, as frail, de- 
pendant creatures— insufficient for our own 
happiness — ^unable to ward off evils, or fly 
from them — standing in need of divine pity* 
and grace-— of temporal and spiritual good 
things — having minds darkened — affections 
impure — and sins innumerable. The native 
Consequence of such views is to make us see 
lind feel how vile we are ; how guilty ; how 
unworthy of any favor from a holy God. This 
is clearly the tendency of humble and impor- 
tunate addresses to our Father who is in 
heaven, and therefore they are calculated and 
designed to fit and prepare us for mercy. 
More than any thing else doth prayer fit us 
for receiving gracious aids from God. The 
great end and design of it is, therefore, to la)r 
the mhid open for divine illuminations and 
teachings— to impress and soften the affec- 
tions — to awe the conscience — to raise and 
elevate our views to God — and suitably pre- 
pare us for divine blessings, for temporal and 
spiritual favors. It is, consequently, a duty 
in its own nature, fit and proper ; and divine 
wisdom shines bright in obliging us by ex- 
press command, to att^d upon it steadily and 
constantly* 

A further end and design of prayer is to 
draw down upon us, as the means divrnely 
constituted^ the blessings which we may, from 
time to time, need. It is expressly appointed 
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by a wise and gracious God, to be the mods 
ef access to him, and mean* of deriving bles-* 
sikigs to us. It is to be performed in the 
name of the only Mediator and all-prevalent 
Advocate at the right hand of the throne of 
the Almighty, in a dependance upon the in- 
fluence and co-operations of the ever blessed 
Spirit of all grace. As it tends, by its native 
effects, to iit and prepare the mind for the 
receptioiv of me^ies, so likewise to be the 
channel of conveytng them to us. For, wh^n- 
we are suitably prepared to receive, God is 
ready to confer them on us. It is his delight 
to confer them, and in his tmn appointed' 
way. It is pel*fectly agreeable to him ; and 
his ihfiriite benevolence disposes him to make 
his creatures the subjects of his kindness. 
He is the hearer of prayer and the ifountain 
ef all graee ; able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all we ask or think. When he diffu-.^ 
ses happiness, he acts out his own benevolent 
heart.^ He delighta^ not in the death or mis- 
ery, simply censidered, of the guilty sinner. 
He is good, and dotii good, continually. And 
he has made prayer, by his own special ap- 
pointment, the mean^of deriving blessings 
to ufii— dven all the favors, personal or rela- 
tive, publi.c or private, tenapbral or spiritual, 
which, in our several places or stations, we 
may need. Therefore we are to go to him as 
the source of all blessings : to call upon him 
jnrall we want i Ifol^e waits to be gracious : 
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to cry, Abba, Father : to seek to him as chil- 
dren to tender parents, for a supply of all our 
needs^for life — for breath — for health — for 
food— for raiment — for all temporal favors— :- 
especially for sanctifying grace — forgiving 
niercy — inward peace — and every thing ne- 
cessary to enable us to serve him to his ac- 
ceptance in this world, 4nd to qualify us to 
serve him without any imperfection, in the 
next state of existence. He has expressly 
appointed and ordained prayer, as the channel, 
on account of the infinite merits of his Son, 
in which his mercies are to flow down to us. 
It is the only way, in which it is constituted 
for us to go to him — the only way appbint- 
ed to bring favors and blessings to us ; and 
therefore obligatory on all mankind, — on all 
classes of people, high and low, rich and 
poor, old and young, and in all ages of the 
world. What duty can be more rational, or 
becoming our station as creatures, and con- 
dition as sinners, — and to which, in distress, 
man naturally resorts ? As creatures we need 
the power of God to- protect and defend us, 
and goodness to preserve and bless us. As- 
sinners we need his grace to sanctify us, and 
his mercy td wash away the guilt of all our 
transgressions through the preeious blood of 
his own eternal Son — grace to fit us to live> 
and to prepare us to die. 

It may not improperly be subjoined, that 
unoiher end and design of the duty is to accus- 
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torn us before hand to the exercises of heaveru 
All the blessed inhabitants of that world of 
light and perfection encoinpass the throne of 
the triune God, with their thanksgivings arid 
songs of praise. They prostrate themselves 
before the eternal Majesty^ in the most lowly 
reverence. The worship of God on earth, is 
to prepare us for the homage and adorations 
of heaven. '* Above it stood the seraphinas, 
each one had six wings, with twain he cover -^ 
ed his face, and with twain he did iiy. And 
one ci'ied unto another and said, Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth 
is full of his glory.'* 

In the Revelation of 3t. John, we have the 
most magnificent descriptions of the devotions 
and adorations of the church triumphant. 
" And I beheld, and I heard the voice of ma- 
ny angels round about the throne, and the 
beasts and the Elders, and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands, saying with a 
loud voice, worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and such 
as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
heard I saying, blessing, and honor, and glo- 
ry, and power be unto him that sitteth on the 
throne, and uilto the Lamb for ever and ever, 
^nd the four beasts said amen, and the four 
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send twenty Elders fell down and worshipped 
him that liveth for ever and ever.''* 

The work of heaven is chiefly loving, fear-,^ 
ing, adoring, and praising God and the Re- 
deemer. The principal employment is di- 
vine homage. ^' Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and serve him day anil 
night in his temple." Would we be fitted for 
the work of heaven? we must be initiated 
into it, in this world. And as loving, adoring, 
and praising the Q'eator and Redeemer is 
the chief exercise of angels and saints above, 
so we must.be accustomed to this devotional 
exercise, in this state, if we would be prepar- 
ed for the society of the blessed in the realms 
of peace, iOne ^nd of the devotions of the 
church militant is to fit us for the devotions 
of the church triumphant. We are to wor- 
ship and serve God^ in all the forms of wor- 
ship, that we may be prepared in the temper 
of our minds for the worship and service of 
him in heaven. 

Prayer to God is designed to train us up for 
the sublime services of the heavenly world. 
If we do not accustom ourselves to the per- 
formance of it here, in its several kinds, how 
shall we be able to join in it hereafter ? It 
fceems, then^ that ©ne important end and de- 
sign of worshipping the Supreme Being here 
below is to train us up for his worship, in a 
state of perfection above : " When we shall 
come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
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the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly of the church of the first- 
bom which arc written in heaven, and to God 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of xust men 
made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of 
the new covenant.'* Such are the ends sCnd 
. design of prayer. 

SECTION IV. 

THE manner in which prayer is to be 
performed. 

We are to pray with an awful apfireken* 
sion of the majesty of God, and a due strife 
of his glorious* attributes. He is clothed with 
majesty, and decked with light, as with a 
garment. He rideth upon the wings of the 
wind ; and his angels he maketh as a fiame 
of fire ; before him angels bow, saints 
adore^ and the pillars of heaven quake. The 
greatest solemnity and deepest reverence, 
therefore, become all his worshippers. We 
are to come before him, as a Spirit^ infinite 
xinchangeable, eternal, and self-existent., 
Impressed with a sense of our own nothing* 
n^ss, and his transcendant excellence, having 
high, adoring, and reverentialthoughtsof him^ 
and low and abasing thoughts of ourselves, 
are we to address the throne of grace. We 
must consider him, as omnipresent and cim« 
»^isclcnt to whom our secret thoughts ami 
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the principle whence our actions flow, are bet-* 
ter known than th^ can be to ourselves — • 
He is infinitely holy, and of course, must 
be displeased with that worship which pro* 
ceeds from a conscience defiled with sin, or is 
performed in an unholy, h'reverent manner. 
Thus ttc prophet says, addressing himself to 
God, " Thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, and canst not look on iniquity ;" that 
is, thou canst not behold it, without the ut-* 
most detestation, and therefore " if we regard 
it in our hearts, he will not hear our prayers." 
We must address ourselves to him, under 
a proper sense of the spirituality of his na- 
ture, entertaining no gross ideas of him like 
what we have of finite and corporeal beings. 
While our deportment is grave and reveren-r 
tial, our hearts must be engaged in the duty 
and be disposed to give him the glory due 
untQ bis name. We are also to look up to 
him as a God of infinite goodness, mercy, and 
faithfulness, with whom is* plenteous redemp» 
tion through a Mediator, the Saviour of man, 
and a God of infinite power, who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all we are able 
to ask or think. Again, 
. Our supplications are to be offered to hea^ 
ven with the deefieat humility or affecting sense 
of our own unworthiftess. A deep sense of 
unworthiness naturally flows from high, ado- 
ling, and * reverential thoughts of the divine 
pxcelleniie and greatness* If we have any 

K3 
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right views, either of 'God or of ourselves, 
we shall feel infinitely below him. He is in 
heaven, we are on earth. The most exalted 
intelligent creatures worship him, with the 
greatest humiUty. The sera])hims ai*e re- 
presented as covering -their faces with their 
wings, when in the divine presence, as if un- 
worthy to behold his glory or to be employ- 
ed in his service. His infinite holiness, and 
our pollution, on account of sin, should in- 
duce us to offer our requests to him, with the 
lowest abasement. As dependant beings we 
have nothing but what is derived from him. 
As fi'ail, dying creatures wc wither away and 
are brought to nothing. In the book of Job 
man is compared to a leafxh&i is easily brok- 
en and driven to and fix>, or to stubble that 
can make no resistance against the pursuing 
wind. And the psalmist, speaking of man in 
general, says, " What is man that thou tak- 
est knowledge of him, or the son of man that 
thou makest account of him." And elsewhere 
it is said, " What is man that thou shouldst 
magnify him, or that thou shouldst set thine 
heart upon him." These are humiliating 
considerations ; our sense of unworthiness 
will be still increased, when we view our- 
selves as sinful, guilty creatures, worthy to 
be abhorred by God, who might justly reject 
us, and refuse to hear and answer our prayers. 
We are nothing before the Majesty of heaven 
and earth. ^Vc are vile dust and ashes. Our 
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foundation is in the dust, and we are makings 
haste to the grave. But God inhabits eterni- 
ty ; the High and Lofty One, who dwells in 
the high and holy place. A low and abasing 
sense of un worthiness appears in the best of 
the people of God, in their approaches into 
his sacred presence : Abraham, when plead- 
ing for Sodom, expresses himself thus, " Be- 
head now I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord, who am but dust and ashes/' Ja- 
cob says, " I am not worthy of the least of ali 
thy mercies, and of all the truth which thou 
hast shewed unto thy servants." David, tho* 
a king, is another remarkable Instance of hu- 
mility in prayer, on divine record, " I am a 
worm and no man." And the publican dared 
not even to look up to God. * And the pub- 
lican standing afar off would pot so much as 
lift up his eyes imto heaven, l^ut smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful unto me 
a sinner." We are, then, to dmw near to God 
with a humble frame of spirit^ with deep con- 
trition and penitence of heart, on account of 
our sins. Further, 

An affecting sense of our Wants, as well as 
sins, should accompany ouif prayers. We 
ought to look, upon ourselVes as indigent 
creatures, utterly insuificier^ for o^r own hap- 
piness, divested of that glqit*y and those orna- 
ments which were put on inan, at first, in his 
state -of innocence ; wholly destitute of the 
divine moral image as we are born into the 
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world) and of all those things which are essen^ 
tialiy requisite for our happiness, and, of con^ 
sequence, t^at we must be lost for ever unless 
God be pleased, out of his mere self-moving 
goodnes9&9 to supply our wapls^-^renew us by 
his Holy Spiritr—forgive our trespasses, and 
gr^t us an interest in bis special friendship. 
Feeling that we are sinners, conscious of the 
guilt which we have contracted, and of thp 
punishment to which we have exposed our* 
selves, we must draw nigh to God, through a 
Mediator. Under a sense of the stain an4 
pollution of sin^ we must fall down before the 
foot-stool of the throne of grace, with the 
greatest degree of self-loathing. We are to 
realize how much we are enslaved to sin--^ 
how much we have been inclined, and how 
prone we are, s^t all times, to forsake the truth ; 
to neglect du^ ; to serve divers lusts and 
pleasures, and to walk according to the course 
of this world, iiccording to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now workcth 
in the children of . disobedience. We are 
moreover to consider sin as deeply rooted in 
our hearts, debasing our affections, defiling 
our conscience*, and captivating oyr wills, 
The longer we live in it, the more it wiW grow 
and increase, randerhig us more and more 
indisposed to that which is good) and setting 
us at a greater ant still' greater distance from 
God and holiness. As dependant, frail, dying 
creatures, we need the power smd goodnei»8 
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of God to protect us ; his bounty, patience, 
and continued c^re. As sinners, ^e are in a 
perishing condition, and want all spiritual 
blessings* A prayer acceptably offered to a 
TTierciful and gracious God, is offered in the 
exercise of a penitential frame of mind, L«t 
it be added, 

That faith must, likewise, accompany our 
addresses to the mercy^seac. Faith in tho 
blood of the atonement is necessary to th§ 
acceptanpe of our prayers. Whatsoever ia 
not of faith is sin. Faith seems to be essen^ 
tial to our keeping up a daily intercourse with 
the Father of our spirits. This principle will 
lead us to commit ourselves, and all our con-i 
cems, into a Saviour's hands, depending on 
his merits and mediation for the supply of all 
our wants, viewing him as having purchased^ 
and as being authorized to apply all the bene* 
fits of the covenant of grace, which are thtt^ 
subject-matter of our supplications to him. 
Thus we are instructed by the apostle Paul iix 
respect to the maimer of our prayer, *< I wilt 
therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting." 
It is the will of God that all men, all persons, 
of every age, class, and station in life, attend, 
statedly and constantly, upon the duty of 
prayer. And they are to pray from holy 
views, and to have no angry, unforgiving,' and 
vindictive passions. All malice, ill will, and 
hatred arc in themselves unfit and sinf' ' 
and unbecoming the duty. 
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It will, again, be obvious to reflect, that wc 
must attend upon the duty y^iXki^diligencc and 
sincerity. We are not to intermit or be un- 
steady in it, through worldly-mindedness 
or a pretext of urgent temporal business. 
God is to have our first thoughts, best servi- 
ces, and choicest affections, as being infinitely 
worthy of all our love, homage, adoration, 
gratitude, and praise. Prayer to him is there- 
fore a duty incumbent on all, high and low, 
and must be performed with sincerity and 
constancy. Every day, without suffering any- 
worldly transactions to hinder, morning and 
/evening, should our voice ascend to our hea- 
venly Father, for his smiles on our persons, 
our substance, our friends, the church, our 
nation, and the whole" world of mankin^d. It 
is as needful as our daily bread, and we can- 
not be the friends of God, while we live in 
the allowed and habitual neglect of it. " Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you." But we are commanded to pray, 
and therefore cannot customarily omit it, and 
be the friends of God. Some will pray occa- 
sionally when under divine frowns, bereaved 
of dear comforts, and sorely afflicted ; but in 
their prosperity, forget and neglect God. 
Those, however, who are infrequent and un- 
steady in the duty, have no warrantable grounds 
to expect the divine approbation and accept- 
ance. We are to be diligent, sincere, and 
persevering in calling upon the name of God. 
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Our blessed Lord and Redeemer was very 
particular in commanding us to be diligent, 
constant, and persevering in the duty of pray- 
er ; and never to faint or be discouraged, so 
as to forget or neglect the stated seasons.' 
" Watch ye, therefore," says he, " and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
escape all those things that shall come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 
And he spake a parable unto them to this end 
that men ought always to pray and not 
to faint.*' Our prayers in order to prevail, 
must be stated, at the regular return of 
the seasons of the duty. We must contin- 
ually come to God, daily to ask his favori 
and to bless his name. We must have a 
habit of prayer ; the mind in perfect secre- 
cy, unknown to the world or nearest friend, 
may lift itself up to God. We cannot too 
often or too fervently look to heaven for 
merey, grace, and all needed good things. 
None should pass over the stated seasons, 
morning and evening. And, in general, all 
who have an heart to pray, will find time and 
place, proper language and materials, and 
will let no business, or company, or diversion, 
or pleasure keep them from paying to their 
Maker, Preserver and Benefactor, the duty 
which they owe him. Even children should 
go to their heavenly Parent, and never neg- 
lect or forget to pray unto him, as well as 
they are able ; that he may have honor and 
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glory from all ; especially should parents 
teach their children to pray, and fail not to 
set them an example in their fa^nily. Prayer 
is an eminent part of religfion. It is the very 
breath of the Christian. It will keep alive a 
sense of God in the soul, and tend to deter us 
from sin more, perhaps, than any duty. — 
Hence the saying of a pious divine, " either 
praying will mak« us leave off sinning, or sin- 
ning will make us leave off praying." We 
must persevere, diligently and faithfully, in 
the duty all our days. Persons roust maintain 
and cultivate an habitually prayerful temper of 
mind as well as a meek, humane, forgiving, 
obliging, courteous, and thatikful frame of 
heart. We are to worship and serve God, 
all the days of our lives, till by death " we 
enter in, through the g^tes, into the city." 
" Rejoicing," says the apostle Paul, " in hope, 
patient in tribulation, continuing instant in 
prayer." Making it our daily work, and nev- 
er omitting it. " Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance." 
Again, " Pray without ceasing." We are to 
begin, and to continue in the practice with dil- 
igence and perseverance. Further, 

Our prayers, likewise, are to be performed 
with/ervoTy attention^'dXid engagedn ess of mmd. 
We should have a composure and solemnity, 
duly preparing ourselves for so near an ap- 
proach to God. There are, it must be conce- 
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ded, great Jnequalities in the feelings and 
views of the best of men, in their addresses to 
Cod. Sometimes they have more of the 
spirit of prayer than at others ; happy visits 
of, the divine Spirit; precious seasons of re- 
freshment ; more copiousness and enlarge- 
ment, liveliei' devotion,- warmer gratitude, 
thore raised affections, and deeper attention. 
But none can avoid all kind of wanderings of 
thought* and disturbances^ and temptations. 
The most pious are often afflicted with vain 
and idle thoughts, with wandering attention, 
cold affections, indevout frames. When this 
is the case, they bewail their want of the spirit 
t)f prayer, their deadness and languor, formal- 
ity and hypocricy. Clear is it 4hat our sup- 
plications to Almighty God should be accom- 
panied with zeal and fervor, ardor and deep 
attention. " Not slothful in business," says 
the apostle, " fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord." Zeal and life peculiarly become us, 
when we repair to the great Father of the in- 
tellectual tystem for his blessings. The mind 
iihould be solemn, the thoughts collected, the 
attention fixed, and the heart inspired with 
devotional sentiments. We should be earnest 
and affectionate. Thus we read of Jacob's 
wrestling with God in prayer, and of his great 
importunity. " He had power over the angel 
and prevailed ;" he wept and made supplica- 
tion unto him. Says St. James, " The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of the righteous man avail- 

L 
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cth much." See how earnest and how sin- 
cere David was. " Attend unto my cry, give 
car unto my prayer that goeth not out of 
feigned lips." Hezekiah, addressing himself 
to God with tears in his sickness, and beings 
heard and recovered, praised (iod with the 
most raised affections. " The living," says 
he, " the living he shall praise thee, as I do 
this day, the father to the children shall make 
known thy truth". Finally, 

It is to be particularly remembered, that 
all our homage and petitions are to be offer- 
ed to the one only true and living God, 
" through the one Mediator," between an of- 
fended sovereign and guilty rebbels. In the 
name of Christ alone are we to come before 
a prayer-hearing God. He is the all-preva- 
lent intercessor — infinitely worthy and infi- 
nitely meritorious. Our cries for mercy to 
the God of all grace are heard and accepted 
only for the sake of his merits and mediation. 
We may not come to a holy God in our own 
names, or on our own account. Confession of 
sin, pleadings for mercy, supplications, and 
thanksgiving can only ascend to the throne 
of the universe with acceptance for the sake 
of Christ. He is infinitely worthy. He has 
suffered and died for us ; and God will hear 
us on his account — yea, waits to be gracious. 
" And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him. Foij 
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through him we both have an access by one 
spirit unto the Father. Giving thanks always 
for all things unto God and the Father in the 
0ame of our Lord Jesus Christ. And what^ 
soever ye shall ask in my name, tiiat will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If any man sin we have an advocate 
with the Father. Who also maketh interces- 
sion for us." Many more passages might be, 
with equal propriety, adduced, to demonstrate 
that prayer to God is always to be in the nanie 
of Christ. But these are deemed sufficient. 

All that is further necessary to be offered 
on the manner of prayer, is the assistance of 
the Spirit of God in the duty, to be sought 
and hoped for. The proofs from the holy 
scriptures, of the influences of the Spirit of 
God in prayer are, Zech. xii. 10. Luke xi. 13, 
Rom. viiii 26. Gal. iv. 6, Eph. vi. 18. James 
V. 16. Jude 20. Many collateral texts may 
be pertinently added, John iii. 6. Rom.viii. 14. 
Gal. V. 16. also ver. 25. John xvi. 8. Rom* 
viii. 16. The experience of all Christians 
confirms this doctrine of the influences of the 
Holy Ghost, in the duty of p^-aycr, and other* 
religious exercises. Such, therefore, as de- 
ny any more assistance from God, by his 
Spirit, in this duty than in the common law- 
ful employments and pursuits of the world, or 
conceive that the Spirit only excites some 
holy motions in the heart according to the 
words of prayer, and does not assist, as * 
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rnattevy method^ and ex/iresaioriy ascribe toa^ 
little to the Spirit of God. Such grossly err, 
likewise, as ivait for an ^ inclination to pray, 
from immediate and present dictates pf the 
Spirit of Qodf qy expect such aids from him, 
as to render their prayers the proper work of 
pspirfition, and to make their own study and 
lalJor needless. They indeed awfully per- 
vert and abuse, as well as misapprehend the 
doctrine of the influences of the Spirit of all 
grace, in prayer, and tuin it to the purpose* 
pf enthusiasm. We are, without doubt, to 
conceive of the Spirit of God as assisting us 
in prayer, ip the following ways ; as directing 
our natural capacities, understanding, judgr 
m'&nt, memory, invention, and affections ; as 
blessing our own diligence in reading, hear- 
ing the word, i^editation, study, an4 attempts ; 
}n disposing us to pray and keeping us deeply 
attentive while praying ; in sometimes supr 
plying us with the matter of prayer by his 
secret teachings ; influencing the method ; 
in helping to proper compressions, and exr 
citing such graces as are suited to the solenm 
work. Would we be ftivorec) with the grar 
cious aids of l^he ever-blessed Spirit, we must 
earnestly seek them, be diligent in acquiring 
the. gift, by studying a proper piethod, 
proper language, and matter; plead the prom- 
ise of God that he will give his Spirit, cont 
fine ourselves to no set forma whatever, avoid 
^rmality and lip*-service, be thankful for 9II 
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essUtaoce granted, fear a spirit of pride and 
self-sufHciencyy and order our converdation, 
in the world) according to the gospel, and our 
prayers. 

SECTION V. 

THE encouragement to the duty of pray* 
er will now be explained and laid before the 
mind. 

To persuade people to practise this great 
duty is of the highest consequence. And to 
this, the niost weighty and influential consid* 
erations urge us. And one great branch of 
the encouragement to stated prayer arises 
from the divine command enjoining it. From 
the goodness and benevolence of Jehovah . we 
have every reason to conclude, that prayer 
would not have been made an express duty, 
had it not been not only in itself lit, but of sal- 
utary effect. An infinitely wise and gracious 
Being never commanded any thing as duty« 
which is not of happy tendency. Even the 
'beauty of holiness mainly consists in its bless* 
cd tendency- Barely, therefore, our being 
commanded statedly to offer our supplications 
to the throne of grace is a full evidence of 
their usefulness. Were petitions and ac- 
knowledgments) homage and adorations offer- 
ed to an omnipresent and almighty Beings 
of no avail or significance, they would not be 
required of us. But that prayer is required 
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of us, in holy writ, none can deny ; and is 
tlierefore beneficial in its effects and conse- 
quences. The wisest and best of alj beings 
would not have required it of us, if it were in 
vain, and could answer no valuable purposes. 
A holy, glorious God does nothing in vain. 
AH his works are good, and answer a val- 
uable end, though we, short-sighted and im- 
perfect creatures, cannot comprehend how 
they will do this. His commandments are 
all holy, just, and good. But it would be nei- 
ther holy, just, wise, or good to command us, 
to live in the practice of stated solemn prayer 
if it were in vain. God has, by express and 
positive precept, commanded us to pray to 
him. " Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve. And 
he spake a parable to this end that men ought 
Always to pray and not to faint. Pray without 
ceasiHg. Seek the Lord while he may be 
found, and call upon him while he is near.-— 
Enter thou into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father who 
seeth in secret, and he shall reward thee open- 
ly." We are as much commanded to offer 
stated prayer to God, in ail the ways, in which , 
that duty is to be performed, as we are to 
fear him — or to do justly — or to love mercy. 
And the divine command is both our warrant 
and encouragement. Again, 

The instances of the success of prayer,' on 
divine record, are a strong and powerful en- 



Encouragement to Prayer. 127 

couragementto the duty. » Prayer is a sacred 
and appointed mean tQ obtain all the bless- 
ings, which we want, whether they relate to 
this life or the life to come. And shall we 
refuse the very means, which infinite wisdom 
has ordained for our own happiness ? Shall 
so glorious a privilege lie unimproved through 
our negligence ? How efficacious has pray- 
er been, in past ages ! Every instance of suc- 
cess, in the duty, is an inducement to others, 
to go, and do likewise. When we see that 
God, in his Providence, has rewarded the du- 
ty, and conferred favors in consequence of it, 
we cannot but feel that we ought to seek to 
the throne of grace with fervor and , impor- 
tunity for all the blessings, which we may 
need, pertaining to life and godliness. Every 
answer to prayer is an invitation to us to at- 
tend upon it. Jacob, Elias, David, Daniel, 
and Jojihua, are remarkable instances of the 
power of fervent prayer. Gen. xxxii. 24, 30, 
and XXXV. 3. Elias or Elijah was a very em- 
inent prophet ; a man of a quick and passion- 
ate temper. " Elias was a man subject to 
like passions as we are, and he prayed ear- 
nestly that it might not rain ; and it rained 
not on the earth by the space of three years 
and six months. And he prayed again and 
the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit.'* Innumerable almost are the 
instances of David's crying to God for relief, 
and of God's hearing him. " I cried," says 
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he, " unjip the Loi:d in the 'day of trouble and 
he heard me and delivered rae." Dan. vi. 10, 
20. Joshua 3(. 1 3,1 3« What wonders have been 
wrought by the power of prayer \ God de- 
lights to own and bless praying breath. " I 
said not untp the Seed of Jacob, seek ye me 
in vain- Thojie %hat seek me shall find me-** 
In scripture, %nd in the history of pious peo- 
ple, in ancient and modem days, in all ages, 
we find how powerful prayer is with God. 
He is the hearer of prayer — ^^ O thou that 
hearest prayer." And this is the highest en- 
couragement to us te call upon him for all 
we need, and to acknowledge him in all our 
ways. Further, 

The example of our Saviour strongljr 
pr esses us to the duty. None ever stood 
in so little need of prayer, and yet none 
were ever so diligent, constant, and devout in 
it. Religious retirement and secret prayer 
were hfs delight. Often were the mountain, 
the desert, and silence of the night witnesses 
of his requests to heaven. We read of his 
seeking a retreat for devotional exercises. — 
^* He sent the multitude away, and ivent up 
into a mountain apart to pray." He spent, 
sometimes, the whole night in prayer. He 
was also a perfect pattern of submission and 
fecvor in his petitions. " At that thne Jesus 
answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, 
Jl-ord of heaven and earth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
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and hast revealed thepi unto babes ; even so 
Father^ for so it seemed good in thy sight.— - 
And he went a little farther and fejl on bis 
face and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be 
jiossible, let this cup pass from me ; never- 
theless, not as I will, but as tho^i wilt/' He 
was, also, a perfect example of a holy fervor, 
jand affection in prayer. " Who,'* says the 
apostle to the Hebrews, " in the days of his 
flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 
i^upplications, with strong crying and tears, 
unto him that was able to save him froni 
Aleath, and wa$ beared 'in that he feared."—? 
The prayers- of Christ, the glorious founder 
of our holy religion, are mighty encourage;* 
ments to us, to c^l upon our Father, who |s in 
heaven. He has set us an example and taught 
us how to pray. He directs us to attend the 
duty, statedly, with seriousness and reverence $ 
to be pertinent, concise, and spiritual in our 
sacrifices of prayer and praise. " But when 
jre pVay, use not vain repetitions, as the hea* 
then do, for tl^ey think they shall be heard 
for their much speaking. Be not ye therer 
fore like unto them, for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye ask 
him. Immoderately long, tedious, repetitious 
prayers are not such as are either proper, or 
acceptale to God.;^ Vain repetitions, tautol- 
orgies, anb unnecessary wprds are disgust? 
ing to men, and unpleasin^ to Cod, 
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Another very great encouragement to pray* 
er, is the gracious promise that God will hear 
and accept the supplications of his people* 
There is a power or efficacy in prayer. As 
a holy and merciful God has commanded it, 
60 he will own and honor it, by making it the 
instrument of deriving blessings to us, the 
favors which we may want, and which are 
best for us. The prayer of faiths we are told, 
prevails with God, and is always heard and 
accepted. " The effectual fervent prayer of 
the righteous man availeth much." Hence 
the duty and propriety of cries to God, in our 
distress ; and likewise of desiring the pray-? 
ers of his people : and an important privi- 
lege it is to have an interest in them. It is 
particularly the declared and express will of 
God, that the authorized ministers of religion, 
the pastors of the churches should, in cases 
of dangerous sickness, be sent' for ; that they 
should pray over the sick, ask for their recov- 
ery and forgiveness. ♦' Is any among you af* 
flicted ? let him pray. Is any sick among 
you ? lei him call for the FJders of the church, 
and let them pray over him, anointing liim 
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up, and if he have com* 
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him."— t 
By the " Elders of the church," we are to 
understand Christ's ministers of the gospel, 
sometimes called bishops, presbyters, pastor?, 
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teachers, overseers of the church, and minis- 
ters of the New-Testament. And it is made 
the duty of people, in sickness, to send for 
them, to pray with, and for the sick. God is 
often, of his great mei;cy, pleased to hear 
tlieir prayers, to grant health, life, and spirit- 
ual favors, on account of them. It is not 
mere custom or ceremony, then, neither is 
It superstition or enthusiasm, to have Christ's 
regular ministers, the pastors of the churches, 
at the instance of the sick and afflicted, 
sent for to pray for them. It is the exfiresa 
ftnll and fommand of God. And he would not 
have commanded it, had he not intended to 
have it the means of deriving his blessings 
and favors to his creatures. If we admit that 
the above passage refers to a miraculousjaith^ 
and miraculotut healing,^ and a special anointing 
with oil, still the duty of sending for the El- 
ders OP authorized ministers of Christ to pray 
for the sick, may be fairly inferred from the 
words.-— Again we are thus directed, " Con- 
fess your faults one to another, and pray one 
for another, that ye may be healed. The ef- 
fectual fervent prayer of the righteous man 
availeth much." The prayers of godly min- 
isters and people have wonderful power. It 
is a great privilege and happiness, as well as 
duty, to pray to God. Many are the promis- 
es nntade to this duty. " Call upon me in the 
day of trouble and I will hear thee," is the 
direction to us in adversity. The psalmist 
addresses himself to the Supreme Being, un- 
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der the character of the prayer-hearing God. 
*< O thou that hearest prayer ! Again, God is 
intrcated to open his ear upon our petitions. 
•* Lord I cry unto thee, make haste unto me : 
j^ive ear unto my toice when I cry unto thee. 
Let my prayer be set forth before thee as in- 
cense ; and the lifting up of my hands as the 
evening sacrifice.'* Our Father who is in, 
heaven has an ear to hear the cries of his peo- 
ple ; is present to know, and has power to an- 
swer. It ia our happiness and privilege 
"therefore, to come to him for his aid and pity, 
under all distresses. Our prayers will find 
the way to his throne from the deepest gloom« 
and remotest corners of the earth. His be- 
ing the hearer of prayer is one of the most 
engaging and attractive views, which we can 
take of his character, and a powerful motive 
to the duty of prayer. Further, 

The fitness of the duty, in the reason and 
nature of things, is also a powerful induce- 
ment to the stated practice of it. It is per- 
fectly reasonable in itself, and fit in its own 
nature, that poor, feeble, imperfect, depend- 
ant creatures should constantly own their en- 
tire dependance on the first cause of all things, 
the God that made them, and offer to him 
their homage and praise. The light of na- 
ture, our relation to God as his creatures pre- 
served by his kindness, and our innumerable 
wants, prove, beyond all contradiction, that 
prayer is a fit and reasonable exercise, hit 
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not perfectly reasonable, and fit in itself, that 
we should worship, fear, adore, and serve the 
Lord of creation, and suitably express our 
reverence ? Ought not self-existence and al- 
mighty power to be adored — eternity, omni- 
science, and omnipresence to be revered— 
infinite holiness to be honored-— goodness and 
mercy to be praised— and wisdom and faith- 
fulness celebrated by us ? CaA sceptecism it- 
self, dispute the fitness and propriety of this 
duty ? As long as the Deity remains what he 
is, and we what we are, it is infinitely fit and 
right that he should receive, day by day, a 
tribute of homage and adoration, gratitude 
and praise from us. The glories of his char- 
acter—the wonders of his works — ^the holi- 
jiessofhis laws — the rectitude of his govem- 
ment-*and riches of his grace, are arguments 
adapted to convince all men of the reasona- 
bleness of the duty of prayer. We are invi- 
ted by the warmest exhortations, and encou- 
raged by the highest hopes to draw near to 
God, with all our wants and sorrows. For 
prayer is a work of much larger extent than 
a petition to God for his mercy, " When a ho- 
ly soul comes before God he hath much more 
to say, than merely to beg. He tells his 
God what a sense he hath of the divine attri- 
butes, and what high esteem he pays to hit 
majesty, his wisdom, his power, his mercy. 
He talks with him about the works of crea- 
lion, and stands wrapt up in wonder. He 
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talks about the grace and mystery of redemp- 
tion, and is yet more filled with adnairation 
and joy. He talks of all the aifairs of nature, 
grace, and glory ; he speaks of his works of 
Providence ; of love and ve]||;eance in this, 
and the future world.** Lastly, 

The goodness, mercy^ grace, love, and pa- 
tience of God encourage us to seek him, 
statedly and constantly, in all the ways ol 
drawing near to him, in his worshipping as- 
semblies on the Lord's day, in our dwellings, 
morning and evening, and in our closets. 
" Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
and call ye upon him while he is near.** He 
is seated on a throne of glory and of grace ; 
exalted above all blessing and praise ; self- 
existent, independent, ana all-sufficient ; wor- 
thy of our deepest adorations ; the only ob- 
ject bf religious homage ; slow to anger ; 
long-suffering ; abundant in goodness ; for- 
giving iniquity, "transgression, and sin. Such 
is the God, whom we are to worship ; whose 
goodness, grace, and condescension are infi- 
nite ; and who may well challenge from us, 
and all intelligent creatures, the highest pos- 
sible ascriptions of praise. From angels, 
and from men, he may call for the warmest 
expressions of love, gratitude, and adoration. 
The goodness, the patience, and benevolence, 
the loving-kindness and innumerable favors 
of God invite us near to his throne, and pow- 
erfully encourage us to seek from him, all need- 
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ed blessings, personal or relative, public or 
private, temporal or spiritual. How won* 
derful is it, that so great-<^so glorious*— so 
holy a God— the Majesty of heaven and earth 
— — transcendantly excellent— -supremely bless» 
ed — should hear our cries—- regard our pray- 
ers-*.and assure us that they are not in vaim 
Prayer is powerful— ^is efficacious-^^raws 
down upon us the divine blessings, being ap-^ 
pointed by God as the means thereof. " I 
said not unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye me, 
in vain.'* It is no superstition— it is no en- 
thusiasm, to which we are urged, when in- 
treated and pressed to mak» conscience of 
the duty of prayer, and never to omit or neg- 
lect it. " For the end of all things is at hand, 
be ye therefore sober and watch unto pray- 
'er.'* How happy if the rising, and risen 
generation, if all ages, and classes, and des« 
criptions of people, would give themselves to 
prayer ! To aid all who may be prevailed up* 
on to practice so important— so plain— so 
useful— and so reasonable a duty ; to furnish 
them with proper materials, and the most 
suitable language, even the language of the 
Holy Ghost— the foregoing collection of texts 
of scripture, from Mr. Henry's method of 
prayer, is made. 
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A Prayer for the Lord*a^y Mornings 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful God ; 
existing in and of thyself ; possessed 
of all possible perfections, and worthy of all 
praise. We would now lift up our hearts to 
thee, as a prayer-hearing Gk>d, and in the 
name of our blessed Redeemer. We adore 
thee as the God of glory and of grace. We 
adore thee for what thou art in thyself and 
for all the displays of thy character. W« 
adore thee, as the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in him, the God and 
Father of all, who believe in his name. We 
implore the influences of thy Holy Spirit to 
aid us, in the solemn duty before us. May 
he indite our petitons for us, and fill us with 
the sentiments of devotion. We rejoice, 
heavenly Father, in all thy goodness to us, in 
creation, preservation and redemption ; and 
for thy kind care and protection, during our 
whole UYe»-*and> especiaUy, would we praise 
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thy holy name, for the preservation of tlie 
past night, and for the light of this sacred 
morning— for the return of the Christian 
Sabbath, and opportunity to read thy word^ 
at this time. We bless an praise thee, O 
Lord, Most High, that our eyes behold the 
light of another of the days of the Son of 
man. This is the day the Lord hath made. 
In it thy churches meet to pray unto, and 
praise thee. Thou hast ordained and ap* 
pointed the Sabbath*day ; always hast giv« 
en thy people a day, in -which to serve thee ; 
and hast owned and blessed the Sabbath, in 
all the ages of thy church. Thy wisdom 
shines forth illustriously in the institution of 
the Sabbath, that thy people might have leis* 
ure, and a fit season to worship thee, in a 
public manner, as well as in a more private 
way :— •that religion may be preserved ; its 
public duties performed ; and its ordinances 
observed. May we be enabled to sanctify, as 
we ought, this day unto the Lord our God- 
to regard it as holy time, distinguished from 
all other days ; as a day of sacred rest— as' 
an emblem of the rest of heaven i and to be 
kept holy by resting from all worldly em- 
ployments and conversation-— and by being 
wholly devoted to religious exercises, except 
what may be taken up in works of necessity 
and mercy. For the Sabbath was made for 
man and not man for the Sabbath. May we 
be in 'the spirit on the Lord's day ; be assist- 
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ed in all its duties : and, particularly, for the 
solemnities of public worship. May thy ser- 
vant, the pastor of this church and people, be 
this day enabled, and always, to come to his 
people in the fulness of the gospel of peace, 
be richly furnished for sanctuary services, and' 
be honored as an instrument of promoting 
the Redeemer's cause and kingdom. Bless 
with the teachings and influence of the Holy 
Ghost, all the worshipping assemblies of thy 
people, in this, and all Christian lands, that 
may meet this day, to worship thee. Bless 
all the churches of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
this, and all Christian lands, and all the pas* 
tors of the churches. May the churches be 
built up in the order, faith, peace, and purity 
of the gospel— in soundness of doctrine, and 
faithfulness of discipline «and ordinances ; and 
all the pastors be inspired with the love of 
precious and immortal souls ; be faithful and 
zealous, able and successful ministers of the 
New-Testament. Put a stop to the preva- 
lence of vice, immorality, error, heresies, di- 
visions, and sectaries in religion. May all the 
people in all gospel lands, be more and more 
united in doctrine and discipline. May Christ 
Jesus, the great head of the church, go forth 
this day by his power and grace, and be in the 
midst of his worshipping people. Revive re- 
ligion, here and all around , us, and every 
where. Bless the means of grace in our 
land ; the means of education ; a preached 
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word, and administered ordinances ; and all 
attempts to carry the gospel where now un- 
enjoyed) or unknown. Smile upon all this 
nation : Bless our government— our rulers— 
our teachers— and all orders and classes of 
people. Have mercy upon the sick, the af- 
flicted, and the dying. — Oh ! pity a dying 
world, and send salvation to the ends of the 
earth. Bless us, now before thee, of thift 
family : sanctify and renew our souls by the 
power of the Holy Ghost : — forgive our sins 
—justify us by a Redeemer's all-perfect right- 
eousness. Bless us, personally and relative- 
ly ; bless all our friends, for^ve bur ene- 
mies, reward our benefactors. Be our God 
while we live — our hope when we come to 
die ; and our portion in eternity— and all the 
praise and glory shall be given to the Father^ 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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A Prayer for the Lord* 9-day Evening. 

O THOU, who inhabitest eternity, su- 
premely great and infinitely gracious, wor- 
thy of all adoration, homage, love, praise, and 
obedience. May we be assisted, on the even- 
ing of this thy day, in the solemn duty of 
family religion. It is both our privilege and 
happiness that we may come before thee — 
may spread our requests before> and mak^ 
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known our wants to thee^ by prayer and sup- 
plication, together with thanksgivmg. Thou 
art the hearer of player and God of jall graco. 
We are the creatures of thy power — thine 
hand formed us at first — ^thy goodness has 
always supported us, ever since we have had 
a being in the world — and thy bounty has 
constantly supplied our returning wants. And 
It is our indispensible duty to acknowledge . 
thee, in all our ways. — >Thou hast made us 
rational creatures— moral agents, and ac- 
countable to thee for all our conduct, exercis- 
es of heart, and actions of life. We ara 
inacxe capable of knowing, loving, fearing and 
serving thee. And it is infinitely fit that we 
should hohof and glorify thee, with all the 
t>owers and capacities of our souls, and health 
and strength of our bodies. We are made 
capable of worshipping and serving thee, in 
the condition of a family. The blessing of 
the Lord is on the habitation of the just.— 
Thou lovest the gates of Zion, but still dost 
dwell in the tents of Jacob. We ascribe glo- 
ry and praise to thy name, O thou fountain 
of being and blessedness ! for thy goodness 
ious, through our whole lives ; but, especiallyi 
through another holy^ Sabbath. We have en- 
joyed the blessings and salvation of another 
of the days of the Son of man : have been 
favored with another precious opportunity of 
public^ worship. How amiable are thy taber- 
naclesy Q Lord pf hosts 1 How delightful to 
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go to the place of public worship ! Sanctify 
to us the instructions of thine house, and 
"word :— accept the prayers and praises of thy 
people. We have enjoyed another holy 
Sabbath— our land enjoys her Sabb?Jths— we 
live in a land of gospel light, where the means 
of grace, thy word, and ordinances at-e en- 
joyed. We have great spritual privileges. 
Glory to thy name that we were not bom in 
countries of Pagan darkness and idolatry—. 
Mahometan imposture. Popish superstition, 
or Jewish blindness. We hear the glorious 
gospel— may read thy holy word — may 
worship thee, according to what our conscien- 
ces dictate, without tear bf molestation.T— > 
Persecution is unknown in our land. May 
we feel how necessary it is for us to improve 
aright all our religious advantages, the day 
of life, means of grace-— seasons and opportu- 
nities of salvation — Sabbath and sanctuary 
enjoyments— and divine ordinances. May 
we have an increasing sense of the infinite 
importance of all divine institutions— and be 
more and more attached to thy word— thy 
house — thy worship — and thine ordinances, 
however much they may be opposed or neg- 
lected by an ungodly world. May we so im- 
prove all our Sabbaths, that we may, at last, 
spend an eternal Sabbath of rest in glory. 
May we hate and abhor all the ways of sin- 
repent— believe— and follow the example of 
Christ :— rest on his merits for pardon, justi* 
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fidjation, and happiness. Take the care of us, 
this night ; raise us to see the light of anoth- 
er day, take the care of us, all our days. 
Bless this family. Pity all th'e afflicted. 
Bless our land— our rulers — thy churches^ 
and all thy people. Bless all the nations of 
the world, and fill the earth with thy praise. 
We commit ourselves, O God, and all for 
whom we ought to pray, to thine infinite 
mercy in Christ Jesus, to whom with the 
Father and Spirit of truth be all praise thro* 
everlasting ages, Amen. 



, Morning Prayer for a Family. 

INFINITELY great and infinitely gra- . 
clous God I Thou art the God of the evening 
and of the morning ; and the hope of all the 
ends of the earth. Thou givest unto all life 
and breath, and all things. Unto thee, would 
we sinful, unworthy creatures, draw nigh, in 
a way of duty, that we may be found in the 
way of mercy. For where shall we go for 
mercy, but to thy throne of grace ? Where 
can we expect to find a preserving and a par- 
doning God, but at the mercy seat ? Thou 
art in heaven, and we are upon earth. The 
distance between thee and us sinful and ruined 
creatures, is infinite. For thou art infinitely 
glorious in holiness, and we are depraved sin- 
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ful creatures ; depraved in heart, depravedl 
in practice. We have lost the divine image. 
We are by nature the children of wrath.— 
We are dead in sin. If we justify our- 
selves, our own mouths shall condemn 
us. If we should plead our own perfec- 
tion, this would prove us to be perverse. O 
Lord, if thou shouldest be strict to mark 
our iniquities against us, our mouths would 
be stopped, and we could not 9tand before thee. 
But blessed be thy name, with thee there is 
forgiveness that thou may est be feared ; with 
thee there is mercy ; with thee, through the 
atoning blood of Jesus, there is plenteous 
redemption. Thou hast not dealt with us ac- 
cording to our sins, nor rewarded us after our 
iniquities ; but thou waitest to be gracious 
unto us. Oh, that knowing the plague of our 
own hearts, we may look to him whom we 
have pierced with our sins ; and may mourn 
^r them with that godly sorrow, which work- 
cth repentance unto salvation, not to be re- 

?ented of. Our only hope is in the Lord 
esus. Of ourselves we can do nothing. It 
is the name, the all -prevailing name of the 
Lord Jesus, we plead before thee. By his 
all-sufficient righteousness he hath magnified tht/ 
holy law. He hath made it honorable Jbr thecy 
to have mercy on whom thou wilt have mer- 
cy. This is our encouragement to come be- 
fore thee, polluted with sin, as we are ; and 
this is our only hope, that we may find mercy. 
Hear us, therefore, .in his name ; and, /or 
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his aakey freely forgive us all our siiis. For 
-we have sinned ; and sinned greatly, O Fa- 
ther, before heaven and in thy sight. We 
arc no more worthy to be called thy children. 
We have sinned in thought, in word, and in 
deed. We have sinned by omitting known 
duties, and by actual transgressions of thy 
holy law. But, blessed be thy name, through 
the riches of thy g-race, we have an advocate 
with thee, even Jesus Christ, the righteous. 
He is the propitiation for our sins ; and y<n* 
the tins of the whole world. Wash away our 
sins in his blood ; and cleanse us from all our 
transgressions. With his stripes may we be 
healed. Oh, for Jesus, sake, show us thy 
mercy, and grant us thy salvation. Give us 
truly penitent hearts for all pur sins. By the 
Holy Spirit create within us a clean heart, and 
renew within us a right frame of spirit. Open 
our eyes to read, our ears to hear, and our 
hearts to understand thy law and gospel.— > 
May we learn of Christ to be meek and lowly 
in heart, and iind the divine rest of the gospel 
to refresh our souls, in this world of trial. May 
Christ be in our souls the hope of glory.— 
May we walk circumspectly, not as fools, 
but as wise, redeeming the time. Whether 
we live, or die, may we be the Lord's. And 
while we plead for our own souls, we desire to 
plead for Zion. Bless the ministers of thy 
gospel. Give them wisdom and grace to be 
faithful in the great work of th6ir calling. 
May they preach, the truth,. in Jesus. Clothe 
them with salvation, that thy i^aints may shov 

N 
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aloud for J07. Send them forth into all the 
earth) to plant and build up thy church, -as 
instruments of divine appointment. Bless 
thy servant, the pastor of the church, in this 
place. Strengthen his hands and encourage 
his heart, in the work of the Lord. May he 
be a blessing to this people. Revive among 
this people and in all our towns, the good 
work of thy grace. May we experience a ^ay 
of divine power, in the gracious ingathering 
of thousands into thy church of such as shall 
be saved. May the whole earth be filled with 
thy glory •• Bless this family in him, in whom 
all the happy families of the earth are blessed. 
Bless it with all needed temporal and spiritual 
blessings. May every member of it be re- 
newed by thy grace ; and be enabled truly 
and faithfully to serve and glorify thy name. 
Then will Ave speak thy praise from the heart, 
with unfeigned lit>s. Then will we declare 
what thou hast done for our souls, and mag- 
nify ihe Lord.— We bless thee, O Lord, for 
the solvation of our lives another night ; that 
we have been refreshed by sleep in its ap- 
pointed season ; that we are alive, while oth- 
ers are dead ; that we have awaked this morn- 
ing in so comfortable a measure of health ; 
that we are on this side of the grave and out 
of a miserable eternity ; and, that we have 
now an opportunity of calling on thy name. 
We bless thee, that we have food to eat, 
and raiment lo wear, and a comfortable hab- 
itation to dwell in. We thank thee, for thy 
^«w and gospel) as a divine rule, to direct us 
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in the way of duty, that we may know thee, 
and the way of salvation ; but above alU for 
the unsfieakable gift of thy only begotten Son, 
to deliver us from the curse of the. law, by be- 
ing made a curse for us For this, the angels 
praise thee ; and for this, we would glorify 
thy name. May we never forget the won- 
ders of redeeming love ; but prize them with 
the whole heart. Give us this dayj our dai- 
ly bread. Lead us not into temptation to sin 
against thee in any manner ; but deliver us 
from evil. May our words and meditations 
be acceptable in thy sight. Do for us abun- 
dantly above what we are able to ask or think, 
both for soul and for body, for time and for 
eternity ; and all the praise shall be given 
to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost, for ever. Amen. 



A Morning Prayer for a Famly. 

INFINITELY great and glorious God I 
Thou art the great fountain of life and light, 
and the source of all good. With the light 
of this morning, we pray thee to lift upon us 
the light of thy countenance, and grant us the 
joys of thy presence. Wilt thou, who didst 
command the light to shine out of darkness, 
shine into our dark and benighted souls to 
give us light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God. May we feel it to be a peculiar privi- 
lege, as well as an important duty, to r" 
near to thee in prayer, ask of thee the ' 
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which we need, and cast our cares and bur- 
dens upon thee. WiJt thou mercifully meet 
with us, and commune with us from off the 
mercy seat. Encouaged by the gracious 
declarations of thy word, we would come in 
the name of Christ Jesus, confessing our sins, 
and imploring thy grace and mercy. We 
humbly acknowledge our great guilt and un- 
Worthiness ; we have an evil heart of unbe- 
lief, which inclines us to depart from thee, 
the living God, and have indulged the carnal 
mind, which is enmity against God. We 
have been wickedly opposed to thine holy 
character and righteous government, and 
have transgressed thy laws, which are holy, 
just, and good. Our hearts have been a sink 
of sin and pollution, and our lives a series of 
wickedness and rebellion. How greatly have 
we fallen short in every duty ? and in many 
things we have all offended. We have great 
reason to blush and be ashamed, when we re- 
fleet upon our numerous sins, and to cry, 
God, be merciful to us sinners. For Jesus' 
sake, we entreat thee to be gi'acious to us ; 
and to pardon our iniquities, for thy name*s 
sake ; for they are great. Justify us freely 
by thy grace through the Redemption, which 
is in Christ Jesus. Oh, be not strict to mark 
iniquity against us, for our sins are moi^ in 
number than the hairs of our heads, and are 
awfully aggravated. Wilt thou purify us 
from sin, and work in us both to will and to do. 
Glorify the riches of thy free grace in making 
heirs of eternal life. May we feel Our infinite 
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need of Jesus as our Saviour, and trust in him 
alone for pardon and salvation, realizing, that 
wc have nothing^ of our own to commend our- 
selves to thy favor. May the Lord Jesus ap- 
pear precious to us, as he does to those who 
believe. Grant that we may be found in him, 
not walking; after the flesh, but after the Spi- 
rit. May we, like the blessed Jesus, be meek, 
humble^ and lowly in heart, v*'alking as he also 
walked. Wilt thou dis]50se us to live in a 
careful observance of all the duties of religion, 
both towards God and man. We pray that 
we may have a tender regard for thine honor 
and glory — may seek the advancement of re- 
ligion above our own private selfish interests, 
and make it our great concern to do thy. will, 
and lay up treasures in heaven. May we 
have a benevolent regard for our fellow crea- 
tures, and do good to all, as wc have opix>r- 
tunity, not rendering evil fpr evil, but over- 
coming evil with good. 

Wilt thou impress our hearts with senti- 
ments of gratitude for the innumerable in- 
stances of thv kindness. Thou art kind and 
gracious unto us, althougli we are evil and 
unthankful. It is of thy mercy thaf we are 
not consumed, and are prisoners of hope in 
the land of the living. We thank thee that 
thou hast preserved us through another night 
— ^that we have lain down, and arisen, bectiuie 
thou hast sustained us, and that our sleep has 
not been the sleep of death. We have great 
reason to be thankful for food and raiment — 
for a comfortable measures of health, and ll 

N 2 ' 



150 Prayers. 

many necessaries and comforts of life, with 
which We are surrounded. But more espe- 
cially would we thank thee, Father of mercies, 
for the unspeakable gift of a Saviour — for the 
offer of eternal life, and for the sacred scrip- 
tures, which were given by the inspiration of 
God, and are able through faith in Christ to 
make us wise unto salvation. We thank tbee 
also for the gift of thine Holy Spirit to awaken, 
renew, and sanctify us, and so to prepare us 
for thine heavenly kingdom. May thy good- 
ness lead us to repentance, and thy long-suf- 
fering to our salvation. Fill our h^arjts with 
gratitude to thee, and dispose us to live to thy 
praise and glory. Wilt thou, gracious God, 
take a kind care of us through this day. Pre- 
serve us from all the evils and temptations, to 
which we may be exposed, and spread our 
paths with peace and safety. Assist us in all 
the duties and lawful business of the day. 
May we be in thy fear all the day long, and 
aim at thy glory in all our conduct. We en- 
treat thee to be merciful to this family, and 
bless all who reside under this roof. May 
they all belong to thy family, and be mem- 
bers of thine heavenly kingdom. Grant, that 
the parents may be faithfyi to bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and may they live together as the heirs 
qf the grace of life. May the children be 
preserved from the paths of vice and erroi>-^ 
remember their Creator in the days of their 
vouth, and choose that better part, which will 
ver \yt taken from. them. And God grant 
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that not one of this family may be left to go 
on in sin, and lie down in eternal sorrow. 
Wilt thou, heavenly Father, in thine infinite 
mercy, visit this people with the effusion of 
thy Spirit, and revive thy work among them. 
May Christians here be quickened and en- 
livened, and be engaged in seeking and pray- 
ing for the prosperity of Zion and the salva- 
tion of souls. We pray thee to lead enqui- 
ring souls to the blessed Jesus. May they 
feel the plague of their own hearts, and their 
need of the renewing influences of the Spirit 
—-cordially receive the Lord Jesus as tiiieir 
Saviour, and find joy and peace in believing. 
And Oh ! that thou wouldst pity careless sin- 
X^tr^i who have no pity on themselves. Suf- 
fer them not to go carelessly down the broad 
road to destruction. Shew them their awfiil 
danger, and pluck them as brands from ever- 
lasting burnings. Bless the pastor of thy 
church in this place. May he be an^able and 
faithful minister of the gospel— be skillful in 
winning souls to Christ, and have many souls 
as seals of his ministry and his crown of re- 
joicing in the day of the Lord. Be gracious 
to all the ministers of the gospel every where. 
May they obtain grace to be faithful, and mer- 
cy to be successful. Build up the churches 
of our Lord Jesus through the world. Make 
additions unto them of such as shall be saved. 
May all who name the name of Christ, be 
careful to depart from all iniquity, and to 
adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour b- 
holy life and conversation. Revive thy 
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through our land and among all Christian na- 
tion s> and send the gospel to the heathen. 
And may the time soon come, when the know* 
ledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the 
waters do the seas. Wilt thou be niereifiil to 
all in affliction and distress, and grant them 
relief. Heal the sick, we entreat thee ;- com- 
fort mourners with the consolations of thine 
Holy Spirit, and may the dying be prepared 
to meet their judge in peace. May we all 
remember, that our life is a vapor, which ap- 
pears for a little time, and will soon vanish 
away, and that our days will soon be number- 
ed and finished ; when we must bid an ever- 
lasting adieu to all our earthly friends and en- 
joyments, and be fixed in unapChkiAble and 
eternal happiness or misery. . May we so 
prepare for this solemn event, that our death 
may be our everlasting gain— a happy dis- 
mission from this world of trouble and sor- 
row to realms of endless joy and peace. And 
now to the Father, Son, and Holy Gliost, be 
ascribed eternal praises. Amen. 



A Morning Prayer. 

HOLY and eternal God, Thou art great 
and greatly to be feared, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that draw nigh to Ihee. 

Impress our minds with a sense of thy om- 
nipresence and enable us to realize that we 
are now in the full view of the heart search- 
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ing Jehovah. May we come before thee 
with revcienge believing that thou art and 
that thou art the rewarder of all who diligent- 
Jy seek thee. We presume not to come in 
our own name, or on account of any merit 
in ourselves to ask any favor, but in the all- 
prevailing name of Jesus our great Mediator 
and Intercessor : for his sake regard us unwor* 
thy and guilty creatures and let our cry come 
up before thee as incense and the lifting of 
our hands as the morning sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable in thy sight ; and may we offer 
through him the sacrifice of broken and con- 
trite hearts which will be acceptable in thy 
sight. 

And now, O Lord, we desire to confess be- 
fore thee, with the deepest humility and self- 
abasement, our transgressions ; and we re- 
joice that we may do it in hope of thy par- 
doning mercy through Jesus Christ the 
great sacrifice for sin ; and thou hast said, if 
we confess our sins, thou art faithful to for- 
give. 

We confess we were shupen in iniquity 
and conceived in sin, and that to our original 
guilt we have added Innumerable jittual trans- 
gressions. We have lived without God and 
without Christ in the world and have restrain- 
ed prayer before thee — yea, we have openly 
violated thy laws and trampled upon thine au- 
thority. We have rejected thy Son, grieved 
thy Spirit, misimproved our time and oppor- 
tunities for doing or getting good. We 
have no excuse to make for our sins ; sei 
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condemned we plead. Enter not into judg- 
mcnt with thy servants, O Lord, for in thy 
sight no flesh living can be justified. Wc 
plead the merit of thy Son, and through him 
entreat thee to pardon all our offences. Tho' 
our sins have grown up to the heavens and 
our trespasses have reached the clouds, they 
are not too great for thee to pardon. Give 
us to see our lost and ruined state ; convince 
us of sin, righteousness and judgment, and 
may thy Spirit operate on our hearts in his 
all-powerful influences to renew us to holi- 
ness, and enable us to receive Jesus Christ 
as he is offered in the gospel. Bring us out 
of darkness into marvellous light, and 
transform us into thine own imagfe. Subdue 
within us every thing that exalteth itself 
against God — ^take away our evil propensi- 
ties and inclinations, and let not sin have do- 
minion over us. May we bow to the sceptre 
of Jesus and be willing that he should rule 
in and over us. Enable us to crucify the 
flesh with its affections and lusts and no long- 
er live to oursdves. May we take thy word 
for our rule, shun the sins it prohibits and 
practise the duties which it enjoins, and in all 
respects be conformed to thine image and 
law. 

, And now, O thou compassionate Fatjier of 
the universe, we desire to feel more en,tirel7 
our dependance on thee, and to offer thee 
that praise which will glorify thy name. We 
call on our souls and all within us to praise 
' thee that we were born in a Christian land, 
and that we enjoy Christian privileges. 
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We thank thee that we are endowed with 
national souls and are capable of knowing our 
Lord's will ; and for the glorious salvation 
which the gospel opens to our view, and 
offers to our acceptance. We bless thee for 
the influences of the Holy Spirit to awaken 
our attention, convince us of sin, convert us 
to holiness and fit us to enjoy thee in the 
heavenly world. We praise thee for seasons 
of prayer, for support under trouble and 
above sJl for the hope of glory through thy 
Son. We praise thee for the protection of the 
night past — that our sleep was not the sleep 
of death — we see the morninjj light in health 
and comfort and in the beginning of this day 
may read thy vrord, and lift up our souls to 
thee in prayer. We thank thee for all per- 
sonal and family blessings; may a sense of 
thy goodness abide on our hearts, and influence 
us to all the duties of piety. 

Protect us this day from all evil and assist 
us in every duty ; may we remember that 
we are always in thy presence — that thou'art 
the inspector of all our conduct, and that we 
must give account to thee for our improve- 
ment of every day. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and help us successfully to resist 
every temptation. 

We pray thee to bless this family — may 
we who are the head, walk before our house- 
hold in thy fear, and bring up our children in 
thy nurture and admonition ; suffer not sick- 
ness to enter our dwelling, and let our 
lives and healths be precious in thy sight. 
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. May thy gracious presence be in the midst 
of this place — thy Spirit be abundantly pour- 
ed upon thy people ; may thy church be in- 
creased, and thy servant who ministers in 
holy things, have a double portion pf tliy 
Spirit and be enabled rightly to divide the 
word of truth, and give to every one a portion 
in season. 

Bless our land — ^rule in the hearts of our 
rulers— be with the chief magistrate of our 
nation ; give him wisdom to conduct the 
important concerns of our country, and make 
him an instrument of great good to us ; 
may all our rulers be just, ruling in the fear 

' of the Lord. 

Be with all thy churches ; succeed a 
preached gospel, and go with those who have 
gone to preach the gospel in our infant settle- 
ments—may the wilderness blossom like tlie 
rose ; succeed any attempts to christianize 
the heathen, and may they be brought to the 
knowledge of the truth ; order times and 
seasons favorably ; pity all in affliction, and 
prepare the dying for death. Extend mercy 
to a guilty world ; let thy gospel be preached 
toeveiy creature, aild may thy church be 
glorious in ail the earth ; may wars and tu- 
mults pease and peace and righteousness fill 
the wcjrld. 

We renewedly commend ourselves and all 

. our concerns to thee ; may we live as dying 
and accountable creatures, and discharge 
with fidelity the duties of our several stations 
^|fd relations in life ; may we grow in grace. 
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and the knowledge of Gpd — continually enjoy 
an approving conscience — and when we are 
About to depart out of this life, may we re- 
joice, beholding our redemption drawmg 
nigh ; and when absent from the body, may 
we be present with the Lord and join that 
blessed society on high, where we shall for 
ever celebrate the praises of rctleeming love 
through Jesus Christ, to v/hom with the Fa- 
ther and Holy Spirit be dominion and praise. 
Allien. 



A Prayer for a Family under bereavement, 

ETERNAL Sovereign of the universe — 
all things are under thy control and subject 
to thy will. The destines of all men are fix- 
ed in thine eternal counsels, the bounds of 
human life are assigned to each of us, beyond 
which v.e cannot pass. The various states 
of prosperity and adversity are allotted to us 
in thy infinite wisdom. Thou bringcstdown 
to the grave and thou raisest us up again — 
thou givest joy and sorrow as thou seest best 
adapted to promote our piety, and qualify us 
for the enjoyments of thy presence. 

We adore thy infinite glories and perfec- 
tions, and desire to humble ourselves under 
the rebukes of thy rod. 

Thou hast sent death into this fumily and 
taken away one who was the desire of onr 
eyes. While we own thy jiiclgments arr 

O 
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just, may we be enabled to see that in Cove- 
nant love and faithfulness thou hast af&icted 
us. Dear Rede'emer, remember us in this 
day of affliction, and comfort our hearts with 
thy heavenly consolations. Be present wii\\ 
thy supporting grace, that we may not faint 
under thy rebuke. May we honor thee by a 
wise improvement of this trial and by a pa- 
tient submission to thy sovereign will, and 
in the multitude of our thoughts within us, 
1st thy consolations delight our souls. May 
wc examine our hearts and conduct that wc 
may know why the Lord hath thus dealt 
with us ; and be earnest at the throne of 
j;race that we may learn what thou wouldst 
have us do. 

O God, sorrow hath filled our hearts hv 
reason of the wide breach thou hast made in 
our family. Oh, heal the breach which thy 
J I and hath made, and make up our loss in 
the enjoyment of thy gracious presence. — 
Come and take ix)ssession of our hearts, and 
enable us to devote ourselves entirely to thee. 
jVIay we have that peace and consolation 
wliich results from submission to tiiy will. 

We acknowledge we have deserved all ouf 
trials, and infinitely greater, for we have sin- 
ned against t'nee. We have abused thy 
f)ounties and have forgotten thee in our inor- 
dinate love of creature comforts. We havf 
despised the riches of thy grace, misim- 
proved our time, and rejected tlie great salva- 
tion of the (.»osj)fcI.' AVe desire to humble 
ourselves before thee and iicknowled^*e wilh 
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shame and blushing our multiplied and ag- 
gravated sins. We entreat thy pardon and 
mercy through Jesus Christ — through him 
who is the resurrection and the life, may we 
be raised from death in sin to a life of holi- 
ness. May our affliction be the mean of re- 
conciling our hearts to thy government, and 
engaging us to give ourselves to thee entire- 
ly. May we live more disengaged from the 
Tanities of the world, and view all our dear 
relatives and friends as uncertain in their con- 
tinuance. May we view ourselves as frail 
and dying creatures, and live in j^n actual 
and habitual preparation for death, judgment 
and eternity. Oh, teach us so to number 
our days as to apply our hearts to wisdom. 
As our dearest comforts are dying around us, 
may we remember that our days are as an 
hands breadth and our age as nothing be- 
fore thee — that we must soon follow our 
friends who arc gone down to the grave and 
into the eternal world— that we must soon 
stand at thy tribunal and give up our account 
to thee, 

Ohj prepare us by thy grace for the solemn 
hour of death that we may meet it with Chris- 
tian fortitude, triumph in a dying hour and 
be welcomed to the joy of our Lord. 

Through Jesus Christ, who died and arose 
again as &e first fruits of them that slept— « 
to him be glory and praise for ever. Amen, 
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A Prayer for the Closet. 

O THOU eternal source and fountain of 
Being and blessedness ! with thee is everlast- 
ing strength— -with thee is mercy— with thee 
is the residence of the Spirit. To thine om- 
niscient eye all hearts are naked^ and every 
thought, and every secret desire, is perfectly 
known. Grant me thy Holy Spirit, and enable 
me, a lost and ruined sinner, to draw near to 
the mercy -seat and plead with thee, for the 
sake of Jesus thy beloved Son, for the bles- 
sings I need both for time and eternity. Help 
me to contemplate thy glory, the infinite puri- 
ty and rectitude of thy nature, and as in thy 
presence, to commune with my own heart. 

But, O Lord, I am vile, what shall I say ! 
I am inclined to evil as the sparks to fly up- 
ward. I have an evil heart of unbelief, in de- 
parting from the living God. I have broken 
all thy holy commandments in thought, word, 
and deed. Thou hast preserved my life 
amidst innumerable dangers, thou hast fed 
and clothed me from thy bounty, and com- 
forted nie with friends, and given me pious in- 
structors, but ! have been basely and stupidly 
ungrateful. Thou hast put into my hands 
thy holy word, that gospel that brings life and 
immortality to light, and in the most moving 
language of love, hast called upon me to re- 
pent and live — to fly from the wrath to come, 
to forsake sin and to believe in that Redeemer^ 
>ho is full of grace and truth? and is able to 
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save rnit© the uttermost all that come to God 
by him; but all this grace I have abused, 
and misimproved all the talents thou hast 
given me. I have nothing of my own 
to plead before thee, but wretchedness 
and want. O thou, who art merciful and gra^ 
cious, who delightest not in the death of a 
sinner, help me to embrace the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by faith to plead liis righteousness, 
and his only, before God. 

Give me not up to a hard heart and blinded 
mind. Save me from the sin that most easi* 
ly besets me, and enable me to watch and pray, 
that I enter not into temptation. Keep me 
from a deceived heart. Grant me the spirit 
of Christ, and save me from pride, vain-glo- 
ry, and selfishness. 

May the love of God reign in my heart, 
that I may render to him the glory due to his 
name, and to man the things that are his. 
Make the path of my duty plain in ail the re- 
lations of life, and in all my dealings with my 
fellow creatures, and may I not do to others 
what I sliould be unwilling to receive from 
them. May I as fively forgive others as I 
hope God will forgive me, and be enabled 
sincerely to pray for them. 

I^rd, help me to be temperate in all things, 
and to keep under those passions and appe- 
tites of the body, which war against the soul, 
that I may deny myself, take up the cross, 
and follow Christ. Grant me submission to 
thy providential h^nd under crosses and 

O 3 
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frowns ; to commit all my ways to God, and 
wilt thou direct my steps. 

O thou who hearcst the prayer of the con- 
trite, who hast told me in thy word, to enter 
into my closet and pray in secret, of thy gp*eat 
mercy forgive what thou hast seen amiss in 
this duty. Thou knowest all my needs, bet- 
ter than I can ask or think, let me hope in 
thy mercy to the chief of sinners through Je- 
sus Christ, my strength and my Redeemer, 
to whom with the Father and the Spirit, be 
glory forever. Amen. 
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THE^ 

SHORTER CATECHISM. 

Agreed upon by the JRevererui Assembly cf Divines, at 

Westminster, 

Q.T XTHAT is the chief end of man ? 

VV A. Man's chief end is to glorify 
God, and enjoy him forever. 

Q. What rule hath God given to direct us 
IioiD ive 7nay glorifi/ and enjoy him ? 

A. The word of God which is contained in 
the scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
is the only rule to direct us how we may glo- 
rify and enjoy him. 

Q. What doth the ecrifitures principally 
teach ? 

A. The scriptures principally teach what 
man is to believe concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man. 

Q. What is God ? 

A. God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable, in his being, wisdom, power, ho- 
liness, justice, goodness, and truth. 

Q. Jlre the¥e rnore^ Gods than o^ie ? 

A. There is *b jt 6ne| only, the living and 
true God. 

Q. HoKV viany persona are there in the God^ 
head ? 

A. There are three persons in the God- 
head, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost ; and these three are one God, lh& 
same in substance, equal in power and glory. 

Q. What are the decrees of God ? 

A. The decrees of God are his eternal 
"purpose, according to the counsel of his own 
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wiil, whereby for Iiis own glory he hath fore- 
ordained whatsoever comes to pass; 

Q. How does God execute his decrees ? 

A. God exccutcth his decrees in the works 
of creation and providence. 

Q. What is the work of creation ? 

A. The work of creation is God's making 
all things of nothing, by the word of his pow- 
er, in the space of six days and all very good, 

Q. How did God create man ? 

A. God created man male and female, af* 
ter his own Image, in knowledge, righteous- 
ness and holiness, with dominion over the 
creatures. 

Q. What are God^s works qffirovidence ? 

A* God's works of providence are his most 
holy, wise, and powerful preserving and gov- 
erning all his creatures and all their actions. 

Q. What sfiecial act of firovidence did God 
^xercist towards man in the state wherein he 
'Vfas created? 

A. When God had created man he enter^ 
ed into a covenant of life wi||i him, upon con-^ 
dition of perfect obedience, forbidding him 
to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, upon the pain of death. 

Q. Did ourjirst fiarents continue in the es- 
tate wherein t/iey were created ? 

A. Our first parents being left to the freedom 
of their own will, fell from the estate wherein 
they were created, by sinning against God. 

Q. What is sin ? 

A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, o? 
transgression of the law of Ggd. 
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Q. What tvas the sin whereby our first tia- 
rents fell from the estate wherein they ^ere 
i:reat€d ? 

A. The sin whereby our first parents fell 
from the estate wherein they were created, 
•was their eating the forbidden fruit. 

Q. Did all mankind fail iti Mantes first 
tranf^gression ? 

A. The covenant being made with Adan, 
not only for himself, but for his posterity, ail 
mankind descending from him by ordinary 
generation, sinned in him, and fell with him 
in his first transgression. 

Q. Into what estate did the fall bring man- 
kind ? . 

A. The fall brought mankind into an es- 
tate of sin and misery. 

Q. Wherein consi&ts the sinfulness of that 
estate whereiiito manfell ? 

A. The sinfulness of that estate whcreinto 
man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam's first 
sin, the want of original righteousness, and 
the corruption of his whole nature, which is 
commonly called original sin together with all 
actual transgressions which proceed from it. 

Q. What is the misery of that estate where^ 
into manfell? 

A. All mankind by the fall lost commun- 
ion with God, are under his wrath and curse, 
and so made liable to all the miseries of this 
life, to death itself, and to the pains of hdi 
for ever. 

Q. Did God leave all mankind to fierish in 
the state of sin and misery ? 
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A. God having out of his mere good plea- 
sure from all eternity, elected some to ever- 
lasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace 
to deliver them out ol the state of sin and 
misery, and to bring them into a state of sal- 
vation by a Redeemer. 

Q. Who is the Redeemer of God's elect ? 

A. The only Redeemer of God's elect, is> 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who being the etenial 
Son of God, became man, and so was, and 
continues to be God and man, in two distinct 
natures, and one person, for ever. 

Q* Hav) did Christy being the Son of God, 
become man ? 

A. Christ the Son of God became man by 
taking to himself a true body and a reasona- 
ble soul, being conceived by the power of the 
Holy Ghost in the womb of the virgin Mary^ 
and bom of her, and yet v» ithout sin. 

Q. What office doth Christ execute as our 
Redeemer ? 

A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the 
office of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, 
Uoth in his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 

Q. Ho'-jf doth Chnat execute the office of a 
pTG/ihet ? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, 
in revealing to us by his word and Sph-it, the 
v/ill of God for our salvation. 

Q. Hoiy doth Christ execute the office of a 
ft ricst ? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, 
in his once ofTering up himself a sacrifice to 
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satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God, 
and in making continual intercession for us. 
. Q. Hoto doth Christ execute the office of a 
king ? 

A. Christ exccuteth the office of a king, 
in subduing us to himself, in ruling and de- 
fending us, and in restraining and conquering 
all his and our enemies. 

Q. Wherein did Chnst '5 humiliation con^t ? 

A. Christ's humiliation consisted in his be- 
ing borh, and that in^ low condition, made 
under the law, undergoing the miseries of this 
life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death 
of the cross, in being buried, and continuing 
under the power of death for a time. 

Q. 11 herein condsts Christ's exaltation ? 

A. Christ's exaltation consisteth in his ris- 
ing again from the dead on the third day, in 
ascending up into heaven, and sitting at the 
right hand of God the Father, and in coming 
to judge the world at the last day. 

Q. llonv am we made partakers of the re- 
deirifition purchased by Christ ? 

A. We are made partakers of the redemp- 
tion purchased by Christ, by the eaectual ap- 
plication of it to us by his Holy Spirit. 

Q. Ho%v doth the Spirit apply to tLS the re- 
^mpdon purchased by Christ? 

A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemp- 
tion purchased by Christ, by working faith in 
us, and thereby uniting us lo Christ in our ef- 
fectual calling. 

Q. What is effectval calling ? 

A. EfTcqtual calling is the work of God's 
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Spirit, whereby convincing us of our sin and 
misery, enlightening our minds in the know- 
ledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he doth 
persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus 
Christ, freely oiFered to us in the gospel. 

Q. What benefits do they that are effuctuclly 
called /lartake of in t/izs life ? 

A. They that are effectually called, do in 
this life, partake of justification, adoption, and 
sanctification, and the several benefits which, 
in this life, do either accompany or How from 
them. 

Q. What is justification ? 

A. Justification is an act of God's free 
grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and 
accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only 
for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, 
and received by faith alone. 

Q, What is adoption ? 

A. Adoption is an act of'God*a free grace, 
whereby we are received into the number, 
and have a right to all the privileges of the 
sons of God. 

Q. What is sanctijication ? 

A. Sanctification is the work of God's free 
grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole 
man, after the image of God, and are enabled 
more and more to die unto i^in and to live un- 
to righteousness. 

Q. What are the benefits *a;hich in this life 
do accompany orfioiu from justification^ adofi* 
tiouy and sanctification P 

A. The benefits which in this life do ac- 
company or flow from justification, adoption, 

P 
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and sanctLfication,are assurance of Cod's love, 
peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghosts 
increase of grace, and perseverance therein ta 
the end. 

Q. What benefits do believers receive from 
Christ at their death ? 

A. The souls of believers are at their deatb, 
made perfect in holiness, and their bodies be- 
ing still united to Christ, do rest in their 
graves till the resurrection. . 

Q. What benefitit do believers receive from 
Christ at their resurrection ? 

A. At the resurrection believers being rai-' 
sed up in glory, shall be openly acknowledged 
and acquitted in the day of judgment, and 
made perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment 
of God, to all eternity. 

Q. What is the duty iMch God requires of 
man? 

A. The duty which God requires of man, 
is obedience to his revealed will. 

Q. WIvat did God at first reveal to man for 
the rule of his obedience ? 

A. The rule which God at first revealed to 
man for his obedience, was th« moral iaw. 

Q. Wherein is the tnoral law Gummarily com" 
iirehendtd? • 

A. The moral law is summarily compre- 
hended in the ten commandments. 

Q. What is the sum of the ten corriniand^ 
mcnts ? 

A. The sum of tlie ten commandments 
is, to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts, and with all our souls, and with all our 
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strength, and with all our mind, and our neigh- 
bors as ourselves. 

Q. Wliat is the fireface to the ten command- 
tnents ? 

A. The preface to the ten commandments 
is in these words, " I am the Lord thy God 
which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage." 

Q. TVhat doth the preface to the ten com' 
mandments teach us ? 

A. The preface to the ten commandments 
teacheth us, that because God is the Lord, 
and our God and Redeemer, therefore we are 
bound to keep all his commandments. 

Q. What is the first commandment ? 

A, The first commandment is, " Thou 
shalt have no other Gods before me." 

Q. What is required in the first command' 
ment ? 

A. The first commcndment requireth us 
to know and acknowledge God to be the only 
true God, and our God, and to worship and 
glorify him accordingly. 

Q. What is forbidden in the first command' 
ment ? 

A. The first commandment forbidcjeth the 
denying, or not worshipping and glorifying 
the true God, as God and our God, and the 
giving that worship and glory to any other 
which is due to him alone. 

Q. Wlidt are we esfiecially taught by these 
words (before me) in the first commandment P 

A. These words (before me J in the first 
pommandment teach us, that God who seeth 
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all things, taketh notice of, and is much dis- 
pleased with the sin ofhaving any other God. 

Q. WIdchis the second commandment ? 

A. The second commandment is, " Thou 
«haU not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven a- 
bove or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them, for 
I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me, and shewing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and keep my 
commandments." 

Q. What is required in the second command-' 
ment ? 

A. The second commandment requireth 
the receiving, observing, and keeping pure, 
and entire, all such religious worship and or- 
dinances, as God hath appointed in his word. 

Q. What is /of'diddefi in the second com- 
mandme?it ? 

A. The second commandment forbiddeth 
tlie worshipping of God by images, or any 
other way, not appointed in his word. 

Q. W/iat are the reasoTis annexed to tfie 
sccor.d co?n7nandm 






A. The reasons aqnexed to the second 
commandment, are God'a sovereignty over 
us, his propriety in us, and the zeal he hath 
*o his own worship. 

Q; What is the third coftnniandment ? 

A. The third commandment is, ^* Thou 
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shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain, for the Ix>rd will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh his name m vain." 

Q. What is required in the third commdndment ? 

A. The third commandment requireth, 
tlie holy and reverend use of God's name, tiv 
ties, attributes, oMinances, word and works. 

Q. Tf^hat is forbidden in the third Commandfnent ? 

A. The third commandment forbiddeth all 
profaning or abusing of any thing whereby 
God maketh himself known. 

(^ What is the reason annexed to the third com- 
m>andment ? • 

A. The reason annexed to the third com- 
mandment is, That however the breakers of 
this commandment may escape punishment 
from men^^et the Lord our God will not suf- 
fer them to escape his righteous judgment. 

Q. Which is the fourth coTntnandment P 

A. The fourth commandment is, " Rempm- 
ber%he Sabbath day, to keep it holy, six days 
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work, but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God, in it thou shalt not do any work, thou nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man ser- 
vant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor 
the stranger tliat is within thy gates ; for in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and ail that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day, wherefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Q: What is required in the fourth commandfnent ? 

A. The fourth commandment requireth the 
keeping holy to God such set times as he hath 

P2 
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appointed in his word, expressly one whole 
day in seven to be an holy Sabbath to himself. 

Q. Which day o^ the teven hath God apjfKnnted to ifc 
the^eekly Sabbath? 

A- From the beginning of the world to the 
resurrection of Christ, God appointed the se- 
venth day of the week to be the weekly Sab- 
bath, and the first day of the week ever since, 
to continue to the end of the world,, which is 
the Christian Sabbath. 

Q; If(yw U the Sabbath to be sanctified ? 

A. The Sabbath is to be sanctified by an 
holy resting all that day even from such 
worldly employments and recreations as are 
lawful on other days, and spending the whole 
time in public and private exercises of God's 
worship, except so much as is to be taken up 
in works of necessity and mercy. 

^ What is Jor bidden in the fourth commands 
ment ? 

A. The fourth commandment forbicfteth 
the omission or careless performance of the 
duties required, and the profaning the day by 
idleness, or doing that which is in itself sin- 
ful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words or 
works, about worldly employments, or recre- 
ations. 

Qi What are the reasons annexed to the fourth com- 
fnandment P 

A. The reasons annexed to the fourth 
commandment, are, God's allowing us six 
days of the week for our own employments ; 
his challenging a special propriety in the 
seventh, his own example, and his blessiojj 
the Sabbath day. 

Q^ Which ,■£ tleffih commandirj^n' ^ 
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A. The fifth commandment is, " Honor 
thy father and mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee." 

(i What if required in thejifth eom7nan(!me»t ? 

A. The fifth commandment requireth the 
preserving the honor, and performing the 
duties belonging to every one in their sever- 
al places and relations, as superiors, inferiors 
or equals. 
Q. What h forbidden in the fifth commandinent ? 

A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth 
the neg:lecting of, or doing any thing against 
the honor and duty wliich belongeth to every 
one in their several places and relations. 

Q. W6at is the reason annexed to the fifth com- 
7nandment P 

A. The reason annexed to the fifth com- 
mandment is, a promise of long life and pros- 
perity (as far as it shall serve for God's glo- 
ry, and their own good) to all such as keep 

his commandments. 

Qi Which is the sixth commandinent ? 

A. The sixth commandment is, " Thou 

shalt not kill." 
Q. What is required in the sixth commandment P 
A. The sixth commandment requireth all 

lawful endeavors to preserve our own life and 

the life of others- 
Qf What is forbidden in the sixth commandtnent ? 

A. The sixth commandment forbiddeth 
the taking away of our own life or the life of 
our neighbors unjustly ; and whatsoever 
tendeth thereunto. 

Q. Which is the sewnth cammandment ? 

A. The seventh commandment is, " Thou sha 
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Q. What h required in the seventh com/mandvient ? 

A. The seventh comrnandment requireth the pre- 
servation of our own, and our neighbor's chastity in 
heart, speech and behavior. 

Q. What is forbidden in the seventh commandment ? 

A. The seventh commandment forbiddeth ail un- 
chaste thoughts, words and actions. 

Q. Which is the eighth com/ma'ndment ? 

A. The eighth commandment is, " TJiou shalt 
;iot steal," 

(^ Wba is required in the eighth comTnondment ? 

A. The eighth commandment requireth the law- 
ful procuring and furthering the wealth and out- 
ward estate of ourselves and others. 

Q. What is forbidden in the eighth commandment ? 

A. The eighth com.mandment forbiddeth whatso- 
ever doth or may unjustjy hinder our own or our 
neighbor's wealth and outward estate. 

Q. Which is the ninth coinmandment ? 

A. The ninth commandment is " Thou shalt not 
tear fahe witness against thy neighbor." 

Q. What is required in the ninth commandment ? 

A. The ninth commandment requireth the main- 
taining and promoting of truth between man and 
man, and of our own and our neighbor's good nime, 
especially in witness bearing. 

Q^ What is forbidden in the ninth commandment ? 

A. The ninth commandment furbiddeth whatso- 
ever is prejudicial to truth, or injurious to our own 
«r our neig.hbor's good name. 

Q. Which is tie tenth comm^andment ? 

A. The te)ithcomrpq.ndment is, ** Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor's house ; thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor's wife, nor his man servant, nor his maid 
sen:int, nor his o:;, nor his ass, nor anything that is 
thy neipfhbor's. 

Q; What is required in the tenth eom/tnandtnent ? 

A. The tenth commandment requireth full con- 

mtment with our own condition, with a right and 

aritable frame of spirit towai-d our neighbur antl 

that is liis. 
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Q. Wbiit is forbidden in the tenth com^nandment ? 

A, The tenth commandment forbiddeth all dis- 
contentment with our own estate, envying or griev- 
ing at the good of our neighbor, and all inordinate 
motions^nd affectious toany thing that is his. 

<^ Is any Tnan able perfectly to keep the convmand^ 
ments of God ? 

A. No mere man since the fall, is able in this life 
perfectly to keep the comnaandmcnts of God, but 
doth daily break them in thought, word and deed. 

Q. Arealltraris^essionsqftbelavj equally heinous^ 

A. Some sins m themselves, and by reason of sev- 
eral aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of 
God than others. 

Q; What doth every sin deserve ? 

A. Every sin deserveth God's warth and curse, 
both in this life and that which is to come. 

Q^ What doth God require of us that vie may escape 
his tarath and curse due to wsjor sin 7 

A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to 
us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 
repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the 
outward means whereby Qhrist commumcateth to 
us the benefits of redemption. 

Q. What is faith in yesus Christ ? 

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace where* 
by we receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, 
as he is offered unto us in the gospel. 

Q^ Wkat is .repentance unto life ? 

A. Repentance unto life is a saving gracerwhcre- 
by a sinner out of a true sense of his sin, and ap- 
prehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth 
with grief and hatred of his sin turn from it unto 
God, with full purpose of, and endeavors after new 
obedience. 

Q: What are the outtvard means whereby Christ com* 
municateth to us /he benefits of redemption. 

A. The outward and ordinary means whereby 
Christ communicatcth to us the benefits of redemp- 
tion, are his ordinances, especially the word, sacra- 
ments and prayer, all which are made effectual to 
the elect for salvatioru 
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Q. Hcroi is the xaord nuade effectual to salvation ? 

A. The Spirit of God jnaketh the reading but es- 
{>ecially the preaching of the word an effectual 
means of convincing and converting sinners, and of 
building them up in holiness and comfort through 
faith unto salvation. 

Q. ffovj is the ivord to he read and heard, that it 
may h^cpme effectual to salvation ? 

A. That the word may become effectual to sal- 
vation, we must attend thereunto with diligence, 
preparation, and prayer, receive it with faith and 
love, lay it up in our hearts, and practise it in our 
lives. 

Q; HvW doth the sacravients Become effectual Ttieans 
^salvation ? 

A. The sacraments become effectual means of 
salvation, not from any virtue in them, or in him 
that doth administer them, but only by the blessing 
^f Christ and the work of his Spirit in them, that 
by faith receive them. 

Q. What is a sacrametvt ? 
. A. A sicrament is an holy ordinance, instituted 
by Christ, wherein by sensible signs, Christ and 
the benefits of the iiew povenant are represented, 
sealed and applied to believers. 

Q; What are the sacraments of the ^evfTestennent ^ 

A. The sacraments of the New-Testament are 
baptism and the Lord's supper. 

Qi W^^* ** baptism ? 

A, Baptism is a sacrament, v/herein by washing 
with water in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify and seal 
our ingrafting into Christ and partaking of the ben- 
efits of the covenant of grace, and our engsigements 
to b^ the Lord's. 

Q. To v/ko^n is baptism, to be administered ? 

A- Baptism is not to be administered to any that 
are out of the visible church, till they profess their 
faith in Chrbt, and obedience to him, but the in- 
fan'ts of such as are membeni of the visible churpi^ 
are to be baptized. 
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Qi What is the LordU wpftr ? 

A. The Lord's supper is a sacrament, wherein 
1>y- giving and receiving bread and wine according tcf 
Christ's appointment, his death is shewed forth, and 
the worthy teceivets are not after a corporeal and 
carnal mannet^ but by fiaith made partakers of his 
body and blood, with all his benefits, to their spirit^* 
ual nourishment and growth in grace. 

Q. What ia rajuired in the ^worthy receiving the 
Lord^s supper ? 

A. It is required of them ttiat would worthily 
partake of the Lord's supper, that they examine 
themselves of their knowledge to discern the Lord's 
body, of their faith to feed upon him, of their re- 
pentance, love and new obedience, lest coming un- 
worthily they eat and diink judgement to themselves^ 

Q. What is prayer ? 

A. Frayer is an oifering up of our desires to God, 
for things agreeable* to his willy in the name of 
Christ, with confession of our sins and thankful ac« 
knowledgment of his mercies. 

Q^ What nile hath God given for our direction in 
prayer ? 

A. The whole word of God is of Use to direct 
us in prayer, but the special rule of direction is th^t 
form of prayer which Christ taught his disciples^ 
commonly callM, " The Lord's prayer." 

Q, What doth the preface to the Lord's prefer Uacb 
«a ? 

A. The preface! to the Lord's praiyer which ifi* 
"Oin* ?a':her which art in heaven," teacheth us to draw 
near to God, with all holy reverence^ and confidence^ 
as children to a father, able and ready to help us, an4 
that we would jjray with and for others. 

Q^. What do tve pray for in the first petition ? 

A. In the first petition which is, ** Hallowed be 
thy name," we pray that God a r ipi t d enable us and 
others to glorify him in all things whereby hemak- 
«th him self known and that he wbuld dispose all 
things to his own glory. 
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^. what do we pray for in the tecond petition ? 

A. In the second petition which is, ** Thy king- 
dom come," we pray, that Satan's kingdom may 
be destroyed, and that the kingtJbm of g^ce may be 
advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and 
kept in it, and that the kingdom of glory maybe 
hastened. 

^ What do we pray for in the third petition ? 
• A. In the third petition which is, ** Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven," we pray that God by 
his grace would make us able and willing to know, 
obey and submit to his will in all things as the angelg 
do in hsaven. 

Q. What do we pray for in the fourth petition ? 

A. In the fourth petition which is, " Give us 
this day our daily bread," we pray, that of God's 
free gift we may receive a competent portion of the 
good things of this life, and enjoy his blessings with 
them. 

Qi What do loe prc^for in the fifth petition ? 

A. In the fifch petition, whch is, '* And forgive 
tts our debts, as we forgive our debtors," we pray 
that God for Christ's sake would freely pardon all 
our sins, which we are the rather encouraged to ask, 
because by his grace we are enabled from the heart 
to forgive others. 

Q. What do toe pray for in the tixth petition ? 

A. In the sixth petition which is, *' And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil," we 
pray, that God would either keep us from being 
tempted to sin, or support and deliver us when .we 
are tempted. 

Q. What doth the conclusion of the Lord^s prayer 
teach us } 

A. The concl\;ision of the Lord's prayer which is, 
" For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever," ^men, teacheth us to take our en- 
couragement in prayer from God only, and in our 
prayers to praise him, ascribing kingdom, power, 
'ind glory to him and in testimony of our desires, 
nd assurance to be heard, we say, Amen. 

FINIS. 
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